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A New Material on Buzurk b. Shahriyar’s
Kitab ‘Aja’ib al-Hind
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Buzurk b. Shahriyar, from Ram-Hurmuz, a small town of Khuzistan province
in Iran, was a Persian nakhudha (ship-owner, pilot or shipmaster) of
A.H.4th/A.D.10th century and author of the Kitab ‘Aja’ib al-Hind (Book of the Marvels
of India). His home town was probably Siraf, one of the most prosperous trading
ports on the Iranian shore of the Persian Gulf. This book is a collection in Arabic of
136 stories and anecdotes gathered by the author from ship-masters, pilots, traders
and other seafaring men who used to sail the Indian Ocean.

In the consensus of most preceding scholars, the only unique ancient manu-
script known, Ms. no0.3306 was in the old collection of the Aya Sofia Mosque, and
now preserved in the Siilaymaniye Library in Istanbul. During the late nineteenth
century, a copy of this manuscript was made for the famous orientalist C. Schefer in
Istanbul, and was sent to Paris (this copy is now preserved in the Bibliothéque
National of Paris, Ms. Arabe 5506). Based on Ms. no.3306, the Arabic text was
edited by P.A. van der Lith together with a French translation by M. Devic, Leiden
1883-86. This text and translation has been used by a wide range of scholars as a
most trustworthy study on Buzurk’s book.

In 1971 while researching Arabic manuscripts preserved in Niir Osmanie
Library in Istanbul, I was able to photograph an interesting copy of vol.2 of al-
‘Umarl’s Masalik al-Absar fi Mamalik al-Amsar which contains a collection of sailor’s
tales of the Indian Ocean. In 1988 Fuat Sezgin published in facsimile edition of
twenty-seven books on “a geographical-historical-biographical encyclopaedia” titled
Masalik al-Absar ft Mamalik al-Amsar by Ibn Fadl Allah al-‘Umari (d.1349). By
comparing with a microfilm of Nir Osmanie’s manuscript and vol.2 of Fuat
Sezgin’s edition, I firmly believed that “Chapter 3, Paragraph 3" of vol.2 of al-
‘Umar’s book was part of Buzurk’s book, Kitab ‘Aja’th al-Hind.
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The aim of this article is to clarify the following two points: @ to identify the
contents of al-‘Umari’s manuscript with Buzurk’s book, @ to analyze unique values
of al-‘Umarl’s manuscript as new historical materials in the study of “the Indian
Ocean world” in the 10th century.

The tales described in al-‘Umari’s book are unnumbered in Arabic, but can be
divided into 77 tales, anecdotes and apothegms. No perceptible plan can be
discovered in the arrangement of the 77 tales. Six of these are dated, the earliest
being A.H.270 (A.D.883/84), and the latest date falling within the reign of the
Abbasid Caliph al-Ta’i‘ (A.D.974-91). There are three very important tales dated
between A.H.361 (971/72) and 367 (977/78). From these tales, it seems clear to us
that the author had stayed several times in Kalah (Kalah Bar), Sanf (Champa),
Sarbuza (érivijaya) and Banjalan (Bengal).

In conclusion, it is clear to us that “Chapter 3, Paragraph 3” of vol.2 of al-
‘Umar?’s book is another version of Buzurk’s book and is an abridged compilation
rather than an original composition of Buzurk’s book, but it contains more new
information on Kalah (a port at the modern Bujan vally in Malaysia), Bengal (a
port in the months of the Ganges), Sanf (Sanf Fulaw, the Champa kingdom in the
eastern coast of Indochina) and other places on the shores on the Indian Ocean
which were unknown from other sources.

We therefore know that al-‘Umar?’s quotations on Buzurk’s book, including

the extra tales not mentioned by Aya Sofia Ms. no.3306 throw a new light on the

history of the medieval Indian Ocean world.
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Mirdas (Nakhudha al-Siraf1)

Haram Ibrahim
|
M |
Babshad HaTawayh Isma‘1l (Isma‘ilawayh)
Rashid al-Ghulam Abu ‘Abd Allah ‘Amr
Muhammad

Abu Muhammad al-Hasan

Bl1 Siraf DEZLFT—HKRY —DREH

Lz DT, £FTI6NAIND BT\ 5
(LREBLM. Fo V4 20, TEBECHE
4655 L FRIFEDE B X “HICH VDT, 7
DEMBEBIMFE L e - T\ 5), BTN
EHIL, 136FDOBEDS> BT, 15 7D
AT, FX—VDAN—LRA, V FDH¥A
A — /b (Saymur)?) 7 & CHIZE - ki D
—eEENBH, TOKRMBAINLA 4 —F —
TORTHEEREINRLC L THD, BT,
HRREEEL LT, A4 —F - T7THHFDOESA
=B —DT T =TT Ty T— -
A~ F (Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad) 7>
5198, HoORBBICYIcET 7T — - A v
7 o~ 4% v (Aba Muhammad al-
Hasan) 25178, IbRA A~ -1 -5
74 7L LTHBRICURE—DF —F 4 —
DA A< —4 — (Isma‘l b. Ibrahim b.
Mirdas) 75 7f &, 3 AOEFE43MEICD
eh, EEDI6EDOBEIED 5> HLOK 35D
1H#EDTBZ LR, RE-BETHHT
ANNIPA 4 —F— 7O EELBb A
WMThbr LaRLT0S (K1 28R,
¥7o, T4 v FEKE] BITEORER
A ET, 1% (al-juz’ al-awwal) 25 b,

< § .

Wiz =Y —vEOHRENE 2 [B] ki<,
bL, WEEEMHBPERBE S LD D
L, FREI6FE T (4 v ¥ T, BATER
SEMEIASR b, HEHoFECOWTIRHEEA
CHBRTEY, XTTREO—FHiToOW
T, 2o [#2] % (badha aljuz’) TgEL
FLM EDD, U EOBRBEILSLBHLA
ko, BETHAERD 1 v FAHEE]
LRI T, Ak 1 v FEFKED FA
BE1IEBLF 2B PR TV EE 22BN
o TLTAKXKDE1FENLEIFEETO
F1BCHYTHIHD VL0 ED 35D
2 ExEDTEY, FI3ENSHI6EE
TOBRYETFTONEVERDDIHD 1ITAE
e EWS T VAT VAREIGETHDZ LI,
BEO—FH D DRI ER Licicdic, b
LR E2EBKRTH-ILDN 1 B EDHI
ToDTIXIs\ Dy, & DREBINATRE L 72 5 DT
BB, COFFRIBABTE LK, UK
X AARDEIFECK T, SHRITEDY]
DEFENPEFEINT B Z b b BHREE
15 = LMK DS,

/' (ed. & trad.). p.196] ¥ BM), Lol [ v F&HKE] T3, BEOMAFTETIMETH -1
h, BOBE, FEOGEH LOCEMCNEL TR THHOREEEE TH-DT5
DT, F—F &L - LRAULEBRECFELITNBZ 0505,

25) AT —VDAN—EA V FHEEDOY A A~/ (Saymir, Chaul) (¥, WTFhdbA 4 —F—7D
HELEBNMNEETH -1 (REE— 1993, pp.70-71, 95-96]),

26) [Buzurk (ed. & trad.). text, p.125] &,
27) Ibid. text, p.157.
28) #ik18-19EH %X &R,
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HEEITIITIAE, {1 AZ VYT ADRX =L« F
2 < = = XERE (Nir Osmaniyye Library) BT
ROMEEE - KITHBT 57 7 €7 EER%
FE LB, v~ —RECL2ER2E
TREFH O TR IOV TOREDER]
(£27%) OADE 1B LE 2EIPIRI I
TWBHT Exblot, ZLTY =) —DED
2% 00—z, 10D S v FEXERIC
B 2 BEMEELHRT TR TDH T LT
EBLEEL, Bz TEORIE~A
7w 74 VARSI, L LYK, Th
MTANVY « T/ ey 7)Y =N T4 VF
HFE) O—HThHDH LEET S Z LK
Fio, Lichi>TrhEDBRY ¥ TR
BLE-FEFios T,

B, F. 2 XF v (Fuat Sezgin) fREEIC X
54 A5 2 BEARELZEZE (Publications of
the Insititute for the History of Arabic-Islamic
Science, Series C: Facsimile Editions) | D 75>
w, v=U—-kks EdoEReELED0E
KOBEEhic®, T2 THE, 2%
DA v FHZSHLBT L aitsrtss L
B, TORBHMLIEBRT ANV S - T -
Y7 )Y TV FHFRE] HETD
DTk D, LHERT HCE-T,

Beao@yh, v~V —DOERDOLRNL Y
/\—7°.|7y§‘:4_y.77—7]$.'fy.97
TV — e TV e T s KTy TFT— e TNAY
< ) — (Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Yahya b.
Fadl Allah al-‘Umari) &\ \», 13014F, %
~ AN AREERC, X, sV
5 4 — (al-Qalqashandi) %74 V — (al-

29) [al-‘Umari (Ms.)] &R,

TALY e T e v 7 VY= [ v FERE] BT 5586 9

Nuwayrl) & ¥ .5~ &0 — 7 BRERO=ZKE
BeERO— AL LTHILR, 13495F10FEZ

Lic, BEnER - RELIE TKEH LR
FEECOWTOREOER] 13, HRH
B - K - Bt - AWek - FHRc L
B35 £27% (sifr) DK KERFRTH
%30),

F.eXF VI L-THEA - A hicy
<) —DELITED S HOR 2L, B,
L RAEVTADAVA == =NERETHER X
N TWBHEKXK (Ms.2227, Yazma Bagislar,
Siilaymaniye Library, Istanbul) &> CT\»
%, F2EFE I [EL ThcBEET S
TEERDOWT] THY, IHLIEIELID
DFE (fash), 2% v [ 18 : BoRLHIC>
WT, TEE28 : 4 >ORDFHE 2 v
RizoWwTl, ME38 : EER IV RS
FHEBERO—MOEHROFBPIZONT (al-
fasl al-thalith f1 dhikr nubdhat min al-‘aja’ib
barran wa bahran) | 22T\ 5%, [H&E
Ll URIEIEFIM G TR ®My
THoT, TOLBOEEES3E (pp.175-
227), 1 H214T (BRWOBELETIERE LiT%
ANT51T), &X0EBer A e —FK
Y oTEIh T3,

U RDH 3FHOTARSTAL, FlzE [ —
7H— (F—FKEL—=) DAA=T—A =) -
TV e ATS—b—A TV INKE—R
NEICEE > TH K< -+ (baddatha-ni Isma‘il
b. Ibrahim b. Mirdas al-nakhudha ... qala
LB, BBENE Ta~v=F Ty
TV —R, A A=A =574 7KLIN
MEVMAECL2FE > THL - (qala
haddathani1 Muhammad b. Babshadh wa

Isma‘llawayh wa jama‘at min al-bahriyin

30) v=Y -2V TiE, ¥LdH% T [a-‘Umarl (Ms.), vol.1, pp.v—xi] D F. € XF¥ VL X HF IS
X O [Enc. Is. vol.3, pp.758-759] %8R, v~V —DOEHHEBLTEOR\ - OFEAL, BEFELTY
el F.2XEF VI N TAE « 54, X—FRA<=x, AL <=xis X OREHCHE
LIFBR IR TV AL EDERD LD, BEDEARAYEA T, 2TEDTEARE LI,

31) [al-‘Umari (Ms.). vol.2, p.179] »BR,
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L)Y o XS, BRREEE ORI YR
L7z bT, BECL > THEIRRENT
F|EINTBD, =20 EDODBEFECRHEL,
BESCRY) DL, &5 LRz,
AKEL—HLTWVB, V. ) —2DHFRIC
-T, URDE2EEIBEIMHCES
NTWDRERASET S E, 2B TITTREOR
ERRBEINRT VB ERDN 5B, AKX
B7EXR{E L T5D T, UKz xhiest
LTS5 A0 30N EIHEYT S,
FIMoRE LES (UT5EITITE ORI
F), 2Fh [H3IHM:ELsIo@w ek
I AEBRO—FOEWHOFIITONT | 1ThE
EEEOwX, Bl siiz—uic],
RO XD XETIHE D,
[(HEnIetEHRx Rz 5] BEORT B AL
%t (al-thigat) 25T A &&ELT, UTF
DZERDHD, Y4 ) —T=T YV — - TNLA
NS5 —A — (al-Sharif ‘Alf al-Karbala’1) 2%
FACE-THL, v F0Oh sl EL &,
FIR—O (K] mrsEx TALTERD,
ZTOMEFELSOLRALAR [FrDOKEX
] ih b e —DoDRID X 51t Bxt, £
I THREEDOMOMBILLD S LIfTE, #
NEDREDL D EXRLDONEZNR, T
e, Ho “bLLIHSTEDZ &idi:
72, SEOMBTRELLEERVT, 3,070
ADBILEEALENS Z T U L,
LSS Dtz 130 ADEA b
D, BODETHAWERES LT\ TeWFi
BEAERBALSTL” &2 P
Uk, 15 2D0Hh1r5— (Karbara’)
HMEDY 4+ ) —7=7 V) -1 AN FD
BB R BB LKA (325 H
Hoy vZ%BELTWS) Ok, @A
bR EXLES EERE - TRIT5 2

32) Ibid., p.181.
33) Ibid., pp.175-176.

L, BoWHENZE (al-sultan)? I X 2EARE
R BRI L, v D THEB L
BROFEEC S WTHBATS, CoF1HEK
WMEBMAITARCEE TR, AT
A =—=vN Tvr 4 v FiER] OFCiis
LTWwb ~—v7— (JKE) gcovrFE
(malik al-Sin) DAEREACKT5EHER
DOFBALFELUL T B,

KT, URDE IHORKRY (p.227,
17-2197) #RTH L5, £k TETU
£ el ~7ekzg] 12, BRE (a-‘aja’ib)
CBLTELhIZ EDTRTOERTH S,
LaL, 295 LICBEUOFECDWTEANE
Zlihie b ST, b LEBSERLOE
BEZOWTERE FRCEDENH 5 h
tvotez l (R-& 0 & LECHED 23D
725 2 THRERWBD e s el b, £ Th
Zhbw [IELL] 5IAT% 2 LixHiskion
ST THAH S, LB, T LIl
DY A« DERFEREDER, oL OBEFAN
BF#irZ & (ghara’ib) %Rz k5 &T5%%
WRLT, LT [(EBETAHZ L] FEL
e Tr bt oteicdrmnbbd,
(RO DELIRNEFEVELBELDOT, XD
HEEDbODOFRNCH - T] RiewE, =
WEBCLOLIN53ETHD, EER,
T OHEFHEMBIBRIC OV TELRNEZ L
RECELE DR, L EREYLT,
[iEdh 32 ET] BEXYVEDDHZ L3 X
DHIELL, ¥R THH NI VTE
THHHC, TDOF|HERT L - THERhEET
HNEC LIL, BrhAR L OEALER
BFCHREEVELEELD [DEKT
Bl ThH| EHoT, AFEDLNEY
DERFEHINEDITH DT, BIRCH LI -
T EERERLT, ALKz T35,

34) TZTOALL— (sultan) (X, HEBRE, BHEDOEKRTDHS 5, BITHITHMOHBAR, Hm
DFEVEV, ABACEBRL LT IRADZET, ASA4=—vET7 7 — « ¥4 FOEHTII,
E (malik) &5 5, BEHLLHMADZ L THA5 ([Sulayman & Aba Zayd (ed.). p.44]),
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TALVY « TV ve 7)Y —n T4 v FEHRE] BT 2588
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*1 [4 > RFKE Kitab al-‘Aja’ib al-Hind] (R ENIES
[Aya Sofia &] (A &) [al-“Umari &] (U &)
&5 | 8% (vv.5B /@B | &5 | €5 (vv27E BB

1 A.H.270/A.D. 883-84 3 A.H.270/A.D. 883-84
1 A.H. 288/A.D. 90001
9 A.H 300/A.D.912-13

61 A.H.300/A.D.912-13 25 A.H.300/A.D.912-13
109 A.H.305/A.D.917-18
37 A.H.306/A.D.918-19
114 A.H.306/A.D.918-19
90 A.H.309/A.D. 921-22
10 A.H.310/A.D.922-23

32 A.H.310/A.D. 922-23 11 A.H.310/A.D.922-23
83 A.H.317/A.D. 929-30
85 A.H.317/A.D.929-30

49 A.H.325/A.D.936-37 21 A.H.325/A.D.936-37

63 A.H.330/A.D. 941-42

33 A.H.332/A.D. 94344 12 A.H.332/A.D. 94344
129 A.H.334/A.D. 94546
29 A.H. 339/A.D. 950-51

127 A.H.340/A.D. 951-52 53 A.H. 340/A.D. 951-52
95 A.H.342/A.D.953-54

63 A.H. 350/A.D. 961-62

68 A.H.361/A.D.971-72

67 A.H.367/A.D.977-78

[F1] Tk, URKCIRESIhIcT6EDE
FEON, BHRIKEINCESYHELLD
OREFERMOHL, AREHELICEDTH
5o TORRI->THLM RIS, F5%
R LA EEIL A K TIXITE, UATIZL0
BTBhHo-T, BIHFVEBIAKRTIILY 2
FE2704E (A.D.883-84)%), UABR UL H
3FED e v . FHEE2T04E (A.D.883-84), %
BLH LOVEBIZ AR TIREIBE D245
(A.D.953/54), UK TIL5673E D 3674E
(AD.977/78) TH B, Iak, WLHFLLF
BRI NI UKDEOTEEIL A KT LI
IhTuwikv, UKDENFECIL, kDX
SIERINT 5B, [COFRBES, 367ERH
FIEECTHER (@B OBEHET, £OAH

25 73 (Rakban) 755 A% Ricz &8
Bb, I LW TRELERD, [Ax
] AERBME S 2 T, TRICET A
BE+5 [FxDRA L] BFEHNED KT
Tiedd, &R, BIBEE»LREE, ¥
NI FEOLLRED L LT PO &
B%

# 5 (Kalah), F&ixh 7
(Kalah Bar) (3 EELO FEFEPIER) LS
BEEDY, ~ 71X BOBEBABRCEL
LRBET, BEOR V- T O EMTY
v+ VEEA (Bujang Valley) 1IZ% D&BS2 S
T2, 9 - 10D T, v EEd
Hxfsl v FERBOFHIEATH Y,
AT LS, Uy TRV FYFEEDOLM

« N — L

35) A KDOHE 1R, 2200FEERRALhE, — IIMERRBEEDT 7 — « A~V FHRA LV FD

<y A—5 (al-Mansira) ICH7E LT\ 722882 (A.D.900/901)

Z, X DHEORENDL I DFEY

Bz &, £ LTO— 2L D@FED AT, 7 —FEH2704 (A.D.883/884) K~V RA—FD
MBI EEE -, 5D ([Buzurk (ed. & trad.). text, pp.2-3]),

36) [al-‘Umari (Ms.). vol.2, p.220].
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BRI, ZR663E, ZR67aE, SR683ED
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CHEL T, ML T vy —
S—v (BRTBL5E, AL vIL
T R THEEL, vy —F -V
DT H D H A7 (Karb, Kurb, Kadub)
WCET®, ToR s BIEMMAE & CHRIFICHE
DEFTLESTBT, Ax (hoFE4A
B) BV e—5—VvOALLBLERDLEK
(EiodtKie X 5KE) »#nT s To
WerRAMEZOEEE P EDH D,
CHhBDERHER L - T, EEZNITUT2ELD
97T7/T8E ¥ TOM, » 7 LNV HARFED
FREIL, ERITVDEDE LLWEH 5T
B UIcZ £330 5, BLEOBEEE, T
N ARCRELEFIh VDT, U
ROFFOMA I RHifER R T DO TH D &
Wz B,

CCZTHEAITREZ LR, UAKKESHh
7B b H LRSS A36T4E (9TT/T84E) Th
h, ThEUBOREL—D2LIWETH5HT

37) %% (Kalah), # F-3—, (Kalahbar), # 57

BbH, EiL, TDBTEILA 4 —F— 7 DHT
DERIC & > UMD TEELETH -1,
D F 366 (976/77) &, b L < (%367 (977/78)
Fix, A4 —7— 7O KHECE DR T
BRI EYZT oD, FhUSER
T5Z LMo TEROE L LTRL 5
T\, ZOBFBREZDLEN » &y Ay
— (al-Muqaddasi) D5 AL TR L 5,

(A4 =5 —=71%, £45x [-FTv47
H] B EET 5 k] ZRL, HHA
4 —F—7DA%IIRPb>TA=—VvD [
A~ LI BEEE LT B (qasba) HEFHE L
feo XD, 366 (976/77) 4, & L <1367
(977/78) FCHIBNRZ H, TOMEHEL,
7T BiZbic» TRENR T, T2 THBE
Rz BE Lichs, T 2 0 EPHO AT 5T
BEIh, Dbhedbeillcot, ZOKE
i, [Ehllg, ] s L CHEECHE
DHIZTHHLIS ET5 A (BEECA)
RREOZ LB B TMACESELLS
BN (A4 —F—7EFZLTWIL
ST A LUVERIIRE Ly, FHERE
WCOWTO] HHERET L L et -TeD
THH0 LD,

U RICEREE S NI EE DR F 5 533674
ThHhHIEE, 2H g Xy Ay —DInz b &
SWARHEBICLZ A 4 —F — 7 DRFED366
F, B LIR3TEE S EE LE0—FKIT,
BROZLETHAH S0, THETOHBEE
LT, 7 =FRE=—THosTcT7 AL INDA Vv F
BT 2 EEE oA & LicDR A 4 —
T—7THYH, FrHEOBFBHRIREEDNL N

+ 23—/ (Kalah Bar) &M Ehiz, 25T

B DEMB12 - 13MALD A FTHRLI I~ T » P HBRICIH - X B, [Rahman, N.H.S. &
Yatim, O.M. 1990, pp.1-9], [REE— 1993, pp.76-80] &R,

38) vy —7—v (Banjalan) LW HFWHIX, 7<) —OBROKCELA, foRBROER
iR, BRTH L5, VY e —F— VT FETETX YA RIET SV —
7 (Banjala) DHEWEWHTHDHEELbh b, Bik23-24H%ER, #1 7 (Karb), 717
(Kurb), # F7 (Kadub) K OWTIIARFETHHA, BHLCRYAABORRE, Hv IR - F

R DFIREICALE L7, Hik24E %2R,

39) [al-‘Umari (Ms.). vol.2, pp.220-221].
40) [al-Muqaddasi. pp.426-427] % & &,
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T, OB MBRYES - RELL,
@ T AN I BB REER LICDITA 4 —
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RTHoTz, @7 v ~—AFBRRDO A~ 7L
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T EDFERTH D,
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EDAREE
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HE LD THD (IeREARIL, BIED
FHLRHLR—YRIhTuwinn e, £
EVFEXERT 5 O EERCAT b D
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KILAKDIBITS D3 IBE I\, WA

41) Bl ziX [Enc. Is. vol.1, pp.203-204] # &R,
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WG I N ICBEONB I —HTHHE, H
HVE—CRELD > THH L E—D
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DEAR—DFTCI, BRI E AR IS
LENRBR VB AEERT, flziX, A
ADOHE 155 UAEIFEELILRFONEN
—HT5, TRUKDE1FE, F25FLE
6 6T ARICEYT HEFENTL, AKXD
HA4EE, EORE, FTEE FIFE~H28ET
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[(£2] *ARTCETHLoRIE, AKE
URIZROhD®FECHECHEBT LD
353D > T, LTOBRFIEFILKRD 3 DDk
FERGINE LT, T NTH—FKTH &
Thb, 20, ARDEIISNGE [P vl
LM%, #1168 [NEHCH | EF11TEE
T4 =2 v | 1, UKDELSEE, H£43
B, BUFEDOTh ThoORBCIGLTW5
2, MADOEIIEF IR >T\W5b, ZDX
SIWARE URICES I hIckEEOBLTIIR
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BDUARRCELRI VBRI, AKRDOE 455,
H5EE, BT, B9FE~H205E, HIIE,
#3555, SB405E~584355, #H4535, #H48EE,
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