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Domestication of Qutside and Genesis of Public Order:

Some Notes on the Symbolic Universe of Chieftainship of the Hor of Southwestern Ethiopia

Mivawaki, Yukio

Osaka Prefecture University

In this paper, I describe the symbolism of chieftainship of the Hor. The Hor are agro-
pastoralists dwelling in South-western Ethiopia. Southern neighbors of the Hor are
nomadic pastoralists, whose societies are constituted from semi-independent kin-
groups. Northern neighbors are agriculturalists living on the Ethiopian highland,
whose societies are dominated by sacred chiefs. Hor society shows their intermediate
structure, in which the centrifugal force of kin-groups are suppressed by the mediate
role of the chief.

The chief of the Hor is an ambivalent figure. He is regarded as the father of the
people, but he is considered to be like a woman. He represents the seniority of the
group, but his clan is said to have come to the group recently. He can bless people,
but his power to curse is dreaded. The ambivalence of the chief suggests two
contradictions latent in their society, which are covered by patriarchal ideology. One
is the contradiction concerning the superiority of masculinity and femininity. In a
mundane context, men are thought to be the controllers of women. Thus masculinity
is superior to femininity. But their society depends on women for its reproduction.
Thus in a ritual context, femininity symbolizes fertility and peace, and masculinity
stands for sterility and violence, which is considered to be inferior to femininity. The
other is the contradiction between the necessity for independent kin-groups to live
together, and their latent animosity. Hor society consists of exogamous clans, in
which each patriarchal lineage exchange women with other lineages. In southern
nomadic neighbors, such an ambivalent relationship among kin-groups emerges as a
mixture of temporal hostility and peace. Depending on flood cultivation, exogamous
clans of the Hor are obliged to live together, and their centrifugal force must be
oppressed. The ambivalence of the chief mediates and suppresses these contradictions.

The inaugural ritual of the chief indicates his role as a taker of fertility. He
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received a penis of their deadly enemy such as a Maale, and through the blood of the
dead enemy, he blesses and brings fertility to their land. But according to the legend
of the first chief, his role is the reverse. He was an outsider who exerted violent power
over the indigenous people, and was finally domesticated through being killed by the
once conquered indigenous chief. This indicates his externality, fertility, and
femininity. He behaved like an enemy, and after being killed, he became a being who
brought fertility as if he were an exchanged woman.

His ambivalence is derived from his position as a mediator. As a mediator
between inside and outside, he arbitrates the ambivalent relationship among kin-
groups, and its contradiction is alienated to the relationship between the Hor and their
fatal enemies such as the Maale. As a mediator between men and women, he takes the
role of one who exchanges and who is exchanged. This contradiction is alienated and
projected to the relationship between men and God. The symbolic universe of the
Hor is an ideology which conceals the contradictions of patriarchal society, in which
patriarchal clans control and exchange women, and their reproduction depends on

those who are controlled and exchanged.
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