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Nguyen Du and Bakin

: A comparison between two works
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Nguyen Du, a man of letters in Vietnam, wrote New Tale of Kim Van Kieu (or Tale of Kieu) in
the late 18th or the early 19th century.

It was written in the six-eight-word distich metre, which is one of traditional literary forms in
Vietnam. Tale of Kieu is highly evaluated as his masterpiece, at the same time is also considered one
of the greatest works in the history of Vietnamese literature. But it was not his original work but a
kind of adaptation novel based on Jin Yun Qiao Zhuan by Qing Xin Cai Ren, an unidentified Chinese
writer.

In Edo period of Japan, Jin Yun Qiao Zhuan was brought from China, and was translated into
Japanese by Nishida Korenori in 1763, titled as Popular Story of Jin Qiao. Later than that, Bakin
wrote Huzoku Kingyo Den, that is, Popular Story of Kinjuro and Uoko.

This report aims at giving some consideration in the above-mentioned works of Nguyen Du
and Bakin.

Briefly, Tale of Kieu by Nguyen Du could be evaluated to be a work with a high artistic and lit-
erary value found in such three points as the graceful style of traditional Vietnamese narrative, the af-
fluence of various images brought forth by poem and the expression of Nguyen Du’s thought on life.
As for Huzoku Kingyo Den, it also could be said to be an excellent work written by Bakin with his
high literary skill. But the readers nowadays may feel something wanting in this work because they

find few expression of his philosophy of life.





