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Abstract

This paper examines the Christian conversion of Dalits in contemporary India using the
case of independent churches of Paraiyar in the Tamil rural society. The participant
observation study revealed the following results. Dalits established their independent
churches, incorporating Pentecostal elements and building a new ethic and religious practice
that emphasized solidarity. Independent churches do not deny worldly gain; they encourage
donations to the church to prevent the sorcery of jealousy and enrich “us,” that is, all
members of the church. Traditional physical techniques, such as possession and drumming,
make the experience of Pentecost accessible. These findings suggest that the conversion of
Dalits generates a new kind of community supported by physicality and emotion — flexible

enough to cope with social, economic, and political transformations.
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