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Political Culture of the Safavid Dynasty

Reflected in the Third Volume of Afzal al-tavarikh:
A Preliminary Study

MAEDA, Hirotake
Hokkaido University

The purpose of the paper is to clarify the character of the elite culture of the
Safavid Dynasty analyzing the description of the third volume of Afal
al-tavarikh by Fazli Khuazani al-Esfahani.

Dr. Melville who discovered the manuscript already presented a highly
valuable paper on its character. However much work is needed to recognize
the specific features of the above-mentioned chronicle. In the paper, the fol-
lowing topics are discussed mainly in comparison with the description of
Eskandar Beg’s chronicle.

1. Description on family relationships. Fazli’s chronicle contains much
personal information on their kinship and marriage alliances; for example
about the children of Amir Hamze Talesh, Mohammad Soltan Beygdeli and
his brothers, and about the children of Bektash Khan beglarbegi-ye Marv. Fazli
also tells about the patron-client relationships among amirs in detail, most of
which are unknown up to now because Eskandar Beg refers rarely to such
things.

2. Description of the members of the royal household. Eskandar Beg
gives few date on the family of Shah ‘Abbas and his haram. By contrast Fazli
describes these things without hesitation. Especially interesting is his narra-
tive of the events of the assasination of Safi Mirza. Fazli gives a story that
firstly Qarchaqai Beyg, then Mirza Khan Talesh were ordered to kill him but
refused. The assassin, Behbud was the third to be ordered to kill the prince.
This is partly the same as Mirza Beg’s chronicle but Fazli’s description goes
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further and is more detailed. As for the loss of Prince Mohammad’s sight and
treatment of blind princes, Fazli adds new information. Fazli often refers to
the most powerful woman of the time, Zaynab Beygom, and to princesses in
marriage with vali family and powerful amirs. Fazli feels relatively free to de-
scribe ‘Abbas I’s reign since he worked in the provinces and after that spent
his days in India.

3. One of the most important and meritable aspects for academic studies
is the description of the local administration. It contains many personal
names and offices thus seriously increases our knowledge of personal careers
and the actual situaion of local authories and their relationship with local peo-
ple. Fazli also frequently mentions diplomatic missions to the Ottomans and
the Mughals, sometimes using the networks of his relatives of high rank in the
central and provincial courts.

4. As a vazier of Barda‘ and Kakheti, Fazli’s work on the Caucasus is es-
pecially worth mentioning. He even cites several Georgian words and gives us
detailed information on Giorgi Saakadze (Mirav Beyg) and other Caucasians
who had close relationship with Safavid powers. The revolt of the Georgians
in 1625 caused Fazli’s temporary unemployment. He gives very detailed infor-
mation of this event.

Conclusion: All this is precious information for understanding the Safav-
id political culture of that time. Especially his reference to kinship and mar-
riage alliances casts new light on the state of Safavid elite society. As well, the
description of provincial officials and administration more acutely reflects the
transition of Safavid policy into centric and so-called khdsse administration
than does Eskandar Beg’s chronicle.

In short the third volume contemporary to Fazli’s lifetime is the main vol-
ume in a true sense.
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RN e Ty T g =V s Dy N—VYF—AFHTT, EAFNL+ AT ¢« ¥y —AL—R
X lc EEOBIEDOE L (AT 111, fols.406a—-407b) 3

1622-23 4E

(ERRER) v EN—AERCBT 57 v S— 2D BBOEL (AT 111, fols.438a
-439a)

1622-23 4¢

HYEN—AVEEE, VeV F-A TR R TTERL, €450« 4 702
CBIEDEL (AT III, fols.440a—441b) 30

31) Nava‘i 1367, vol. 3: 307-308; Islam 1970: 76-77.

32) Nava‘i 1367, vol. 3: 308, 411-413; Islam 1970: 77.

33) Nava‘ 1367, vol. 3: 305-308, 407-410.

34) Nava‘ 1367, vol. 3: 308—309, 414—-416; Islam 1970: 78.

35) Nava‘i 1367, vol. 3: 309-310, 418-20; Islam 1970: 83. Cf. JTHE 2000: 95-98.

36) Nava‘i 1367, vol. 3: 310-313, 421-423; Islam 1970: 83-84. AT I11, fols.451a-452b C [+~
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1625-26

Ty N—=Y F—=LE~D EHFOFH raq'e (AT II, fol.491a)

1627-28 4

(EAIIEH) e n—vF—AnbDBE (AT 111, fols.544b-545b) 3

BEDSMNCL, FEEHCNTET v N—RA—
HoHSELEITR TS, i, AT III
fol.429a D> HITEA F o A T HKRMFEL
TA v FRIREB LB I BAlHiciE
HIhTwb, oM, 77 v 4 —HIE,
AH VAL I Vv AAN—ABERL, LW
HNAZATY & Te o fe € A4 F A DI O SR
THLRLMBATWS, LiL, ALY 4L
DERT AL 5, 77y XV —XHEHEES S
N EBNBREYE L TR E ol
BHETHD W,

4 I—hYRER
THRE2EHDHT v R—ADER] &, T v
N— A=A TV « a—hFRTEF
HEHTENCOWT, FHLABRTWS, L
L, MEEOKEE] £=2813, B0
HOTBOXERSEEE (77 XY —13H
7 237 Qarabagh M 3 v & Barda & 77 v v
7 « h~7 4 Kakheti D V' 7 X 4 — V%
Bodi) OHFLICEW TWic AR, EEH
HELIMERTH D, 17V Ea—nHAFER
BOBFREARESERIR, TLTHELR
7 v N—2—ftilic, ToORHBRCHoT

7 RV —FFMREER AR L TWH T &k D
CHRARTHY, ZoFNREOMIIELZ KN CH
HTW5, BRI SHEOPIFEITK X Ik
2 N A ARRGE S 8% (N

¥, BT Cbb 7 > XY —DMWRK
13, HARERI LicZoRoRRRicd o
ERLILERTVD, L0, 7774
—Hlics 5T, 7uvs 4 7ELTKERF
ETHoTe 7 Ao TRBELT, FORMIBEL
B S BRI, Bl 7 XV —
3, ZAPTARMERTEEL LT @l
(AT 111, fol.186a) CE XL TW5%, THh
&, AV TETHEERT 5 EE ndgpo-o
ghmert-i # XV v 7FERCERL LI DT
Db, 77 RAY—IL MOEFTH [ED (=
IACTN) OEEERH Il A5 7DF
XA NNR—= o DT A TEOBEENLEER
Y, MERNTIEY —FTbh5H, YKo
SEEEELBR ML ECHERERY
BL W59,

LAF, dbfiA 5 v « a—i 9 ARy
I 2HRCAG BB E) BETRIN
HizowT, Z2B7 + VA% F EDRIDT
i)% 40)o

TAEE—

55b; 64b; 87b; 95a; 180a; 185b; 220a; 283b; 299b; 381b;
422a; 550a

#'F —F = X—7 Qarachedagh

28a; 55b; 63a; 272b;

T ENALNAL Y ¥V (& TV —X Tabriz)

28a; 49a; 52b; 151a-b; 180a; 181b; 188b; 244a; 263b;
267b; 271b; 279a; 280a; 295b; 316b; 360a; 381b; 386a;
425a; 454b; 478b; 484a; 488a—b; 515a; 518a;

/S —vF—AFoBREOLL] LLTRIEBELFIHIRA TS,
37) Navail367,vol. 3:313. 2DV 4 "=V F—AnDLOERED S L Linols, 7y N—A—foNr
X — FIERZ & T 5 B8, Navai1367: 432-434 Cit# I h T\ 5,

38) Melville 2003: 89-90; Islam 1970: 78-84.

39) FAVTHEHEIRE > T_AY 7TEERDILAOEKTH S, HBEOKHEHE] F=BoFERIsr v
CTEEPHRICLASHEEYEL DI LRRDBTHA S, HilH 20041, Y v+— T vy XN—AD
a—hpABKCOWT, ZoFHEROREREFOLCKRFT LD TH S,

40) AT III, fols.412b—465b ¥ C, 2 A LD/ PNEREHDE TR INTW SR, ZoEAMCBL T,

RAERWBIRL T, F#MRERNROAIBFTIRCML, T, METERIATHRW

/
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F 27—V « %7 F Chokhir-e Sa'd (1 =
v > v Irevan)

155a; 156a; 161b; 169b; 176a; 203a; 211a; 244a; 269b;
275b; 361b; 362a; 365b; 369b; 371a; 380b; 386a; 484a;
513a;

HT—=nN—=7 (¥+ Y= Ganje, TV A
N — U Erisbar)

28a; 34b; 151a-b; 156a; 165a; 194b; 197a; 203a; 244a;
252a; 269b; 335a—b; 336a; 346a; 348b; 349b; 354b; 357b;
371a; 372a; 379a; 496b; 507b;

V=AY r—v (Vyrv—t—, Yy v F
— Shakki)

51b;57a; 171a; 178a; 185b; 203a; 206a; 215b; 220a; 245b;
258a; 339b; 348b; 349b; 378a; 515a; 518a;

7 Y7 Gorjestan (M €9 ¥ Teflis, 7V
kY Kartll, #~5 1+ Kakht, A —75 — &
Suram, 7 —~ A% Akhesqe, N —v —
7 —9 2 — 7" Bashiachaq)

156a; 171a; 178a; 185b; 200b; 203a; 241b; 244a; 267b;
284b; 307a; 311b; 316b; 320b; 322a; 323b; 327a; 328a;
329a; 330b; 331b; 332a; 334a; 335a—b; 346a; 349b; 354b;
373a; 380; 427a; 491b; 494a; 496b; 498a—b; 500b; 504a;
505a; 507b; 509a; 515a;

a—Hh ¥ 2Ldb (7 F v 7 FE dasht-e

84b; 206a; 245b; 258a; 299b; 544a; 546b;

Qepchaq, # 7 A X v Daghestan, 7 /v &
s A1l Kah-e Alborz, ¥+ —7—5— v
Shapuran, #/S4% 7 ¥ Tabarsaran)

Zofiiicd, ¥EALT —H—v a2 (ATIII,
fol.95a), ¥ = — U T 2 Sharegol (AT III,
fol.168b), ¥ > — v Van (AT III, fols.169b,
181b), + 7 ¥ = ¥ 7 — ¥ Nakhjevan (AT
I1], fols.185b, 352b), 8— 27 — (AT III, fol.
206a), # VA Qars (AT III, fol.211a) &\»
S TCHIA IV NEDOHICE TR TERI AT
5o

BdhsaMiciiiohTtd, FcfEEmE
DRVEEZDRDDIR, AT HREAR
BHELIEAHDO—AN, FALF 372 E
Giorgi Saakadze B3 55 TH B, 7
7> V4 —HlEF A= VLR F e TR
LICZOBERIE, vv— 7 v N—A—fi
ERCHEEEE LT, i3, LRERT
BETAFT I nbHEEREIL, ZAVT .
IV DVEALTAY T ORI E L TEH
DEEXED D, FHEKLONFCHEA,
Ty N—A—tOEECCH LI, yTHE

X, 7y XN—ADELELTEETLY, #
CI7Ne 7 CREETEL, v7 7Y 41—
HEER L CBEAYBES, A AT VvEIcT
WELEBIh, Xy 7 vy —HEECH
1723, REIABEEZRLh TAAY V]
HRSBECARI hic o,

IAF ¥V AN X4 7131625 TN
VT TCRELEBITET, V7 HERDONWT
ZEAEMNR T, LA, ATV
TR LEOHOFEIC >\ W Tiih BT
i, V77V 4 —HOFEBFCREL AR
v VEIEORNE L LT, BEHT B
ZbhBY, B, ¥7H LR IATT
TREZEZITET, TRFECH-sTy+
— o 7 v N—2A—{DEI < itk z Twiz,
2L, 5 LEkHEBowTi, Biime
LB T indns o 9,

77y RV =L, ¥THERYT 7T 4 —
BRCEMmLEZ &%, 1021/1612-13 40

/S (FThrbbIoRTRLTWRY) FBIITh, FReHEfMiofkins, oMK EE#ETHEERN
o TWBEAERD D, F—F—v R EHIACHRRBEOBEECMMOBEHEE, v L AL27 L FRE
PFoBE, NFF—FERLE, bl4 5 « a—» 3 2ADOEBIE UMK & BEcBE L T
TEABRELETFRIERD RV, BB, AAv iA@Y, 77XV —RI7 AP T7~A0H LS
EOWTRRTWBEDOER, @WXHTHEBL T35 (Melville 2003: 89 n.107),

41) TOAHITOWTIE, Zhamburia 1964 233E L\, R 2003: 41-42 3 BROZ &,

42) ZTAA: 29-30.

43) 7 X+ 5 —MREE KT Y 5 ¥ 4 {5 Didmouravianil H &% D Hhi=0ix, 17 s /
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LHEoHTELZ TS (AT 111, fol.311b),
ZohT, HATHTACESHE, £L
T, AT EORBERY v —iEFT L
ML Twb, DI, 17V DH
HORAE -TT AT 7 VT4 T — o A4
7« 7 5 7 ¥ — A — Esfandiyar Beyg
Arabgirla JEE#, v+ —O&RIALWHE
Th ot & Bt RT3 (AT III, fol.
482b), ¥, AT AT ittt o T
BT HEDWkOEL I HBHRE L TEL
72h, vy—ifEzTwieB sy 4 xR A a v n
N7 K — FIRBHER CHRZE L BB B a8
feitikin &, ZaAv 7EERLEL TV
BAHOHEEEE S EATWS (AT 111, fols.
311b, 461a),

B 7 h ERKEEZR I Licoid, #ENER
vakil B EBH T wicr v b )V Ev e v it
Ly y— o 7 v N—2A—{DLRIB OB
Kb TbhTCwaRfich o, 77 X
) —iY, ¥—HFVES—VYnBLITASTRR
% ¥ TOIEBEOBE A h OB Frc RS
LTWw5b, £L T, TOREDO—IPHHKIL,
¥ 7 7 74 —HIENER L IR0 B 5 ok
ThE»ThEr2 L Vit xERLTEY, F—
B RHEES D 575 5 (AT 111, fols.
491b-509a)

73RV —Z AT ARDOWTOHREL
TWhbd TRy, 7r2=7 ABAL =
XY i AN HHE R AREE U 7 1028/1619 SRIC 3
AINEBEEBGOEFMLE G CIHEOE
Lit, AT AR ERTAL5E, T0F
Ao ZHE 2 TWD (Melville 2003: 79),
T5—2BLTh, TA2x=TRHHDOE
HTF5— 2, FAF I —A—DRBETDON
T, TRz 7 v N—2ADEHR] XH A
it LT (AT 111, fol47b), ¥
o, FAF e H—A4 =0, v—rTr—vik
BOINT s H—n e N—VEEMTL IR

ELLE FAEBBRIAGEEOFMRET
mirshekarbashi - — Y 7 « » — ¥ Yasof
Khin e 52 bhicl EERRELT, —FF
et A< vElOBETCh > dba—n 4
ACHFLILZ EEBEL TS, TAF YV
B e R4 7B IDTEY — FichihTnig
WHOD, I—AF— e« XL 7F, FATYV
BN R o LTHLLEL TS
ZEmb, A &b R LT
tEzbn5 (RS: 813-14),

Fte, FFARZVRAEFTE, dba—a
AL Th, EFREFHRLD, v v —
L OHEBBIfRIcOWTHh 57 &, FERCH
L, v —¥F v x5 —vicEHBEIebLh
TN T AT AN, TAA=T ARCDONWTh,
ITAF VAL e XM 7T EAERLTY
mod, BT 7 XY —iiMEHOER %
£ BLTED, KWEHTE % (AT
I11, fols.367b-370a)

vV HUTICHRT

ARECut, EEHFRCRRIA~ALYT
FESRE TEESEORGEE] =520 BT, X
CIAF vV AN« X4 7OFEARE L HKT
5T LT, TORBABDFRFE IOV THH
iz ile, TOB, FKEBERCET 5EA
T+ AR, T8 « ARwBET A,
a— B Y AERDO 4 ODOFBICEE L GHU
2o

7 7 XY —DFEREOREIL, AT 4
LIERETAL I, ADEROBEI LEE
BEOFEBRYRM LGB H b, Lirl,
FhiRBcEEORKICHRT SO TR
W 77 RY) —EZAF VYV ENL e RAT
DEREE LT 5 L, ZADERREIEED
ARV ADBNKEHTHS Z LRI L,
Ty RN—ADBEEEH (ZELEEFRBSh

DT ETHDH, RAVTERRTE, (V7 70V —FKOER] 28, 7y "—2—Hofilize L
Tz T2 EREZTWS (RS:889. 7KL, RiLxEx 28HFOHRTHS).
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o) TAF VvV ENL LT, HLF
THRBCHH5EANRL L EECE T 5
HEELEL s, 77 XY —ikkD
(B 7] D, Fx V) —F FEKRPER
DHENRELEVRERLT, 203Ky
RECBWTEHREZBRRTWE EEZDR
5,

FDlzdic, BROBBERLERDOLEDE)
FMIEOWTHEBEILS DI, 77XV -2k
S>TIKBRRZETH-TEAS, T5L
T e o 41, V7 > v 4 —BITH
By Lok« b 2EBINT O SR F SR
Y5, a—a VAT 5E8REBMNT
2R Thfhicd, 77 XD —DERED Z
5 LIHrBE, SAREHPTaERELS T
RTEEOEFORTR, F A< vilickt
5% 7 7 V4 —HfEHOR, HDVITEE
ANDOBB BT 53l i\ CE i <
IRTWD, T5 LkEbif, ZRTHEAL,
AN LD S BBOBBLETHE 7 7 XY
—DOFEEERFIAT AL LY, RERER
b dh, FRAEFEEDO A>T AF v v &
oo R4 TOEREERNCH S C ENTE

50TH5b,

¥, fTRERELTDY » XY —&—kk
DRERE & R U 1A T BUC i 5 5E b
bk, 7y =AYy 7 > v —HIEK
DE LT R D B T BEEBMR I DN
Th, FIhMmRB*B5 ENTETD 5,
BEOERCEET 2B AN AREE H
FCELIEBE, +7 7 74 —HTERD
DHERZERT—OD X > FHiRET 5
WZEN TR,

ZDX5, 77X —EADH - EER
DENINICZOFRROE=ZE LD, %
LK BEOKH#E] OAR LTSS D
L\, ZOFEY NS E Ty —F®
FEiZcbhcEUnicwidd el o
W, LosL, TREEORBE] F=5%0R 3,
Ty N—A—oBitticksF sy > v 4 —
P LT H» b A EEO MRS
LB EEROT DT ENTE S,

(BHRE] ARG, PR 15 FERE B )
& (FrAIBTSERARINE) 1@ X ZHRBR DO —
WTH 5,

£ B B 5

AT III: Fazli Khiizani al-Esfahani, Afzal al-tavdarikh, University of Cambridge, Ms.Dd.5.6.

KhB: Mohammad Yisof Vale Esfahani, Khold-¢ barin, British Library, MS. Or. 4132.

KhS: Mohammad Ma‘sam b. Khwajegi Esfahani, Kholdsat al-siyar, ed. by Iraj Afshar, Tehran, 1368.
KhT: Qazi Ahmad Qomi, Kholdsat al-tavarikh, ed. by Ehsan Eshraqi, 2vols., Tehran, 1363

RS: Mirza Beyg Jonabedi, Rouzat al-Safaviye, ed. by Gholamreza Tabatabai-Majd, Tehran, 1378.

TA: Jalal al-Din monajjem, Tarikh-¢ ‘Abbdsi, ed. by Sayf-allah Vahidniya, Tehran, 1366; British Library,

MS. Or. 6263.

TAA: Eskandar monshi, Y?z'ﬁkh-e‘dlam-drd-ye ‘Abbdsi, ed. by Iraj Afshar, 2vols., Tehran, 1350; Savory
1978-86: History of Shah ‘Abbds the Great, tr. by Roger M.Savory, 3vols., Boulder, Colorado.

ZTAA: Eskandar Beyg Torkaman shahir be monshi va Mohammad Yisof movarrekh, Zeyl-e tarikh-e
‘alam-ara-ye ‘Abbasi, ed. by Sohayla Khwansari, Tehran, 1317.

44) 77XV =L, TAF VI R4 7H1010/1601-02 FFIC ARDERELZBT L 5 Thesd
T2 EREZ TS (AT 111, fol.136a; Melville 2003: 86-87)
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FESEDFE] B=HBBAEK

HHEE (7 vy "— 20 MBI 53508, &
fol.lb~ | HBLTWAFEM MAZHB7 » -2

DIER] ODFX &b D L#FEEIND)
fol.7a~ B&K
fol.20a~ X (B 14H) o 995-96,/1587—88 4F 49
fol.22a~ T4 QR 24H) oftd 996-97/1588—89 4
fol.29b~ HE (A 34£A) ot 997-98/1589-90 4
fol.40b~ HE (Bit44H) o 998-99/1590-91 4
fol.48b~ IeE (B 54EH) DR 999-1000/1591-92 4F
fol.55b~ R (Bt 6 4EH) ot 1000-01/1592-93 4E
fol.64a~ BF (Bi74H) ofd 1001-02/1593-94 4
fol.81a~ T (it 84 B) ol 1002-03/1594-95 4
fol.85a~ KE (it 9 H) ol 1003-04,/1595-96 4
fol.94b~ B (B 1048) oitd 1004-05/1596-97 4F-
fol.104a~ BEE (R 1148) oftd 1005-06,/1597-98 4
fol.111a~ RE (B 124 H) ok 1006-07/1598-99 4£
fol.119a~ X (B 134E) oitd 1007-08/1599-1600 4
fol.127a~ F4 (Gt 1448 8) oitad 1008-09/1600-01 ¢
fol.133b~ T4 (B 1540) ok 1009-10/1601-02 4
fol.143a~ FAE (B 164EH) otk 1010-11/1602-03 4
fol.149b~ I (BB 174 8) oEd 1011-12/1603-04 4£
fol.161b~ RH (Bt 18 4EH) oitid 1012-13/1604-05 4E
fol.176a~ BEE Ghitt1948) oith 1013-14/1605-06 -
fol.196b~ FAE (204 H) o@ad 1014-15/1606-07 4
fol.209b~ KE (B 214EH) oREh 1015-16/1607-08 4£
fol.228b~ B (it 22 4£H) otk 1016-17/1608—09 £
fol.239b~ EE (B 23 4EE) otk 1017-18/1609-10 4
fol.257b~ IR (Hih 24 £ H) oitd 1018-20/1610-11 4
fol.286b~ X (B 254 H) oEd 1020-21/1611-12 4¢
fol.303b~ T4 (Rt 264£H) oEd 1021-22/1612-13 4§
fol.313b~ HE (A 274H) oid 1022-23/1613-14 4
fol.324b~ HE (Rl 284EH) otk 1023-24/1614-15 4
fol.340a~ IE (FH:294EH) ot 1024-25/1615-16 4£
fol.353b~ REE (304 H) oitadh 1025-26/1616-17 4

45)
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fol.384b~ T (R 324FH) oftd 1027-28/1618-19 4
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