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Abstract

Since the Arab Spring, the term ‘Daula Madaniya’ has prevailed in the Arab political discourse.
While it is often translated as ‘civil state,” there is no clear definition, and it cannot be considered an
analytical concept. In Egypt, for example, various camps, including the government, anti-government
Islamists, and anti-Islamists, so-called secular or liberal camps, use the term to describe their ideal state
model. While many studies have focused on the importance of the same term being used by different
factions to engender broad discussion, this paper will explore why this specific term was chosen over other
options, with a particular focus on the rich implications of the word ‘Madaniya’ in the context of Islam.
This paper clarifies the unwavering trust in Islam as a solid foundation of society in Egypt and other Arab

countries.
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