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P001 Shape of the augment: What is the shape of the augment?
V. 1V shape only

a-ka-nyonyi u-tu-nyonyi i-my-onga
AUG-12-bird AUG-13-bird AUG-4-river
‘the bird’ ‘the birds’ ‘the river’

N. a, u, i. No AUG for CL5 which starts with ii-. No AUG for GER (of CL15) *ukutenda malami

P002 Function of the augment: Does the augment fulfill a specific grammatical function?
V. yes

u-mu-ntu ghooghu  gha-a-fw-d!

AUG-1-man DEM 1-PST-die-F

‘Is it the man who died!?’

u-m-onga ghooghu bhaabho  ghw-a-bhumbik-a bhu-si-na-1ol-w-é!
AUG-3-river DEM3  DEM2  3-PST-be full-F REL14-NEG-IRR-see-PS-NEG
“The river, you see, became full as it had never been (seen) before!’

umonga ghwa katuma ni misoghad

“The river Katuma is good.’ (with a modifier)

i-ng’-oombé  jyeji  ni Jjya bhuti?
AUG-9-cattle DEM9 COP ASSC9  how

‘What’s happened with this cow?”  (with a demonstrative)

amabhango ghadgha bhadbho mbala fyakabhdnga bhuti mukutumd ghaabha teéti

‘These baskets, you see, I don’t know how it was, since it became like this.” (with a demonstrative)

T Phonemic inventory: consonants /p, b, bh [Bl, ¢, d, ch [t[1,j 31, k g gh [Y]. /s, z h, m, n, ny [n], ng’ [],
v [j1, w/, vowels /a, e, i, o, u/. Tonal marking, where available, is given as surface realization; /d (high), a
(low), d (falling), d (rising)/. The nasalized realization is marked as /a/.

Abbreviations: = (clitic boundary), - (morpheme boundary), # (pre-radical boundary), 1-18 (numbers
indicate the noun class with exceptions of 1, 2, 3 which indicates both noun class and person), ANT
(anterior), APP (applicative), ASSC (associative), CAU (causative), CONJ (conjunction), CONS
(consecutive), DEM (demonstrative), DIS (distal), F (final), EMP (emphatic), ENC (enclitic), HAB
(habitual), imb (imbricated), IMP (imperative), IRR (irrealis), IPFV (imperfective), IT (itive), ITS
(intensifier), NEG (negative), NOM (nominaliser), OM (object marker), PAS (passive), PL (plural), PN
(personal pronoun), POS (possessive), PRN (personal pronoun), PROC (proclitic), PST (past), REL
(relative), RFL (reflexive), SEM (semelfactive), SG (singular), SM (subject marker), SUB (subjective),
TAM (tense-aspect-modality)
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isintu syesi bhadabho ni jya bhuti? / ifintu fyeji bhadabho ni sya bhuti?
‘What’s happened with this/these thing(s)?” (with a demonstrative)
ubhwasi bhoobhu bhadbho bhwakabhola!

‘The grasses became rotten!’ (with a demonstrative)
ukughulu kooku bhaabho kuputuké!

‘How can be possible the leg had a cut!” (with a demonstrative)

N. Used for new information with astonishment. Usually used with Near demonstrative.

P003 Shape of class 5: What is the shape of the class 5 nominal prefix?

V. 4 both V and CV shape are found

1ibhwé (mabhwé) libhugha (mabhugha)

stone Macrodipteryx vexillarius

N. ii- or /i- depending on the word. /i- may be plants, animals, insects, birds, peculiar things or vowel

initial stem words

P004 Number of noun classes: How many noun classes are there? (excluding locative classes)
V. 15 classes

muntu / bhantu ‘person’ (1/2)

muthdama / mihama ‘tembo palm’ (3/4)

{Tkumo / makumo ‘finger’, liinso / meenso ‘eye’ (5/6)

sthugho / fihugho ‘chiefdom’ (7/8)

ng’o6ombé ‘cattle’ (9/10)

lufuku / nfuku ‘day’ (11/10)

kabhénga / tubhenga ‘kidney beans’ (12/13)

bhoobha ‘fear’ (14)

bhulweéle / malwéle ‘sickness’ (14/6)

bhwasi / Iwasi “grass’ (collective/single) (14/11)

kubhoko / mabhoko ‘arm’ (15/6)

N. Single-Plural pairs are 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/10, 11/10, 12/13, 14/6, 14/11, 15/6

P00S Class for infinitive: Does the infinitive take a noun class prefix?
V.yes
kulola “to see’

N. CL15 ku-
P006 Class for diminutive: Is diminutive meaning expressed through the use of noun classes?

V.yes

[Double prefix] kaasiti < siti ‘tree’, kanfwila < nfwila ‘spitting cobra’, kansighé < nsighé ‘locust’

—192—



[Replaced prefix] kdhdalda < muhdla “girl’, kaana < mwand ‘child’, kaghoombé < ng’6ombé “cattle’,

kabhusi < mbusi ‘goat’, kasuuja < nsuuja ‘bushback’, kampanti < limpdanti ‘longicorn warm’,

kaasooso < lisooso “caterpillar’, kabhugha < libhugha ‘Macrodipteryx vexillarius’

N. ka-/tu- (12/13), Replaced prefix (primary prefix change) occurs for [+animate] (snake and insect
are not animal) or 5/12 alternation (augmentative/diminutive). In double prefix case the original

tone does not change.

P007 Class for augmentative: Is augmentative meaning expressed through the use of noun
classes?

V. yes

[Double prefix] liisibhuli < sibhuli ‘“honey-badger’, lisikombé < sikombé ‘cup’, lisilaato < siladto

‘shoe’

[Replaced prefix] iinyonyi/manyonyi < kanyonyi/tunyonyi ‘bird (no negative connotation)’, lintu <
muntu ‘person (-)’, ithala < muhala “girl (-)’, iibhusi < mbusi ‘goat (+/- connotation, large or bad)’,

fisofii < nsofii “clephant (+/-)’

[Both] /lisilumbu / ilumbu < silumbu ‘sweet potato’
N. ii-~li-/ma- (5/6), but less productive. Most of animate words replace the original prefix (primary

prefix change). In double prefix case the original tone does not change, the prefix appears in L.
P008 Noun class prefix omission: Is it possible to omit the noun class prefix when class
membership is marked through agreement (on a modifier or on the verb)?

V. no

P009 Locative class prefixation: Can a noun take a locative class prefix?

V.yes
ha-lu-gho ku-lu-gho mu-lu-gho
16-11-home 17-11-home 18-11-home

‘at/in home’

[Lexicalized locatives]

hd-nsi ‘below’ (16 only), but no independent word *#nsi.

hd-nsé / kii-nsé ‘outside’ (17/17), but no independent word *nsé, neither *mii-nsé (18)

ha-kati ‘in the middle’ (16), ku-kati ‘in the room’ (17) (Bende dialect), mit-syumbd ‘in the room’
(Tongwe dialect), mii-kati ‘in the room’ (18)

N. ha-, ku-, mu- usually double prefixed except for a few locative terms

P010 Locative class suffixation: Can a noun take a locative suffix?

V.no
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N. prefixation (9) is consistently used.

P011 Locative subject markers: Are there locative subject markers on the verb?
V. yes

ha-ki-jiiji ha-ka-fw-ilé mu-ntu ku-ki-jiiji ku-ka-fw-ilé mu-ntu
16-9-village 16-DIS-die-ANT 1-some17-9-village 17-DIS-die-ANT 1-some
mu-ki-jitji mu-ka-fw-ilé mu-ntu

18-9-village 18-DIS-die-ANT 1-some

‘A man has died in the village.’

N. CLs16-18; ha-, ku-, mu-

P012 Locative object markers: Are there locative pre-stem object markers on the verb?
V. yes

tu-ha-nyom-ilwé tu-ku-nyom-ilwé tu-mu-nyom-ilwe
1PL-16-like-ANT(imb) 1PL-17-like-ANT(imb) 1PL-18-like-ANT(imb)

‘We like there.’

N. Locative object markers occur in CLs 16-18; ha-, ku-, mu-

P013 Locative enclitics: Are there locative post-verbal clitics?
V.yes

tu-ji-ilé=ho tu-ji-ilé=ko tu-ji-ilé=mo
1PL-go-ANT=16 1PL-go-ANT=17 1PL-go-ANT=18

‘We are going there.’

N. Locative enclitics occur in CLs 16-18; =ho, =ko, =mo

P014 Independent subject pronouns: Are independent subject pronouns obligatory?
V.no

[Contrastive / wh-q answer|

ni iné  n-ku-tend-a  teeti uune n-ku-tend-a  teeti

COP 1SG 1SG-15-say-F so 1SG  1SG-15-say-F so

‘It’s me who says so I say so.’

ni inyené e#ki-tend-a  teeti

COP s/he  1#15-say-F  so

‘It’s s/he who says so.’

N. Contrastive focus or wh-q answer is preceded by copula ni, emphasis appear as a bare pronoun.
P015 Connective constructions: Is the order of connective constructions always head -
connective - modifier?

V. yes
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(1) ghwa (2) bhda (3) ghwd (4) jyd/syd (5) lyd (6) ghad (7) syd (8) fyd (9) jva (10) syd (11) Iwa (12)
kaa (13) twa (14) bhwa (15) kwd (16) haa (17) kwd (18) mwa

[Genetive]

li-siina  lyd mu-ghdabho

S-name  ASSC5  3-spirit

‘spirit’s name’

[Qualifying]
mu-ntu  ghwa bhw-éné
l-some  ASSC1  14-truth

‘honest person’

P016 Possessive pronouns: Are there distinct possessive pronominal forms for all noun classes

and all speech act participants?

V.no

mwendd ghwadne ‘my cloth’

mwendad ghoobhe ‘your cloth’

mwendad ghwdje ‘his/her cloth’, mwenda ghwdje (ghwa siti) ‘its cloth’
mwendad ghwétu ‘our cloth’

mwendad ghwényu ‘your (PL) cloth’
mwendd ghwabho ‘their cloth’
N. Similar to Swahili. 3SG is applied to the other classes referred but speech act participants (his/her),

and the possessive pronouns agree in noun class with the possessed.

P017 Possessive pronoun agreement: Do the possessive pronouns agree in noun class with the
possessed?

V.yes

N. see P016

P018 Kinds of possession: Are there specific possessive pronominal forms for different kinds of
possession?

V.no

N. Different lexicalized forms are observed among kinship terms

[mother]

maajo ‘my mother (no possession)’, nyoko ‘your mother’, nyina ‘his/her mother’, nyinééfwé ‘our

mother’, nyinéénywé ‘your mother’, nyindabho ‘our mother’
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[father]
taata ‘my father (no possession)’, uuso ‘your father’, sye/iiusye ‘his/her father’, siifwe ‘our father’,

siinywé ‘your father’, siibho ‘their father’

[sister for female]
joojo ‘my sister’, mukulu ghoobhe ‘your sister (your elder)’, mukulu ghwaje ‘her sister (her elder)’,
mutkulu ghwetu ‘our sister (our elder)’, mukulu ghwenyu “your sister (your elder)’, mukulu ghwabho

‘their sister (their elder)’, bhadjodjo ‘my sisters’

[sister for male]

mwihwad ghwane / iilumbu lyane ‘my sister’, mwihwda ghoobhe / iilumbu lyobhe “your sister’, mwihwa
ghwaje / iilumbu lyaje ‘his sister’, mwihwa ghwetu / iilumbu lyetu ‘our sister’, mwihwd ghenyu /
iilumbu lyenyu ‘your sister’, mwihwd ghwabho / iilumbu lyabho ‘their sister’, bheéhwa ... ‘sisters’, no

*malumbu (as a PL for iilumbu)

[brother for male / sister for female]

mukulu ghwane ‘my brother (my elder)’, mukulu ghoobhe / munyooko ‘your brother’, mukulu ghwaje
/ munyiing ‘his brother’, mukulu ghwetu / munyiineefwe ‘our brother (our elder)’, mukulu ghwenyu /
munyiineenywe ‘your brother (your elder)’, mukulu ghwabho / munyiinaabho ‘their brother (their

elder)’

[brother for female]

iikolo lyane ‘my brother’, iikolo lyobhe ‘your brother’, iikolo lyaje ‘her brother’, iikolo lyetu ‘our
brother’, itkolo lyenyu ‘your brother’, itkolo lyabho ‘their brother’, bhéékolo lyane ‘my brothers’,
bhéékolo lyobhe ‘your brothers’

[husband]
iibhané ‘my husband’, iibhalo ‘your husband’, i/ibha ‘her husband’, iibheefwé ‘our husband’,
iibheenywé ‘your husband’, iibhaabho ‘their husband’

[wife]
mukasydane ‘my wife’, mukasyoobhe ‘your wife’, mukasydaje / mukasi ‘his wife’, mukasyéetu ‘our

wife’, mukasyéenyu ‘your wife’, mukasyoobhe ‘their wife’

P019 Possessor raising: Is possessor raising possible?
V. 2 yes, with inalienable possession only
a-ka-O-hiiiis-ilé ku-mu-twe  kw-i-bheéji
1-DIS-1SG-hit-ANT 17-3-head 17-5-bag

‘He hit my head with (taking) a bag.’
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cf) a-ka-huus-ilé mutwe ghw-ane  kw-i-bheéji
1-DIS-hit-ANT  3-head  3-my 17-5-bag
‘He made hit my head into the bag.’

N. In case of body parts the possessor is raised, but not kinship term

bha-ka-mu-huus-ilé  mwana-ane  *bha-ka-0-hiiiis-ilé  mwdna-ane
2-DIS-1-hit-ANT child-my 2-DIS-1SG-hit-ANT child-my
‘They hit my child.’

P020 Demonstrative morphology: Are there morphological divisions in the system of
demonstratives? (e.g. in terms of spatial and temporal deixis and/or visibility)

V. 2 yes, there is a three-way distinction

[CL1]

ghooghu muntu / ghooghu (proximal 1) : w/ and w/out modified noun

uughwe (proximal 2) : w/ and w/out modified noun

ghoogho muntu / ghoogho (referential 1) : w/ and w/out modified noun

uugho (referential 2) : w/ and w/out modified noun

muntu ghoogholi / ghoogholi (distal 1) : w/ and w/out modified noun

ghulyd muntu (distal 2) : ghulyd is used only with modified noun

ghunu mwaka ‘this year’ (CL3), hanu, kunu, munu ‘here(-in)’ (CL16, 17, 18) other form for fossil

expressions

N. Both DEM+NOM and NOM+DEM are applicable in 3 ways. Distal 2 is used only with modified

noun.

P021 Demonstrative agreement: Do the demonstratives agree in noun class with the head noun?

V. 1 yes, always

P022 Functions of demonstratives: In addition to spatial-deictic functions, do the demonstrative
pronouns assume other functions?

V.no

bhaabha bho=bh-onsé mu-ntu  bhw=d-koo-n-funaanil-a

they 14=2-all l-some  14=1-HAB-1SG-help-F

‘It’s they all such a man who usually helps me.’
gho=one n-ka-mw-iheegh-e
FOC=1SG  1SG-DIS-kill-ANT

‘It’s me who killed him.’
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gho=mu-ntt  mu-soghda gho=si-taibhu  si-sogha gho=fi-tadbhu fy-a-teh-ilé Hamisi
FOC-1-some 1-good  FOC=7-book 7-good  FOC=8-book REL.8-1-like-ANT PN

‘It’s the good person.”  ‘It’s the good book.’ ‘They are books that Hamisi likes.’
tangu gha-a-fuuk-a ty-a-na-j-e ki-ma-bhala  mu-ka-lim-a

from 1-PST-be born-F NEG-1-IRR-go-NEG 17-6-farm 18-ITV-cultivate-F
a-koo-bh-a  n-a-littku-som-a tu=fi-taabhu bhu-koo-hel-a

1-HAB-be-F CONJ-1-be#15-read-F  only=8-book 14-HAB-reach_ the goal-F

bhw-a-fi-téh-ilé

REL14=1-8-like-ANT

‘Since s/he was born, s/he has not been in the farm to cultivate, usually s/he reads only books, because

that’s how s/he likes them (books).’

N. gho=and bho= are used as a focus marker, relativiser, or cleft. Originated from referential ghoogho

/utigho. gho= appears in sentence initial position only.

P023 Lexical adjectives: Are there lexical adjectives? (i.e. which are not syntactically complex)
V.yes
[-kulit] mu-kulu, bha-kulu, mu-kulu, mi-kulu, ii-kulu, ma-kulu, si-kulu, fi-kulu, n-kulu, n-kulu, lu-kulu,

ka-kulu, tu-kulu, bhu-kulu, ki-kulu, ha-kuli, ki-kulu, mu-kuli

P024 Adnominal concord prefixes: Are there different forms/paradigms for adnominal concord
prefixes?
V.yes

[Nonimal prefix type] mu-, bha-, mu-, mi-, li-, ma-, si-, fi-, N-, N-, lu-, ka-, tu-, bhu-, ku-, ha-, ku-, mu-

[Pronominal prefix type] ghii-, bha-, ghu-, ji- /si-, li-, ghd-, si-, fi-, ji-, si-, lu-, ka-, tu-, bhu-, ku-, ha-,
kui-, mui- (used for colour etc. -abhé ‘red’, -aswé ‘white’, -dpi ‘black’, -hé ‘which’, -ndi ‘other’, -ongwd

‘only’, -onse ‘all’, -0-onse ‘any’, -inga ‘how many’, -ingi ‘many’)

[Numeral prefix type] ghu-, bha-, ghu-, i-, li-, 4-, si-, fi-, ji-, i-, lu-, ka-, tu-, bhu-, ku-

P025 Attributive linkers: Are there attributive linkers which are used to introduce adjectives?

V. no

P026 *-yana compounding: Is a form related to *-yana ‘child’ productively used in word
formation as the first member of a nominal compound (e.g. to express diminutive or group
membership...)?

V. no
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P027 Nominal derivational suffixes: Does the language productively use nominal derivational
suffixes for the expression of diminutive meanings or feminine/augmentative/qualitative
meanings? (e.g. expressed by forms similar to -yana and kazi ?)

V. no

P028 Agentive suffix -i : Does suffixation of the agentive marker -i occur as a verb-to-noun
derivational process (possibly in addition to classes 1/2 prefixes)?

V. 2 yes, but it is no longer productive (e.g. there might be frozen forms)

mu-teék-i ‘cook’ < -teéka ‘cook’, mu-hiigh-i ‘hunter’ < -hiigha ‘hunt’, mii-bhdnf-i ‘drum maker’< -
bhamba ‘make drums’, mu-lof-i ‘fisher’ < -lobha ‘fish’, mu-jéng-i ‘brewer’ < -jéngad ‘brew’, mu-kinyi
‘dancer’ < -kind ‘dance’, mu-hdda-ny-i ‘generous person’ < -hadna ‘give each other’, mii-sas-i ‘crazy
person’ < -sald ‘become crazy’, mu-twds-i ‘carrier’ < -twdla ‘carry’, mu-lyds-i ‘wonderer’ < -lyadtd
‘walk around’, mupeési ‘exorcist’ < -peéla ‘exorcise’, mu-hiilikis-i ‘listener’ < -hulikisyd ‘listen to’,
mui-tens-i ‘speaker’ < -tendd ‘say’, mu-los-i ‘witch’ <-logha ‘curse’, mu-tods-i ‘bride groom’ < -toola

‘marry’, mu-sus-i ‘blacksmith’ < -suld ‘forge’

P029 Derivational suffix -o : Does the suffixation of -0 occur as a verb-to-noun derivational
process (with sometimes the addition of the applicative extension)?
V. 2 yes, but it is no longer productive (e.g. there might be frozen forms)

7

n-sy-0 ‘millstone’ < -syd ‘grain’, bhii-lobh-o ‘fishhook’ < -lobha “fish’, lu-bhdamb-6 ‘wooden peg’ < -

s rr

bhdamba ‘stretch (skin)’, ii-ghamb-o ‘word’ < -ghamba ‘tell’, Iw-imb-o ‘song’ < -jimba ‘sing’, ii-jégh-
0 ‘molar’ < -jéghad ‘cut’, mu-tegh-o ‘trap’ < -tegha ‘trap’, ii-bhang-o ‘interlaced sticks’ < -bhanga
‘interlace (sticks)’, si-bhdang-o ‘jerky meat’ < -bhdnga ‘remove’, mu-tah-6 ‘scoop’ < -taha ‘draw’,
mu-ghdj-o ‘hatred’ < -ghdja ‘dislike’, n-sék-o ‘laughter’ < -séka ‘laugh’, n-sook-o ‘fountain’ < -sooka
‘fall down’, ka-tend-él-6 ‘language’ < -tenda ‘say’, lu-ghél-o ‘folktale, story’ < -ghéla ‘tell a story’,
ii-peel-él-o ‘sacrifice’ < -peéla ‘sacrifice’, n-tand-il-6 ‘ladder’ < -tandd ‘climb’, ka-jung-il-o ‘sift’ < -
Jjunga ‘sift’, n-diil-6 ‘tear’ < -lila ‘cry’, mu-sil-6 ‘taboo’ < -sila ‘abstain’, n-tul-6 ‘flower’ < -tuld

s rr

‘bloom’, si-piim-6 < -piimd ‘measure’, ii-sum-o ‘spear’ < -suma ‘pierce’, mi-sons-o ‘sweet person’ <

-sonsd ‘be sweet’, Iw-it-0 ‘call’ < -jita ‘call’, iitydsyo ‘shetstone’ < -tydsya ‘sharpen’

P030 Cardinal numerals: Does the formation of cardinal numerals below ten obey a pattern?
V.no

Jjimwi, iibhili, iitatu, iinee, itaanu, mukaaghda, ndui / mpungati (Mpanda dialect), munaané, kéndd,
likumi

N. Decimal base

P031 ‘arm’ and ‘hand’: Is there a single stem that denotes both ‘arm’ and ‘hand’?

V. yes

kubhoko, mabhokd
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P032 ‘hand’ and ‘finger’: Is there a single stem that denotes both ‘hand’ and ‘finger’?
V.no

kitbhoko, mabhoko “hand’, iikumo, makumo “finger’

P033 ‘leg’ and ‘foot’: Is there a single stem that denotes both ‘leg’ and ‘foot’?
V. yes
kughulu, maghulu

P034 ‘tea’: Is the word for ‘tea’ similar to cha?
V. yes

chadai

P035 Inchoative verbs: Is there a group of verbs expressing qualities or states which are lexically
inchoative and are thus typically used with a perfect/perfective verb form to express a present
state? (e.g. fall asleep, be full, be late, be dirty, etc)

V.no

-ghona ‘asleep, be sleeping’, -punila ‘sleep for a short time, go nodding off’

-bhumbika ‘become full” (Bende dialect), -jinsula ‘become full’ (Tongwe dialect), -fitla ‘be full, be

many’

P036 Canonical passive: Is the canonical passive productively expressed through a verbal
extension?

V.yes

-jihaghwa < -jihagha “kill’, -litbhwa < -lyd ‘eat’

N. -u (when follwoing C) / -ibhu (when following V)

P037 ‘Impersonal’ passive: Can an ‘impersonal’ construction be used to express passive
meaning?

V. no

P038 Agent noun phrase: How is the agent noun phrase (when present) introduced?

V. 1 by the preposition na

juma  gha-a-he-ébhw-a si-taabhu no yuko si-tadbhu sy-a-he-ébhw-a  juma (né yuko)
PN  1-PST-give-PS-F 7-book by PN  7-book  7-PST-give-PS-F PN  (by PN)
‘Juma was given the book by Yuko.’ “The book is given to Juma by Yuko.’

P039 Bare agent: Can the preposition/copula which introduces the agent be omitted?

V. no
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P040 Reciprocal/associative: How is reciprocal/associative meaning expressed?

V. 1 through the use of a verbal affix only

-an / li- (less used)

[-an] -bhuukana ‘get out together to fight’ < -bhuuka ‘leave’, -fulladsanya ‘hurt each other’ < -filldasyd
‘injure’, -fumbadna ‘share the border’ < -fumba ‘wrap’, -hadna ‘give free’ < -hd ‘give’, -hambikdna
‘(two things) be tied’ < -hambikad ‘be closed’, -hulikana ‘agree’ < -hulika ‘hear’, -ldaghdna ‘promise,
agree’ <-laghila ‘give an order’, -loghdna ‘bewitch each other’ < -logha ‘bewitch’, -lyatdighana ‘“walk
around (together with iterative -agh)’ < -lyata ‘walk’, -putinkdna ‘cut to share’ < -putiikd ‘be cut’, -
sangana ‘see each other by chance’ < -sanga ‘find’, -sumbdnd ‘differ from each other’ < -sumbd
‘surpass’, -susand ‘resemble each other’ < -susa ‘be similar’, -taaghdna ‘be separated’ < -tadgha

‘abandon, lose’, -tuntinkana ‘override (each other)’ < -tuntika ‘override’

[li-] -li-tanda ‘copulate’ < -tanda ‘climb’, -li-komenkanyia ‘assemble’ < -komenkdna ‘gather (on sth)’

P041 Other functions for -an-: Does the suffix -an- (or similar form) have functions other than
reciprocal (e.g. antipassive function)?
V. 1 yes, but these are lexicalised

-hadna ‘give free’ < -hd ‘give’ see P040

P042 Causative: How is causative meaning expressed?
V. 1 through the use of verbal affixation only
[Short form] -bhéésya ‘make sth. ripen’ < -bhééld ‘be ripen’, -bhasya ‘ask’ < -bhala ‘say, speak’

[Long form] -/itsya ‘make sb. eat’ < -lyd ‘eat’, -lofyd ‘make sb. fish’ / -lobhésya ‘make sb. fish by
paying money (AP-CAU)’ < -lobha ‘fish’, -bhéélésya ‘be ripen very much’ < -bhééld ‘be ripen’ (in

an intransitive verb, -isi indicates as intensifier)

[-ik] -jimika ‘make sb. rule’ < -jimd ‘rule’

N. -i (when following C) / -isi (when following V) (spirantize the preceding consonant), -ik (one only)

P043 Instrumental causative: Can the causative extension be used to introduce prototypical
instruments?

V.no

n-dittki-put-y-a /ku-put-a ny-amana ka-ambi

1SG-be#15-cut-CAU-F  9-meat with  12-knife

‘I cut meat with a knife.’

N. No instrumental by causative.

P044 Applicative: How are applicative constructions formed?
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V. 1 through the use of a verbal affix only

v

[Benefactive] n-an-kw-ihagh-il-a kasyd ‘1 kill a bushbuck for you’ < -jihagha ‘kill’

[Space (goal)] gha-a-kilim-il-a ki-m-onga ‘s/he ran to the river’ < -kilima ‘run’

[Instrument/means] n-an-di-il-a m-pana né si-jitko ‘1 ate porridge with a spoon’ < -lyd ‘eat’
n-dittkii-put-il-a nyama kaambi / kaambi nyama ‘1 cut meat with a knife’

[Intensifier (double AP)] fy-a-lyoh-el-él-a ‘(the food) has become more delicious’< -lycha ‘be
good/tasty’

N. -il / -el (vowel harmony with the verb stem V)

P045 Applicative functions: In addition to the benefactive meaning typically associated with the
applicative complement, do applicative constructions convey other meanings?

V.yes

N. see P044

P046 Multiple applicative extensions: Can two (or more) applicative extensions be productively
used in the same verb form?

V. 1 yes, to express intensity, repetition, completeness

-lyoh-el-él-a ‘become more delicious’ < -lyoha ‘be good/tasty’, -bhiik-il-il-a ‘put many things’ < -
bhitka ‘put’, -bhumb-il-is-y-a ‘add to pour to fulfill’ < -bhumba “fill up’, -bhuul-il-is-y-a ‘ask many
times’ < -bhuula ‘accuse’, -fiki-il-il-a ‘return before reaching the goal, overtake’ < -fikd ‘arrive’, -fum-
i-il-il-a ‘come from somewhere’ < -fuma ‘come from’, -fwik-il-il-a ‘be given enough clothes’ < -fwika
‘cloth (sb.)’, -hamb-il-il-a ‘pack many loads’ < -hamba ‘fasten, bind’, -heem-el-é/-a ‘breathe very
quickly’ < -heéma ‘breathe quickly’, -kond-él-és-y-a ‘cradle, cuddle’ < -kondd ‘be obedient’, -lamdt-
il-il-a ‘press to paste well’ < -lamat-ik-a ‘paste’, -lék-é-él-él-a ‘abandan in process’ < -lékd ‘stop,
leave’, -sint-ik-il-il-a ‘spot up well’ < -sintikila ‘spot up’, -sol-é-él-és-y-a ‘pick up until the end’< -
sola ‘pick up’, -syan-il-il-a ‘stir the fire’ < -sydna ‘put fire woods in fire’, -tdah-il-is-y-d ‘say hello to
sb. for me’ <-tadhya ‘greet, say farewell’, -tah-il-il-a ‘draw water many times to fulfill’ < -taha ‘draw

water’

P047 Neuter/stative: Is there a productive neuter/stative extension?
V. 1 yes, the suffix -ik- or similar form

-bhaghal-ik-a ‘become flat’ < -bhaghdla “flatten’, -bhand-ik-a ‘past’ < -bhanda ‘prod, flatten’

P048 Order of suffixes: Is there a specific order in which multiple productive verbal extensions
typically appear?
V. 3 another order

[C-S-R] -his-y-uik-an-a ‘fall down by crossing over’ < -hita ‘pass’

—202—



[S-A-C] -he-ek-és-y-a ‘make sb. carry sh.” <-hd ‘give’

[R-C] -hambikanya ‘tie, connect (two things)’ < -hambikana ‘(two things) be tied’ < -hambikd ‘be
tied well’

[R-C/A-C] -hulik-dn-y-a ‘hear with doubt’ < -hulik-an-a ‘come to an agreement’ < -hulik-is-y-a ‘listen
to’ < -hulika ‘hear’

N. [RCA(C)P / AC] usually interpret as an intensifier, but not necessarily.

P049 Negation in independent tenses: What are the formal means of expressing negation in
independent tenses?

V. 1 by morphological modification of the verb

te=tw-a-tend-ang-a n-sy-a-tend-ang-a

NEG=1PL-PST-say-ITS-F = 1SG-NEG-PST-say-ITS-F

‘We didn’t say I didn’t say.’

N. te= as proclitic, si- in Post SM position (limited use, 1SG or in Subjunctive / Relative / Noun clause

constructions)

P050 Negation in dependent tenses: What are the formal means of expressing negation in
dependent tenses?

V. 1 by morphological modification of the verb

n-dittku-hens-d na-a-si-j-i

1SG-be#15-want-F  CONJ-1-NEG-go-NEG

‘I want him/her not to go.’

N. 5i-VB-i (depending on TA)

P051 Negation in relative clauses: Is negation in relative clauses expressed in the same way as in
another clause type?

V. 1 yes, as in dependent tenses

mu-ntu  a-si-n-téh-ilé mu-ntu  a-sy-a-n-téh-anga
I-some  1-NEG-1SG-like-ANT l-some  1-NEG-PST-1SG-like-ANT
‘The person who does not like me’ ‘The person who didn’t like me’

P052 Place of negation in independent tenses: Where is negation expressed in independent
tenses?

V. 5 two (or more) of the above (either 1 (in the pre-initial position only? (NEG-SM-...)) or 2 (in the
post-initial position only? (SM-NEG-...)) + 3(in the final vowel position of the inflected verb?))?

N. see P049. NEG-SM for fe=, SM-NEG for si- in 1SG only

P053 Place of negation in dependent tenses: Where is negation expressed in dependent tenses?

V. 2 in the post-initial position only? (SM-NEG-...)
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N. see P050-P051

P054 Number of negation markers in independent tenses: How many markers of negation are
there in independent tenses?
V. 1 a single marker in the clause

N. si- (in 1SG) or te= (in all the other)

P055 Number of negation markers in dependent tenses: How many markers of negation are
there in dependent tenses?
V. 1 a single marker in the clause

N. si-

P056 Independent negative particle: Is there an independent negative particle used to express
negation?

V. no

P057 First person singular negative: Is there a specific first person singular negative subject
prefix which is different from the affirmative one?

V. no

P058 Negative imperative: Is there a negative imperative which is formally distinct from the
negative subjunctive?

V.yes

n-o-si-tend-i ghw-é-tend-e

CONJ-2SG-NEG-say-NEG = 2S5G-?-say-SUB?

‘Don’t say (SG).’

mui-si-tend-i mw-é-tend-e

2PL-NEG-say-NEG 2PL-?-say-SUB?

‘Don’t say (PL).’

N. SM-si-VB-i / SM-¢é-VB-e (presentative, when the ordered person is visible)

P059 Periphrastic negation: Is negation in certain tense/aspect/moods expressed by means of a
periphrastic form (e.g. making use of an auxiliary construction or a verb like ‘refuse/deny’ for
instance)? (see P049)

V.no

-bhula ‘lack’
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n-a-m-bul-dng-a ku-tend-a
CONIJ-PST-1SG-lack-ITS-F 15-say-F

‘I missed to say / If I have said...’

P060 Subject-verb agreement: Is there subject-verb agreement?

V. yes

N-/iN- (1SG), u- / ghu- (28G), a- / e- / gha- (3SG/1), tu- (1PL), mu- (2PL), bha- (3PL/2)

ghu- (3), ji- (4), li- (5), gha- (6), si- (7), fi- (8), ji- (9), si- (10), lu- (11), ka- (12), tu- (13), bhu- (14),
ku- (15), ha- (16), ku- (17), mu- (18)

si-ti  sy-a-ghw-d mu-hamd ghw-a-ghw-a

7-tree 7-PST-fall-F 3-tembo_palm  3-PST-fall-F

‘Tree fell down.’ ‘Tembo tree fell down.’

P061 Animate agreement: Can animate nouns show subject agreement with class 1/2 regardless
of class membership? (without class shift, e.g. the addition of a diminutive class)

V. 2 optional

li-mwéma li-li#thu-lyat-a a-littku-lyat-a ng’-oombé  ji-littku-lyat-a
5-albino  5-be#15-walk-F  1-be#15-walk-F 9-cattle 9-be#15-walk-F
‘Albino is walking.’ ‘S/he is walking.’ “The cow is walking.’

N. applicable only for +human (not animal) or applied to animals in folktales

P062 1st and 2nd person plurals: Are first person plural and second person plural subject
prefixes identical?

V.no

tu- (1PL) / mu- (2PL)

P063 Honorific plural: Can plural persons be used to express a honorific singular?
V. 1 second person plural subject marker

mw-a-lal-a mpold, bha-kulu? (for female singular)

2PL-PST-sleep-F peaceful 2-elder

‘How are you, the respected madam?’

mw-a-ldal-a mpold, bha-jango? (for male singular)
2PL-PST-sleep-F peaceful 2-guy
‘How are you, the respected mister?’

N. used for parents, parents-in law

P064 Coordinated nominals: What subject agreement does the verb show with coordinated

nominals?
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V. 2 the verb always shows agreement with both/all coordinated nominals

mu-hiighi né lii-kabhwa bha-litku-lydt-a si-ti  né é-daldja  fy-a-ghw-a
I-hunter and  5-dog 2-bet#t15-walk-F 7-tree and5-bridge 8-PST-fall-F
‘Hunter and a dog are walking.’ ‘A tree and a bridge fell down.’

N. [thuman]+[+/-human]=CL2, [-human]+[-human]=CL§

P065 Past time reference: How is past time reference formally divided?

V. 2 past time is divided into two (e.g hodiernal vs. pre-hodiernal, etc)

tu-ka-V-ilé tw-a-ka-V-a /  tw-a-ka-V-ang-a
1P-DIS-V-ANT 1PL-PST-DIS-V-F 1PL-PST-DIS-V-ITS-F
‘We had Ved (yesterday till now).” ‘We Ved / We already finished Ving (long time ago).’

tu-V-ilé tw-a-V-a /  tw-a-V-dang-a
IPL-V-ANT IPL-PST-V-F IPL-PST-V-ITS-F
‘We have Ved (generally in the past).” ‘We Ved / We already finished Ving (today).’

(In -7lé case the distinction is not hodiernal/pre-hodiernal, kd- refers the concrete time)

tw-a-lii-ka-V-a tw-a-na-ka-V-a
1PL-PST-HP-DIS-V-F 1PL-PST-SEM-V-F

‘We have ever Ved long time ago.” ‘We already Ved long time ago.’

tw-a-lii-V-a tw-a-na-V-a
IPL-PST-HP-V-F IPL-PST-SEM-V-F
‘We have ever Ved.’ ‘We already Ved.’

N. hodiernal vs. pre-hodiernal / near vs. remote by Distal kd-

P066 Future time reference: How is future time reference formally divided?
V. 2 future time is divided into two (e.g hodiernal vs. post-hodiernal, etc)
tu-loo-V-a tu-loo-ka-V-a tu-laa-ku-V-a

‘We will V (today).” ‘We will V (later than tomorrow).” “We will V right now.’
N. hodiernal vs. post-hodiernal by Distal kd- + immediate future by /aa-

P067 Suffix -ag-: Is there a tense/aspect (pre-final) suffix -ag- or a similar form used with an
imperfective meaning (expressing for instance habituality/iterativity/pluractionality/intensity)?
V. yes

lydnga! ‘Now you can eat!” (permission) < /yad! ‘Eat!’, tenddnga! ‘Now you can say!’ (permission) <
tenda! ‘Say!’, ja! (SQG)/jé! (PL) > janga! (SG) /jénge! (PL) ‘Now you can go!’ (permission)
tw-a-V-a /tw-a-V-ang-a ‘We Ved (today). / We already finished Ving (today).’
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tw-a-ka-V-a / tw-a-V-ka-ang-a ‘We Ved (before yesterday). / We already finished Ving (before
yesterday).’

N. intensity and permission?

P068 Suffix -ile: Is there a tense/aspect suffix -ile or a similar form (as a reflex of *-ide)?

V. yes
tu-ghus-ilé (Achievement verb) *tu-lyds-ilé
1PL-buy-ANT 1PL-walk-ANT

‘We bought (in the past, not indicating when).’

N. -ilé spirantizes the preceding C, some active verbs cannot take -7/¢ form

P069 Itive marker: Is there an itive motional/directional marker? (e.g. ka- prefix)
V. 1 yes, with a ka- prefix in restricted contexts only (e.g. subjunctive)

gha-a-j-a ka-nyadagh-a / mu-ka-nyadgh-a / mu-ku-nyadgh-a

1-PST-go-F  IT-bathe-F  18-IT-bathe-F 18-15-bathe-F

‘S/he went to take a bath.’

gha-a-j-a ki-nyadgh-a
1-PST-go-F  15-bathe-F
‘S/he started taking a bath.’

kanyaaghe! ‘Go to take a bath!’, kalye! ‘Go to eat!’, kaje! / kajénge! ‘Now go!’

N. after motion verb, or Subjunctive (imperative, meaning go)

P070 Ventive marker: Is there a ventive motional/directional marker (‘come and V’)?

V. no

P071 Imperatives: Is the basic imperative formally identical to the verb stem (root-ext.-FV)?
V.yes

-ja ‘go’ > ja! (SG)/jé! (PL) > jdnga! (SG)/jénge! (PL) ‘Now you can go!’ (permission) > kaje! (both
SG and PL)

-nyaagha ‘take a bath’, nyadgha! (SG) / nyaaghe! (PL) > nyadghdanga! (SG) / nyadghénge! (PL) ‘Now
you can take a bath!” (permission)

N. also with an itive ka-, see P069
P072 Plural imperatives: Is there a singular/plural distinction in imperative verb forms?

V. 2 yes, the plural is expressed by substitution of the final vowel
Jjisa! (SG)/ jisé! (PL) ‘Come!’
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P073 TAM slots: In an inflected verb form, is preverbal marking of tense/aspect/mood typically
restricted to one slot?

V.no

N. PROC={PreSM-SM-PostSM"-PreR-ROOT-EXT"-PreF-F }=ENC, PostSM" maximally takes four

slots

P074 Conjoint/disjoint: Does the language have a conjoint/disjoint distinction?

V. no

P075 Object marking: Are there object markers on the verb (excluding locative object markers,
see parameters P012 & P013)?

V. 1 yes, there are only pre-stem object markers

N- (1SG), ku- (2SG), mu- (3SG/1), tu- (1PL), mi- / mu- (2PL), bha- (3PL/2), ghu- (3), ji-/si- (4), li-
(5), gha- (6), si- (7), fi- (8), ji- (9), si- (10), lu- (11), ka- (12), tu- (13), bhu- (14), ku- (15), ha- (16),
ku- (17), mu- (18), li- (RFL)

N. Post-verbal enclitics are only locative

P076 Multiple object marking: Is it possible to have more than one pre-stem object marker?

V. 3 yes, but only in certain structural contexts and they must appear in a specific order

bha-littku-ka-n-dim-il-a bha-lit#tku-ka-mu-lim-il-a
2-be#15-12-1SG-farm-AP-F 2-be#15-12-1-farm-AP-F
‘They cultivate it (12) for me.’ ‘They cultivate it (12) for him.’
n-dittki-si-mu-ha si-tadabhu  juma

1SG-be#15-7-1-give 7-book PN

‘I give the book to Juma.’

N. two OMs are applicable when DO-IO and the second OM includes nasal (1SG, 3SG/1, 2PL, 9, 10).
OK: kii-si-m-pa, kii-ji-mu-h-d NG: *ku-n-si-h-a, *ki-mu-ji-h-d

P077 Reflexive: Is the reflexive expressed by a reflexive marker in a pre-stem verbal slot on the
verb?

V. 1 yes, by a form similar to -i- (reflex of *yi)

ke-e-find-e! bha-twana  bha-lithw-i-swakul-a kaabhula jya ku-ladl-a
IT-RF-make_effort-SUB 2-child 2PL-be#15-RF-brush-F  before ASSC9  15-sleep-F
‘Go and make an effort! Children brush their teeth before going to sleep.’

ke-n-di-find-e!
IT-1SG-RF-make_effort-SUB

‘Wait, let me make an effort!’
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N. i- ~ li-

P078 Object doubling: Can the object marker and the post-verbal lexical object noun phrase co-
occur in the same domain? (excluding ‘afterthought’ constructions)

V. 1 yes, co-occurrence is possible/optional

na-a-mw-rthagh-a Jjuma

1SG-PAST-1-kill-F PN

‘I killed Juma.’

n-dittki-mu-h-a Jjuma si-tadbhu /  n-dittki-si-ha Jjuma  si-taabhu
1SG-be#15-1-give-F PN 7-book / 1SG-be#15-7-give-F PN 7-book

‘I give Juma a book.’

P079 Subjunctive final -e: Is the subjunctive normally formed by means of a final -e? (with

possible exceptions, such as loanwords)

V.yes

tu-sahuil-e si-bhénde tu-ahiidi
1PL-talk-SUB 7-Bende 1PL-promise-©
‘Let’s talk Bende.’ ‘Let’s promise.’

P080 Negative final vowel: Is there a negative final vowel (e.g. -i, -e)? (see also parameters P052

and P053)

V.yes

[i]/ [e]?

n-dittku-ly-a bhu-ghali lék-e né-n-si-bhul-w-i ma-nagha
1SG-bet#15-eat-F 14-porridge  stop-SUB CONIJ-1SG-NEG-lose-PAS-NEG  6-power
‘I eat porridge, in order not to lose the power.’ =P058

n-0-si-tend-1 ghw-é-tend-e

CONJ-2SG-NEG-say-NEG  2SG-?-say-SUB?
‘Don’t say! (SG)’

mu-si-tend-i mw-é-tend-e
2PL-NEG-say-NEG 2PL-?-say-SUB?
‘Don’t say! (PL)’

P081 Defective verbs: Are there ‘defective verbs’ which do not exhibit regular inflection?
V. 2 yes, a subset of (non-borrowed) verbs, such as ‘know’ or ‘say’
-bhwené ‘see’ (cf. -lold), -jinsi ‘know’ (cf. -manya) used in ANT (Resultative). Both defective and

regular verbs are used (stylistic difference)
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u-many-ilé ny-inst
2SG-know-ANT 1SG-know
‘Do you know? I know.’

P082 TAM and auxiliaries: Are there dedicated auxiliaries for different tense/aspect/moods?
V. 1 yes, each auxiliary is used with a specific tense/aspect/mood

-ja ‘go’ > -ja + INF ‘begin to do’

-bhula ‘lose’ > -bhula + INF ‘missed to do’

-kobhola ‘win’ > -kobhold + INF ‘can’

-sumwd + CONS ‘at last ...

n-a-n-j-d ki-teék-a

CONJ-PST-1SG-AUXgo-F  15-cook-F

‘I have started cooking I went to cook.’

*n-ji-ilé ku-teék-a n-ji-ilé mu-ku/ka-teék-a

1SG-AUX.go-ANT 15-cook-F  1SG-AUX.go-ANT  18-15/IT-cook-F

n-kobhw-élé ku-teék-a

1SG-can-ANT 15-cook-F

‘I can cook.’

gha-a-sumw-d gha-a-teék-a
1-PST-at.last-F 1-CONS-cook-F
‘Finally s/he cooked.’

sumbwd + CONS/SUB ‘S had better....” (Adverbial phrase)

sumbwd  gha-a-li-fundiisy-a  si-sukuma kuliko si-bhénde sumbwd  a-teék-e

had_better 1-CONS-RF-learn-F 7-Sukuma than 7-Bende had.better 1-cook-SUB

‘S/he had better learn Sukuma than Bende S/he had better cook.’

N. PST & FUT tense only. No Resultative, Present, NEG. NEG is expressed peripherally with /éke=

P083 Multiple auxiliaries: Can two (or more) auxiliaries co-occur with the same main verb
form?

V.no
P084 Agreement in complex constructions: In complex constructions, does the subject trigger

agreement on both the auxiliary and the main verb?

V. no yes
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[no] AUX+INF

n-a-n-j-d ku-ly-a
CONJ-PST-1SG-PST-go-F  15-eat-F
[yes]AUX+CONS (-sumwd + CONS)

gha-a-sumw-d gha-a-teék-a
1-PST-at_last-F 1-CONS-cook-F
‘Finally s/he cooked.’

P085 Auxiliary semantics: Are there auxiliaries which express semantic notions beyond
tense/aspect? (i.e. notions which are often expressed by adverbs in European languages, like
manner such as ‘quickly’)

V. 3 yes, both 1 (yes, only in the domain of modality (ability, possibility, permission)) and 2 (yes, only
in the domain of verbal aspect (quickly, suddenly, repeatedly))

-kobhdla (ability), -jd (inchoative aspect)

P086 Copula as auxiliary: Is the copula used as an auxiliary?
V.yes

tu-littku-tend-a

1PL-be#15-say-F

‘We are talking now.’

N. Progressive aspect

P087 Verbal relative morphology: Are there relative forming strategies which employ verbal

morphology?
V.yes
mu-ntu  gh-a-n-téh-ang-a (Subject relative)

I-some  1-PST-1SG-like-ITS-F

‘The man liked me. / The man who liked me’

mu-ntu  gho=n-a-n-téh-ang-a (Object relative)

I-some  REL1-CONJ-PST-1SG-like-ITS-F

“The man whom I liked’

N. through a pre-initial clitic (Object relativisor, Subject relative clause is same as indicative). Relative
clitics: gho=, bho=, gho=, jo=, lyo=, gho=, syo=, fyo=, jo=, syo=, lo=, ko=, to=, bho=, ko=,

ho=, ko=, mo=
P088 Nominal relative morphology: Are there relative strategies which employ a nominal
relative marker?

V.yes
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N. by a form derived from referential demonstratives (gho= from ghodgho munti / ghoogho

(referentiall) or uuigho (referential2))

P089 Relativisor agreement: When the relative marker is a separate word, does it agree with the
head noun?

V. yes

P090 Subject-Relativisor: When the relative marker is a separate word, can it be preceded by
the subject in non-subject relative clauses?

V. no

P091 Relative verb agreement: In non-subject relatives, what does the verb of the relative clause
agree with?

V. 2 the subject

mw-enda ghw=a-téh-ilé yiko / yuko ghw=a-téh-ilé

3-cloth  REL3=l1-like-ANT PN PN  REL3=l-like-ANT

‘The cloth which Yuko likes’

P092 Subject-Relative verb: In non-subject relatives, can the subject be preverbal?
V.yes
N. see P091

P093 Resumptive pronouns in relatives: In non-subject relatives, is there a resumptive element
referring to the head noun (through object marking or independent pronoun)?

V. no

si-taabhu syo=n-som-ilé *syo=n-si-som-ilé
7-book  REL7=1SG-read-ANT REL7=1SG-7-read-ANT
‘The book which I read’

P094 Headless adverbial relatives: Can headless relatives be used as adverbial clauses, with, for

instance, temporal (‘when...”), locative (‘where...”), or manner (‘how...”) meaning?

V.yes

[When clause] CL14/17 (bho=/ho=)

bhw=a-ka-ji-ilé / hw=a-ka-ji-ilé kiu-mpanda  juma,
REL14=1-DIS-go-ANT / REL16=1-DIS-go-ANT 17-PN PN,
a-ka-mu-bhwené=ko yitko

1-DIS-see=17 PN

‘When Juma went to Mpanda, he saw Yuko.’
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[Where] CL17 (ko=)
kw=a-ka-ji-ilé
17-1-DIS-go-ANT

‘The place where he went’

[Cause/manner clause] CL8/14 (fyo=/bho=)
fy=a-ka-ji-ilé ki-mpanda  juma ni mu-ka-ghul-a mw-énda
REL8=3-DIS-go-ANT  17-PN PN  COP I8-ITV-buy-F 3-cloth

‘The reason why Juma went to Mpanda is to go to buy a cloth.’

mu-ntu  bhw=d-koo-n-fundaanil-a mw-enda bhé=n-gu-téh-ilé
1-some  REL14=1-HAB-1SG-help-F 3-cloth  REL14=1SG-3-like-ANT
“The type of person that usually helps me’ “The type of cloth that I like’

P095 Gapless relatives: Are gapless relatives/noun-modifying clauses attested?
V.yes

ka-afu ko=bha-litthu-kaldng-a ma-sembé ni ka-sogha

12-smell REL12=2PL-be#15-fry 6-fish COP 12-good

‘The smell which they’re frying fish is good.’

mpiija sy=a-ka-ghus-iis-ié mu-utitka
10-money REL10-1-DIS-buy-CAU-ANT  3-car

“The money s/he sold the car.’

P096 TAM and relatives: Can relative clauses express the full range of tense/aspect/mood

distinctions found in main clauses?

V.yes

si-taabhu [syo=n-ka-ghus-ilé] ni si-soghd

7-book  [REL7=1SG-DIS-buy-ANT] COP 7-good

“The book which I bought is good.’

N. [syo=n-dittkii-ghul-a] (PRS), [syo=n-a-n-gul-a | n-a-n-ka-ghul-a] (PST), [syo=n-doo-ghul-a | n-
doo-ka-ghul-a] (FUT)

P097 Clefts: How are clefts formed?

V. 1 through the use of a segmentally expressed copula

[+ REL] (+inversion)

ni si-tadabhu syo=n-téh-ilé gho=si-tadbhu  syo=n-téh-ilé

COP 7-book  REL7=1SG-like-ANT  FOC=7-book REL7=1SG-like-ANT
‘It’s the book that I liked.’
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gho=mu-bhénde gha-lit#i-kom-a
FOC=1-Bende  1-be#15-be well-F

‘It’s Bende who is good.’

[+REL] (+inversion)

ni n-sofu Jyo=gha-a-ke-éhagh-ing-a Jjuma

COP 9-elephant REL9=1-PST-DIS-kill-ITS-F PN
gho=n-sofu gha-a-ke-éhagh-ang-a  juma
FOC=9-elephant 1-PST-DIS-kill-ITS-F PN

‘It’s the elephant which Juma killed.’

N. ni NOUN + REL clause, gho=NOUN + REL clause / inversion

P098 Clefted word classes: In addition to canonical noun phrases, may other categories be
clefted?

V.yes

[Locative]

ni ku-katuma ko=n-téh-ilé ki-j-a < n-téh-ilé kii-j-a ku-katuma
COP 17-PN REL17=1SG-like-ANT 15-go-F  1SG-like-ANT  15-go-F  17-PN
‘It’s Katuma where I like to go.’ ‘I like to go to Katuma.’

[Infinitive]

ni kii-som-a  ko=n-téh-ilé < n-téh-ilé kii-som-a

COP 15-read-F 15=1SG-like-ANT 1SG-like-ANT  15-read-F

‘I like TO READ.’

[Adverbial phrase]
ni fy=a-littku-tend-a fyo=n-téh-ilé
COP RELS8=1-be#15-say-F =~ RELS8-1SG-like-ANT
‘It’s the way how s/he says that I like.’
< n-téh-ilé fy=a-li#tku-tend-a
1SG-like-ANT ~ REL8=1-be#15-say-F
‘I like how s/he says.’

P099 Yes/no questions: In addition to intonation, are there other means used to encode yes/no
questions (polar interrogatives)?

V.no

Tag question forms through enclitics available, =elo ‘is it?’ for affirmative, =ehi ‘isn’t it?” for negative
ghw-a-téh-e=élo fi-taabhu? ty=o-téh-ilé=chi fi-taabhu
2SG-PST-like-F=TQA  8-book NEG=2SG-like-ANT=TQN 8-book

“You like books, yes? / Do you like books?’ “You don’t like books, no? / Don’t you like books?’
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P100 Wh-element location: In the dominant strategy for argument wh-questions, where does the

wh-element typically appear?

V.5 insitu

no-oghwe u-jit-ilwé ghanyi? u-kii-hens-a N
CONJ-wewe 2SG-call-PAS.ANT who 2SG-15-want-F  what
‘As whom are you called?’ ‘What do you want?’

P101 ‘why’ applicatives: Can ‘why’ be formed through the combination of an applicative on the
verb + ‘what’?

V.no

The sentence below comes out as why-applicative construction

u-littku-lil-il-a N / u-littku-lil-a na ST

2S8G-be#15-cry-AP-F what / 2SG-be#15-cry-F with  what

ni kui-st bho=o-littku-lil-a?

COP 17-what REL14=2SG-be#15-cry-F

‘Why are you crying?’

N. kusi? “Why?’ (CL17-what)

P102 Equative predication: How is equative predication achieved with non-discourse
participants?

V. 4 both 1 (an invariable copula only) and 2 (variable (class-inflected) copulas only (does not include
verbal copulas)) = both variable (class-inflected) and invariable copulas

[invariable copula ni] [variable (class-inflected) copula, SM-/i]

uughwe  ni mu-bhénde / uughwe  u-li mu-bhénde

2SG COP 1-Bende / 2SG 2SG-be  1-Bende

‘You are a Bende.’

P103 Affirmative copula: In the copula system, what is the form of the affirmative copula?
V. 1 of the shape ni (or similar)
N. see P102

P104 Copula’s other meanings: In addition to equative predication, may a copula form be used

to convey other meanings?

V.yes

[SM-/i] location, possession [ni] presentative, ostentative, cleft

n-di ku-katuma n-di=na mw-ana  ni ku-katuma — ko=n-di

1SG-be  17-Katuma 1SG-be=with 1-child COP 17-Katuma REL17=1SG-be
‘I am in Katuma.’ ‘I have a child.” ‘It’s Katuma where [ am.’
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P105 ‘to have’: How is possession (‘to have’) expressed?

V. 2 the defective verb ‘be’ + preposition ‘with’ only

n-di=nd mw-ana m-be-élé nd si-ntu n-doo-bha nd si-ntu
1SG-be=with 1-child 1SG-be-ANT with 7-some 1SG-FUT-be with 7-some
‘I have a child.’ ‘I had a thing.’ ‘I will have a thing.’

P106 Verb + cognate object: Are there verbal constructions with obligatory cognate objects?
V. yes

n-a-ny-imbd ny-imbo

CONJ-PST-1SG-sing 9-song

‘I sang a song.’

P107 Verb doubling constructions: Are there verb doubling constructions, where a non-finite
verb form (e.g. infinitive, verbal base) appears before an inflected form of the same verb?

V. 2: yes, for topicalisation

ku-teék-a n-dittki-teék-a

15-cook-F 1SG-be#15-cook-F

‘Yes, I cook.”

bhw=a-littki-j-a gha-a-j-a ku-mpanda,
REL14=1-be#15-go-F ~ 1-CONS-go-F 17-PN
a-loo-bh-a  gha-a-tu-leet-el-a mu-kaate
1-FUT-be-F  1-CONS-1PL-bring-APP-F  3-bread

‘Because s/he often goes to Mpanda, s/he will bring us with bread.’

[Reduplication]
n-dittku-teeka-téék-a
1SG-be#15-cook-RED-F

‘I cook so much.’

P108 Light verb constructions: Are there complex predicates or light verb constructions of the
form beat colour ‘to paint’? (e.g. ‘-piga’ in Swahili)

V. yes

[-huula “hit’] ~ ngoma ‘drum’, ~ hoti “‘call when visiting’, ~ kaghuunsu ‘make sounds using teeth’, ~
musitaali ‘draw a line’, ~ éteké ‘kick’, ~ mansi ‘drink alcohol, swim’, ~ nsangd ‘play with maraca’, ~

kamogha ‘smoke a drug’, ~ kiila ‘vote’

[-jila ‘do, make’] ~ milimo ‘work’, ~ bhuldnga ‘make noise’, ~ kabhili ‘repeat’, ~ mwdju ‘yawn’, ~

matuuitu ‘emit a momentary sound’, ~ mwétyd ‘sneeze’, ~ nkubhikubhi ‘hiccup’
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[-bhitka ‘put’] ~ lisante ‘put a sign’

P109 Passivisation in ditransitives: In double object constructions, can either object become
subject under passivisation?

V. yes

N. see P038

P110 Object marking in ditransitives: In double object constructions, can either object be

expressed by an object marker, independently of the other object?

V. yes

[Causative]

n-dittkii-mu-kos-y-a juma mi-limo / mi-limo  juma
1SG-be#15-1-do-CAU-F PN 4-work 4-work PN

‘I am working for Juma for free.’

n-dittkii-ji-mu-kos-y-a gha-a-ji-n-kos-y-a mi-limo
1SG-be#15-4-1-do-CAU-F  1-be#15-4-1SG-do-CAU-F  4-work

‘S/he is working for me for free.’

[Applicative]
bha-littkv/mu-ka-n-dim-il-a
2-be#15-12-1SG-farm-APP-F

“They farm it (12) for me.’ =P076

[Ditransitive]

n-dittki-mu-h-a juma  si-taabhu n-dittku-si-ha juma  si-taabhu
1SG-be#15-1-give-F PN 7-book  1SG-be#15-7-give-F PN 7-book

‘I give Juma a book.’ =P078

P111 Pro-drop: Can the grammatical subject be omitted (i.e. is there pro-drop)? (link with P060)
V.yes

(uune) n-a-n-dy-d

(1SG) CONJ-PST-18G-eat-F

‘I ate.
P112 Dem-Noun: Is it possible for a demonstrative to precede the head noun?

V. 2 yes, and an additional demonstrative follows the noun: Dem-Noun-Dem

N. see P020
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P113 Quant-Noun: Is there a prenominal quantifier?
V. yes
kila (sintu)

‘every (thing)’

P114 Possessive in multiple modifiers: In the case of co-occurring modifiers, does the possessive
normally appear closest to the noun?

V. yes

mu-alimu ghw-etu ghwa si-swahili *mu-alimu ghwa si-swahili ghw-etu

I-teacher 1-POS.1PL  ASSC1  7-Swahili

‘Our Swahili teacher.’

P115 SVO: Is Subject-Verb-Object the canonical constituent order in a neutral context
(topic/comment)?

V.yes

juma gha-a-ke-éhagh-dng-a  n-sofu

PN 1-PST-DIS-kill-ITS-F  9-elephant

‘Juma killed an elephant.’

P116 Control of object order: In ditransitive constructions, are there mechanisms which control
the order of multiple objects?
V. 2 yes, the order is determined by the thematic/semantic properties of the objects (e.g. benefactive-

theme, animacy)

n-a-n-si-mu-h-a juma  si-taabhu n-a-a-mu-h-a juma  si-taabhu
CONIJ-PST-1SG-7-1-give-F PN 7-book CONIJ-PST-1SG-1-give-F PN 7-book

‘I gave Juma a book.’ ‘I gave Juma a book.’

n-a-n-ji-mu-h-d juma  O-simu

CONJ-PST-1SG-9-1-give-F PN 9-phone

‘I gave Juma a phone.’

P117 Object order asymmetry: In pragmatically neutral ditransitive constructions, can either
object be adjacent to the verb?

V.no

N. see P038

P118 Focus position: In simple main clauses, is there a specific syntactic focus position?
V. 1 immediately after the verb (IAV)

Q: Whom do you like?
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A: n-téh-ilé Jjuma [Cleft] ni juma  gho=n-téh-ilé
1SG-like-ANT PN COP PN  RELI1=1SG-like-ANT

‘I like Juma.’ ‘It’s Juma whom I like.’

P119 Aux-Obj.pronoun-Verb: In auxiliary constructions, can object pronouns be placed
between the auxiliary and the main verb?

V.no

a-littku-kobhol-a  seesyo si-taabhu ki-(si)-som-a < a-littki-kobhdl-a ku-som-a seesyo si-taabhu
1-be#15-can-F  DEM7 7-book  15-7-read-F

‘S/he can read the book.’

P120 Infinitive-Auxiliary: Is it possible for an infinitive to appear before the auxiliary?
V. yes

[-kobhdla + INF] OK

ku-teék-a n-kobhw-élé < n-kobhw-élé¢ ku-teék-a

15-cook-F 1SG-can-ANT

‘I can COOK.’

[jé +INF, -bhuld+INF] NG

*ku-teék-a  n-d-n-j-da < n-a-n-ja ki-teék-a
15-cook-F CONIJ-PST-1SG-go ‘I began cooking.’
*ku-teék-a n-a-m-bul-a < n-a-m-bul-a ku-teék-a

15-cook-F CONJ-PST-1SG-miss-F ‘I missed to cook.’

P121 Verb-subject: Are there verb-initial clauses with subject inversion (e.g. thetic statements
or subject focus)?

V. 1 yes, and the verb agrees with the postverbal subject?

Ji-sya-littkw-is-a=ko @-masine

9-PER-be#15-come-F=17  9-milling_machine

“The milling machine HAD NOT COME there yet.’

N. No agreement change occurs but locative inversion.

P122 Locative inversion: Is locative inversion attested?

V. 1 yes, formally (i.e. the verb shows agreement with a preceding noun phrase which is locative
marked)

ha-katuma — bha-ntu  bha-a-kd-fw-d ha-katuma  ha-a-ka-fw-d bhd-ntu
16-Katuma  2-some  2PL-PST-DIS-die-F 16-Katuma  16-PST-DIS-die-F ~ 2-some
‘In Katuma PEOPLE died (not animals).’ ‘In Katuma people DIED.’
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P123 Patient inversion: Is patient inversion (subject-object reversal) attested?

V. no

Jjuma  n-dittki-mu-huil-o  one ni Juma  gho=n-dit#ki-huul-a
PN  1SG-be#15-1-hit-F  1SG COP PN  RELI=1SG-be#15-hit-F
‘I hit Juma.’ ‘It’s Juma whom I hit.’

N. No formal (agreement) change on the verb

P124 Instrument inversion: Is instrument inversion attested?

V.no

ka-ambi  ka-littku-mw-thagh-a juma < juma a-lithw-thagh-w-@  nd ka-ambi
12-knife  12-be#15-1-kill-F PN PN 1-be#15-kill-PAS-F by 12-knife
“The knife kills Juma.’ ‘Juma is killed by the knife.’

N. No formal (agreement) change on the verb

P125 Conjunction ‘and’: Is the conjunction ‘and’ used in coordinated nouns (or noun phrases)

the same as the one used in coordinated clauses?

V.yes
n-a-n-j-d ki-mpanda,  no juma  gha-a-fum-da kii-mpanda
CONIJ-PST-1SG-go-F  17-PN CONJ PN 1-PST-go out-F 17-PN

‘I went to Mpanda and Juma went out from Mpanda.’

tune no juma  tw-a-j-d ki-mpanda
ISG and PN  1PL-PST-go-F  17-PN
‘I and Juma went to Mpanda.’

N. nd (né, no)

P126 Subsequent/consecutive: Is there any verbal marker to express combinations of clauses

encoding subsequent/consecutive events?

V.yes
n-a-n-j-da kiu-mpanda,  n-da-n-gul-a=ko ng’-oombe
CONIJ-PST-1SG-go-F  17-PN CONIJ-CONS-1SG-buy-F=17  9-cattle

‘I went to Mpanda and bought a cow there.’

n-a-n-halamik-a mu-laabho,  n-d-n-j-a kii-n-osfisi,
CONIJ-PST-1SG-awake-F ~ 3-morning ~ CONJ-CONS-1SG-go-F 17-9-office
n-a-n-kol-a mi-limo

CONIJ-CONS-1SG-do-F 4-work

‘I got up in the morning, then I went to the office, then I worked.’

N. @- (CONS) in TAM slot (post SM)
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P127 Complementiser presence: Is a subordinator/complementiser present in a subordinate

clause?

V. 1 yes, optionally

gha-a-tend-a O | ti | kubhd | ti kubha | kubhala ti] ghd-d-j-a
1-PST-say-F [COMP] 1-CONS-go-F
‘S/he said that s/he went.’

N. ti..., kubha..., ti kubha..., kubhala ti...

P128 Complementiser location: Where does the subordinator/complementiser appear with

respect to the subordinate clause?
V. 1 in front of the clause

N. see P127

P129 Complementiser origin: Is there a subordinator/complementiser derived from a verb

meaning ‘say’ or ‘tell’?

V.yes
t..., ku-bhala ti... <ku-bhala  ‘say’
ku-bha..., ti ku-bha... < ku-bha ‘15-be’

P130 Complementiser agreement: Is there an agreement marker on
subordinator/complementiser?

V. no

P131 if-clauses expression: How are conditional clauses (or if-clauses) expressed?
V. 4 both a conjunction and a specific tense/aspect/mood are possible in the same clause
kubha ghd-a-j-a ku-mu-jiini, a-loo-jis-a né mu-kadadte

if 1-CONS-go-F 17-3-town 1-FUT-come-F  and  3-bread

‘If s/he goes to town, s/he will come back with bread.’

N. kubhd / ndi + CONS, FUT (conditional), mbi / mbe + IRR (SM-na-V-e), IRR (irrelias)

P132 if-clause order: Does the subordinate if-clause always precede the main then-clause?
V.no

Compare with (131)

a-loo-jis-a né mu-kaate, kubha ghd-a-j-a ku-mu-jiini

1-FUT-come-F  with  3-bread if 1-CONS-go-F 17-3-town

‘S/he will come with a bread, if s’/he goes to the town.’

the

P133 if-clause = then-clause: Do the verbs in the if-clause and the then-clause have the same

tense/aspect marking?
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V.no

kubha ghd-a-j-a ki-mu-jiini,  a-laatthw-is-a né mu-kadte
if 1-CONS-go-F 17-3-town 1-FUT.N#15-come-F with  3-bread
‘If s/he goes to the town, s/he will come with a bread.’

N. Future tense only, but all future forms (loo-, loo-ka-, laa-kit) are OK. NG with Present progressive

P134 Hypothetical = Counterfactual: Are hypothetical (if I Ved) and counterfactual (if I had

Ved) clauses expressed in different ways?

V.no
mbi/mbe  a-nd-j-e ki-mu-jiini,  a-na-leét-e mui-kate
if 1-IRR-go-SUB  17-3-town,  1-IRR-bring-SUB 3-bread

‘If s/he would go to town, s/he would bring with bread.’

N. mbi/mbe + IRR (SM-na-V-e)

P135 Temporal adverbial clauses: How are temporal adverbial clauses formed (e.g. when-clause,
onceclause, after-clause, before-clause, etc)?

V. 3 both 1 (by the use of specific constructions) and 2 (by the use of specific tense/aspect/mood

marking)

N. see P094

[When-clause] CL14/16 (bho=/ho=)

bhw=a-ka-ji-ilé / hw=a-ka-ji-ilé ki-mpanda  juma,
REL14=1-DIS-go-ANT /REL16=1-DIS-go-ANT 17-PN PN

a-ka-mu-bhwené=ko yuko
1-DIS-see=17 PN

‘When Juma went to Mpanda, he saw Yuko.’

[Before-clause] Persistive + kundi CONS

a-ka-bhe-élé n-a-sya-li no ku-fik-a kiu-mpanda,
1-DIS-be-ANT  CONIJ-1-PER-be andl5-arrive-F  17-PN
kundi  ghd-a-lwal-a

then 1-CONS-become sick-F

‘Before s/he arrived at the town, s/he got sick (at the place where s/he lives).’

[After-clause] Adverbial phrase (bhadda jya + INF)

bhadada  jya ku-j-a ku-mu-jitni,  gha-a-fik-a gha-a-lwdal-a
after of 15-go-F  17-3-town,  1-PST-arrive-F  1-CONS-become_sick-F

‘After s/he arrived at the town, s/he got sick.’

P136 Locative adverbial clauses: How are locative adverbial clauses (‘where’-clauses) formed?
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V. 2 by the use of a specific (relativised) verb form

hw=a-jike-élé ni ha-sogha ko=o-ji-ilé ni ki-sogha
REL16=1-stay-ANT COP 16-good REL17=2SG-go-ANT  COP 17-good
‘The place where s/he lives is good.’ “The place where you go is good.’

P137 Comparative: How is the comparative (and by extension the superlative) conveyed?
V. 1 by the verb ‘surpass/exceed’

hamisi ni mu-tali  kiu-sumb-a  yasini

PN COP 1-tall 15-surpass-F PN

‘Hamisi is taller than Yasini.’

N. kusumba ‘to surpass’

P138 SM in non-finite clauses: Can non-finite clauses have an overt subject? (For John to eat
cookies is fun / John eating cookies is fun / people to play football is annoying)

V.yes

juma ku-nyw-a md-dalwa ni n-sémbo  jy-aje

PN 15-drink-F 6-alcoholic_drink COP  9-habit  9-POS.3SG

‘For Juma to drink alcohol is his habit.’

N. No SM, but an overt subject appears in a bare form

P139 Verb inflection in raising constructions: In raising constructions, can the raising verb (i.e.

in the upper clause) and the main verb (in the lower clause) both be inflected?

V.yes
joni  a-lol-éék-é [ni mu-kol-a mi-limo | kubhd a-littku-kol-a mi-limo]
PN 1-see-IMP-ANT [COP 1-do-F 4-work | that  1-be#15-do-F 4-work]

‘John seems like a working man. / John seems that he is doing work.’

joni  bha-littku-mu-bhal-a=ko [mi-pwél-a  ka-méoghalkubhd a-lithki-pwél-a  kd-mooghal
PN 2-be#15-1-say-F=17 [1-smoke-F  12-marijuanajthat 1-be#15-smoke-F 12-marijuana]
‘People say about John that he is a marijuana smoker. | People say about John that he is smoking

marijuana.’

P140 Morphological focus marker: Can a focussed term be marked by a morphological focus
marker?

V. yes

gho=mu-sagha  ku-kula  gho=mu-sagha  ghw-d-sumb-a

FOC=3-wind 15-big FOC=3-wind 3-CONS-surpass-F

‘It’s strong wind!’
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ni mu-sagha mu-kali  ni mu-sagha ghw-d-sumb-a
COP 3-wind  3-strong COP 3-wind  3-CONS-surpass-F
‘It’s strong wind!’

N. gho= or ni

P141 Focus-sensitive particles: Are there focus-sensitive particles such as ‘too’, ‘only’ or ‘even’?
V. yes

ninga jyd mu-sagha

even CON9 3-wind

‘Even the wind...”

N. ninga (CON9) even, tu= (proclitic) only, gho= (proclitic, FOC)

P142 Subject focalisation: Are the strategies available for questioning or focusing subjects
different from those available for other constituents? (e.g. subjects have to be clefted and cannot

be questioned in situ)

V.no

[Qlgha-a-jis-dng-a ghanyi?
1-PST-come-ITS-F  who
‘Who came?’

[A]ni juma  gha-a-jis-ang-a (*gho=juma)
COP PN  1-PST-come-ITS-F

‘It’s Juma that came.’

[Qlgho=mu-bhénde ghoogho?
FOC=1-Bende @ DEMI
‘Is s/he a Bende?’

[A] élo, gho=mu-bhénde
yes, FOC=1-Bende
‘Yes, s/he is a Bende.’

N. with usual focus marker gho= or cleft ni
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