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Logical Subjects of the Resultative Complements in Chinese

Imai, Keiko

Shinshuu University

At least two different logical subjects can be assumed for the chitwan
‘eat+finish’ vs. chi+bao ‘eat+full’ type resultative verb constructions in modern
Chinese. Different syntactic behaviors of these resultative verb constructions
can be best demonstrated, once these constructions undergo the passive and/or
object-shift transformations. The chi+wan ‘eat+finish’ type can undergo these
transformations but not the chi+bao ‘eat+full’ type. In other words, the syntac-
tic difference consists in the fact that these constructions can undergo the
passivization, if and only if the logical subject of these resultative complements
happens to be the object of these transitive verb sentences, or “the pretransitive
is available if the complement belongs to the (logical) object but not if it
belongs to the (logical) subject (Y. R. Chao 1965, 636).” However, no syn-
tactic explanation has ever been offered for the question: why these construc-
tions can or cannot undergo these transformations. We interpret that it is not
due to the difference of the logical subject whether these constructions can
undergo the transformation. A transitive verb ceases to be ‘transitive’ on the
surface, once it occurs in the resultative verb construction in Chinese, when
the logical subject of the complement happens to be the subject of the sentence.
The objects of these transitive verbs do not surface, except for the “empty ob-
ject” (S. E. Yakhontov 1957, 39) occurring in such pseudo verb+object phrases
as chi+fan ‘to eat’, shuo+hua ‘to speak’, etc. An empty object ceases to be
‘empty’, once it occurs in the surface subject position of a passive construction
or the pretransitive position of an ordinary transitive verb construction. It is
thus concluded that the applicability and non-applicability of passive and/or
pretransitive transformations of Chinese resultative verb constructions is not
due to the difference of these complements’ logical subjects but to the general
disappearance of the objects on the surface in Chinese resultative verb construc-
tions.
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