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Chinese “Eight Immortals” and “Nanso Satomi Hakkenden’
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Meiji University
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Satomi Hakkenshi( BV /A\K L2 ) | the heroes of the tale “Nanso Satomi hakkenden( Bg#& H W
JNKAZ )", became hermits at the end of the story. After Hakkenshi retired in Toyama( & ILI ), Bakin,
the author the tale, called them “eight dog hermits( /A\KAl ). In terms of the group of eight hermits,
it is usual to recall Chiniese “Eight Immortals( /\ll )in Chinese literature.” In this paper, I investigate
a possibility that Bakin bore “Eight Immortals” in mind, when he wrote “Nanso Satomi hakkenden”.

“Ba Xian Chu Chu Dong You Ji( /Al 3 AL B 382 5E )" is a Chinese classical novel in which
Eight Immortals was focused. That story is composed of three stages: “their biographies,” “visiting no-
bles” and “great war”. It shares with “Nanso Satomi hakkenden”. However, if we scrutinize the hand-
written manuscripts of Bakin, the evidence in which he read “Dong You Ji” cannot be acquired. The
resemblance of two novels, supposedly, should consider “accidental coincidence”.

In addition, in all the Bakin's novels, any mention of Eight Immortals is not found. Further-
more, it was only Zhongli Quan( #f #f HE )that Bakin mentioned the member of Eight Immortals.
Besides Bakin's knowledge of Zhongli Quan just came from a dictionary and which should be superfi-
cial.

In the late of Edo period when Bakin worked, many variants of Eight Immortals tales but of
different members were introduced in the publications. Therefore, the Eight Immortals that appeared
in “Dong You Ji” was not realized as the sole version of the story in the Edo period. Thus, we should
be careful for the conventional understanding in Bakin study, in which a composition of Eight Immor-
tals of “six men and two women” is easily to associated with Satomi Hakkenshi, even if it included

two disguised female warriors.





