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Distribution of “er” with Specific Reference to the Middle West Dialects

Yagi Kenji
Kokushikan University

[Abstract] This article describes the distribution of the /r/ sound with specific reference to
the northern dialect of Chinese and discusses its internal development in Chinese and its
relationship with surrounding languages. This is accomplished by considering the distribution of
“)JLifTH-—> and “H,” mainly in central and western China. It is assumed that *njei is the common
linguistic ancestor of all data under investigation. “Non-nasal” and “non-r”’ are the most important
changes in the development of *niei, which indicates a linguistic divide between south and north
China. However, many of the changes, including vowel simplification and self-syllabication, are
prevalent in both the southern and northern dialects. Finally, an overview of the distribution of
liquids in Chinese and other languages in contact with Chinese is provided. With regard to the
onset liquids, two main types can be distinguished in both Chinese and non-Chinese languages,
namely, types that only have one liquid and types that haves two liquids. Languages with one
liquid tend to be distributed in the south, and languages with two liquids tend to be distributed in
the north. With regard to the distribution of the final liquids, there is essentially only one type in
Chinese, which is mainly distributed in the north. In the non-Chinese languages, languages that
distinguish between the final /I/ and /r/ are distributed in the north, the languages without /I/ and
/r/ are distributed in the south, and the languages with only one final /r/ or /I/ are distributed in the

middle area.
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