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INTRODUCTION.

The Prayaschittaprakarana, or Prayaschitta-nirfipana as
it is called in some manuscripts (see Aufrecht’s Catalogus,
part I, p. 863), is now published for the first time. Hither-
to it was known only from a few catalogues of manuscripts e. g.
Haraprasad Sastri’s Notices, Vol. I, p. 237 and principally
trom an article by Monomohan Chakravarti, entitled
“Bhatta Bhavadeva of Bengal,” published in the Journal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1912, pp. 333-48. Bhavadeva,
the author of this book was a Brahman of the Savarna gotra,
and belonged to the village of Siddhala in Radha. He
became the minister of king Harivarman of Bengal, who
flourished about the last quarter of the 11th. or the first
quarter of the 12th.century A. D. and issued a copper-
plate grant from Vikramapura in East Bengal. The
tamous temple of Anantavasudeva at Bhuvanesvara in Orissa
testifies to the religious ardour of Bhavadeva. An inscribed
stone slab, recording the construction of this edifice by him
and giving a glorious account of his manifold activities,
may even now be seen built into the inner face of the
western compound wall of the temple. The inscription was
edited by Professor Kielhorn in the Epigraphia Indica, Vol.
VI, pp. 203-7. It has been recently re-edited by me with
an English translation and a facsimile and is being published
by the Varendra Research Society in Inscriptions of
Bengal, Vol. III, pp. 25-41. The remarkable career
of Bhavadeva is well depicted in this prasasti composed
by his friend, the poet Vachaspati. He appears to have been
not only a statesman but also a great scholar and writer. He
wrote on the Mimamsa philosophy following the line of
Kumarila Bhatta and also on Astronomy, Astrology and
Smriti. He was indeed regarded, says his panegyrist, as a
“second Varahamihira”. The appellation by which he was



