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Variance in the Korean Spelling System in Early Modern Korean
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ABSTRACT. The aim of this study is to clarify the nature and characteristics of the variations in the
Korean spelling system in Early Modern Korean in the analysis of the transcription of Korean
Source-Materials.

In particular, the process of the change of Korean Vowel - [A] is analyzed through the transcriptions of
Korean textbooks written for Japanese in the 18th century, Jen-ichi-do-jin (=—3EN). These textbooks
were written with the Japanese writing system. The results are as follows.

1) In Jen-ichi-do-jin, the vowel - [a] in the first syllable of the lexical morphemes is transcribed with the
Japanese a or o according to preceding consonants.

2) In Jen-ichi-do-jin, the vowel - [a] which is not in the first syllable of the lexical morphemes is
usually transcribed with the Japanese o. This means that the vowel - [A] in the above context has not yet
merged with the vowel —[w] prior to the 18th century.

3) The variance in spelling in the Korean spelling system in Early Modern Korean does not necessarily
mean phonological merger.
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