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Brahmans and Hymns in Modern South India: Focusing on Trends in the Music
World of the 20th Century”

Jun OBI™

Abstract

This study pay attention the social situation centered on a series of anti-brahman sentiments
that occurred in the 20th century South India. As a premise a deep relationship between South
India brahman caste and classical music, I will consider how music was used as a basis to
secure the significance of brahmans’ existence while they are denied their traditional role.

Almost all "classical music" in South India praises Hindu gods and can be regarded as
"hymns" in a broad sense. It can be said a natural consequence that brahman, who was once
positioned in the priesthood and was in a position to honor the gods, became a powerful
bearer. The caste system has been denied and they lost their political and social power,
however rather the music world has been prospered. It means that music had more valuable
to the brahman community beyond just entertainment culture. The enormous group of hymns
accumulated over the centuries may not only support the music world, but can be said even
have become brahmans’ "intellectual weapon."

To support the above opinion, I deal with two cases that have flourished since the mid-20th
century. The first case is a commemorative ceremony (aradhana) for composers, which has
been popular both in India and abroad since the middle of the 20th century. The second case
is a brahman-dominant musical religious practice that was established at the end of the 19th
century, which is called the “bhajana sampradaya” (tradition of hymns). In the middle of the
20th century, when the anti-brahman movement raged, brahman gathered and this practice
were actively performed in various places.

It was inevitable that the brahman communities made efforts to strengthen and protect his
roots, "Hindu culture" when anti-brahman sentiment became stronger. It can be said that they

understand the value of hymns and legitimacy and prestige in the music world.
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7o TWnbHEWVWZ D, TR THAk, M« B8 - #Ek - FHFE - SRR E 0% )7
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Yo WEMNITHE D ORI 4 728 CTHBIL TR Y, BIEICEDL EFTRE 20V &2 ik-> T
Do 1272, AR TIIANTEVEROFEREBEDHNL L, TRAOIRILE BIET#EET, B
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% Z & ZoRe LTV 5 [Krishna 2013: 161-162],
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Do i, HHERa L —RDOAAL L =R L LTHEEIND, T4 Y—HTFT—V v %
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L THONDIERDBH D025 5y, EHUTIHIICE 2 RS OENTH D, A v
RTIEEWEREEOF TR A Z2HEIEAN BRI NSRS TE 7o, o, ZRELFTOE
i E LD TIIMEN RES R D, b —T v 7 RERITF—/# 7T (Kirttanam)
LWV EAT, ZECTH D Z ERL S BEE L AR BEICHRDN D, — . T4Y
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77
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8



FINDAS U #—F~—,3—10

[INT B OERE) EAIGSHT 5 & 3T, B2 385 U v — & 5 3558 VE PR B2 PUER
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