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Abstract

The Cathedral of Leon, located in the center of that ancient city, is said to be one of the most beautiful
Gothic cathedrals in Spain today. However, it is not widely known that this is the result of a “major
restoration” carried out in the 19th century that thoroughly removed architectural elements added after the
Gothic period of construction. This paper summarizes the activities and restoration philosophies of each
chief restoration architect at Leon (Matias Lavifia Blasco, Andrés Hernandez Callejo, Juan de Madrazo y
Kuntz, Demetrio de los Rios y Serrano, and Juan Bautista Lazaro de Diego), and discusses the results of
their work in light of the trends in European architectural restoration thought at the time. Furthermore, the
restoration of the Cathedral of Ledn, which was designated the first Spanish National Monument in 1844,
is analyzed as a place where conflicts among multiple actors and their interests were exposed. We aim to
clarify this episode as a very representative one of cultural policies in late 19th century Spain, a country

which at that time was in the midst of political turmoil.
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30) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafez, La Catedral de Leon, 338-341.

31) Jorge Diez Garcia-Olalla, La Catedral de Leon en 1892-1909. La Restauracion de Juan Bautista Lazaro (Leon:
Universidad de Leon, 2020); Aranzazu Revuelta Bayod, “La restauracion de las vidrieras medievales de la Catedral
de Leo6n a finales del siglo XIX,” La Catedral de Leén en la Edad Media, 603-612.

32) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafez, La Catedral de Leon, 443-444.

33) Rivera Blanco, Historia de las restauraciones, 317.

34) Gonzalez-Varas Ibaiez, La Catedral de Leon, 429.

35) Rivera Blanco, Historia de las restauraciones, 319; Villanueva Lazaro, La ciudad de Leon, 260.

36) ZNLARTORLERIZIR D DIZ 916 EED A )V F—= 3 2 koo~ x 2 7 EEHEY L X5 — I FHD 1103 EDE
MOATH S,

37) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, La Catedral de Leon, 135.
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38) Eugeéne Emmanuel Viollet-le-Duc, Dictionnaire raisonné de I’architecture frangaise du XI au XVI siecle (Paris:
Morel, 1875), VIIL:14; JIERE— THATO B ) ) R— 3 v OWERER ] (FRURFEHINE , 2017),
243.

39) Wi THEASO C AR | 244, P T4 L - - Fayz [BEEFEEDT T 3+ 2 M) (BRI
£%,1992).

40) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, Conservacion, 175.

41) “(---) dotar de la suficiente resistencia a las fabricas antiguas que con las de nueva edificacion han de formar en su
dia un todo completo y uniforme” . Juan de Madrazo y Kiintz, Presupuesto de obras parciales (Ledn, 15 de abril de
1879) (Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, Conservacion, 176, nota 33).

42) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, La Catedral de Leon, 364-370.
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43) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafez, La Catedral de Leon, 368.

44) “La piqueta es una herramienta que el buen restaurador debe tener guardada bajo siete llaves.” Gonzalez-Varas
Ibafez, La Catedral de Leon, 427.
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45) JNiE [kes> < B EEEE] 261
46) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, Conservacion, 180.
47y Va v - FAF  [EEOLE] ILIELFR (S LWL, 1997).

48) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafez, Conservacion, 511-535; Pedro Navascués, “La arquitectura (del s. XIX),” Manual del Arte
espariol (Madrid: Silex, 2003), 761.

49) Gonzalez-Varas Ibafiez, La Catedral de Leon, 422, nota 212.
50) 7z F Y K Faxy s [ARA VEEORE] BEHEHER (E LIRS ., 1991), 112.
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1919), 358-362.
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Contestacion que da D. Juan de Madrazo, Arquitecto Director de las obras de restauracion de la Catedral de Leon,
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