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A Geolinguistic Approach to Competing Literary and Colloquial Readings

Huang, He
Institute of Modern Languages and Linguistics, Fudan University

[Abstract] This article studies the competing literary and colloquial readings of the third
division (%) of the Ma (k) rhyme in 58 dialects in Yixing County from a geolinguistic
perspective. It is proposed that the proportion of the colloquial reading under the same lexical
unit can reveal the Mandarin incidence to the Wu dialect. The geographic pattern is identified
through theme maps, quantitative maps, and isoglosses. It was found that the proportion of
colloquial reading is higher in the southern part of Yixing county than in the northern part,
which demonstrates that Mandarin strongly influences the Wu dialect along the Shanghai—
Nanjing railway line, while the area farther from the line retains more characteristics of the Wu
dialect.
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