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‘Uthman b. Fadr’s Siraj al-lkhwan
An Aspect of the Reorganization of Knowledge in Muslim West Africa*

Kariva, Kota

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, a Fulani Muslim intellectual,
‘Uthman b. Fadi (d. 1817), and his jamd ‘a (community) launched a series of
jihads in Hausaland (a region approximately corresponding to present-day
northern Nigeria and southern Niger) and its surrounding areas. As a result
of their movement, a huge state—commonly called the Sokoto Caliphate—was
established, with ‘Uthman at its pinnacle.

As a political ruler and Muslim intellectual, ‘Uthman wrote many Arabic
works to declare the legitimacy of his jihad and governance within the purview
of Islamic law. Sirdj al-ikhwan fi ahamm ma yuhtdju ilay-hi fi hadha al-zaman
(The lamp of brethren regarding the most significant thing needed in this era),
written in 1811, is one of those writings. Although ‘Uthman quoted numerous
passages in it from various works written by preceding scholars, most of those
quotations are from Ajwiba ‘an as’ila al-amir Askiya al-hdjj Muhammad (Replies
to questions from the emir Askiya al-Hajj Muhammad) written by a Maliki
jurist from Tlemcen, Muhammad al-Maghili (d. ¢. 1505).

It is well known that al-Maghili’s religious and juristic views substantially
influenced ‘Uthman’s philosophy. ‘Uthman’s long and numerous citations
from Ajwiba in Sirdj prove this. However, such influence does not mean that
‘Uthman blindly followed his predecessor’s views. Rather, through selective
quotations and manipulative interpretations in Sirdj, ‘Uthman reorganized
al-Maghili’s arguments to vindicate his own religious and political activities in
the Sokoto Caliphate.

In the present paper, referring to ten manuscripts and one published
work, I have edited this significant writing, Sirdj. Considering ‘Uthman’s
complicated way of utilizing al-Maghili’s words, we can regard this writing
as an interesting example revealing how a West African Muslim reorganized
religious and political knowledge received from the intellectual sphere of the
Muslim world outside sub-Saharan Africa.

Sirdj al-Ikhwan and Ajwiba
Sources for Editing the Arabic Text
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Sirdj al-Ikhwan and Ajwiba

‘Uthman b. Fadi (d. 1817) was one of the most influential Fulani Musim intellectuals
in the history of Islam in West Africa. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, he and
his jamad ‘a (community) launched a series of jihads in Hausaland (a region approximately
corresponding to present-day northern Nigeria and southern Niger) and its surrounding
areas and established a large state, commonly called the Sokoto Caliphate.”

As a political ruler and Muslim intellectual, “Uthman wrote many Arabic works to declare
the legitimacy of his jihad and governance within the purview of Islamic law. One of those
works is Sirdj al-ikhwan fi ahamm ma yuhtdju ilay-hi fi hadha al-zaman (The lamp of brethren
regarding the most significant thing needed in this era; hereinafter, Sirdgj), written in 1811.
A remarkable characteristic of Sirdj is its numerous quotations from multiple works written
by prior Muslim intellectuals. Approximately 70% of Sirdj comprises those quotations, most
of which are from Muhammad al-Maghili’s (d. ¢. 1505) Ajwiba ‘an as’ila al-amir Askiya al-hdjj
Muhammad (Replies to questions from the emir Askiya al-Hajj Muhammad; hereinafter,
Ajwiba).

Al-Maghili, a Maliki jurist from Tlemcen, visited multiple cities in West Africa and
provided religious and political advice to Muslim rulers there. One of those rulers was
Askiya Muhammad (d. 1538) of the Songhay Empire, who asked seven questions regarding
his rule and the legitimacy of his jihad against the former ruler, Sunni ‘Ali (d. 1492). Ajwiba
contains those questions and al-Maghili’s answers to them.”

Since before the beginning of his jihad, ‘Uthman had recognized this Ajwiba as an
essential source for his own philosophy. Sirdj is a telling example which indicates his
intellectual dependence on Ajwiba because, as mentioned above, the former is replete with
quotations from the latter. However, such influence does not mean that “Uthman blindly
followed al-Maghili’s views. When quoting his predecessor’s words, ‘Uthman often cited
them selectively and strategically. In some cases, moreover, the effect of al-Maghili’s
arguments found in 4jwiba is altered by ‘Uthman’s manipulative interpretations in
Sirgj. Through these quotations and interpretations, ‘Uthman reorganized al-Maghili’s
arguments to vindicate his own religious and political activities in the Sokoto Caliphate
[Kariya 2022].

In the present paper, I collate multiple manuscripts of this significant writing, Sirdj,
and reconstruct its full text from a perspective comparing it with 4jwiba. By recognizing
‘Uthman’s complicated way of utilizing al-Maghili’s words, Sirdj can be regarded as an
interesting example of how a West African Muslim reorganized religious and political
knowledge received from the intellectual sphere of the Muslim world outside sub-Saharan
Africa.

1) Regarding the history of the Sokoto Caliphate, see the following literature [Last 1967; Johnston
1967; Adeleye 1971; Hiskett 1994].

2) Concerning the life and thoughts of al-Maghili, see the following literature [Gwarzo 1972;
Batran 1973; Hunwick 1985; Hunwick 2006].
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Sources for Editing the Arabic Text

To reconstruct the text of Sirdj, I referred to ten manuscripts (from A to J below)® and

one published work (K):”

= A: National Archives of Nigeria, Kaduna (NAK), A/AR9/6. 23 pages. 22-25 lines per
page.

= B: NAK, A/AR26/1. 76 pages. 10 lines per page.

= C: NAK, F/AR9/1. 12 pages. 31-35 lines per page.

= D: NAK, O/AR16/3. 46 pages. 16—19 lines per page. Although the page numbers described
at the top of each folio are in reverse order, I overlooked this error and regarded the
basmala for the first phrase of the preamble as the beginning of the first page.

= E: Kenneth Dike Library, University of Ibadan (KDL), 82/62. 37 pages. 18-21 lines per
page. The page numbers 34 and 35 are written in reverse order.

» F: KDL, 82/169. 29 pages. 16—21 lines per page.

» G: Main Library, Bayero University, Kano, UF/4/45. 35 pages. 18-22 lines per page.

» H: Bibliothéque Nationale de France (BNF), Arabe 5528, ff. 225v—238v. 27 pages. 13-20
lines per page.”

= I: BNF, Arabe 5724, ff. 18r-26r. 17 pages. 24—34 lines per page.

= J: Bibliotheque de I'Institut de France, 2410 (179). 38 pages. 13-25 lines per page. This
manuscript is filled with gross mistranscriptions throughout. Considering readability and
the accuracy of editing, this source is not worthy of being referred to in this collation.
Therefore, I do not mention this manuscript in the Arabic text below.

= K: Ulrich Rebstock, Die Lampe der Briider (Sirag al-ihwan) von ‘Utman b. Fadi: Reform und
Gihad im Sudan, Walldorf-Hessen: Verlag fiir Orientkunde Dr. H. Vorndran, 1985, pp.
1-29 (in Arabic text). This is an edited Arabic text with a German translation by Ulrich
Rebstock. This text is reconstructed by referring to only two manuscripts, and many

questionable points exist in it. Therefore, we cannot necessarily judge it as a reliable text.

For all sources except for K, I have regarded the basmala (the first phrase of the
preamble) as the beginning of the first page. From that first page, I have counted the page
numbers of each source and indicated them in the Arabic text below. As for K, its basmala is
found on page 2. Therefore, I have indicated the page numbers from page 2.

As for the text of Ajwiba, I primarily referred to a published text edited by J. O. Hunwick
[al-Maghili 1985].” It is indicated as “Aj” in the footnotes of the Arabic text below.

In the text of Sirgj presented here, I underlined passages cited from Ajwiba to clarify

3) Other than these manuscripts, it is known that some manuscripts exist in Nigeria and Niger
[Hunwick 1995: 71].

4) Concerning a more detailed description of these sources, see [Kariya 2022: 260-262].

5) The photographs of this manuscript are presented in an article by Celeste Intartaglia [Intartaglia
1985].

6) In addition to this edited work, I have referred to four manuscripts of 4jwiba [al-Maghili n. d. a;
n.d. b;n.d. c;n.d.d].
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how ‘Uthman quoted and utilized al-Maghili’s words. Moreover, I have made annotations

at several places where ‘Uthman’s strategic quotations and interpretations appear to bear

significant meaning.

To enhance the readability of the Arabic text below, I edited it in accordance with the

following rules:

= | have used my own discretion to insert punctuation marks and diacritics.

= The sources have considerable variations in the orthography of words containing the
hamza, the letters above or below which a hamza is placed, the letters representing a long
vowel, and so on. In the Arabic text below, I have corrected them in accordance with the
common orthography of modern standard Arabic. For example, Jls > Ji; clilgel > &lilf; L
> sy Jhay > Jhls gsald > o ealla; @iy > @lld; 3 K5 > 518 55 Cralis > Cilalis) & gane/) sans > ) slas 3 sla >
hay e > as; | shald/) glid > 1 sty 5l > sl Laalil > amllily (S > (p AS5 JilSe/duilSe > JulSa;
> 30l gl > eda sl agiSa > aalSa gl > iy oLl > el g pai > 5l Looa /haa > Llaag ¢ elian
> (o6 Al > sl b When writing them in footnotes, however, I have reproduced
their original forms as given in each manuscript.

= When the word, ., ibn, is included in a personal name, I have consistently described it as
cn bn, except when it is the first portion of the name. When the word, ., bn, is written as
the first portion of a personal name, I changed it to ;. without explanation in footnotes.

= Em dashes (—) found in footnotes indicate the omission of words in the original sources.

» Concluding remarks vary considerably among the sources. The Arabic text presented in
this paper ends before an optative sentence beginning with the word, Allaghumma.

Moreover, I have consistently corrected simple errors without indicating them in
footnotes, that is, when they are recognized as obvious mistranscriptions from a contextual
perspective. Those errors are as follows:

* Definite articles which lack a/if. For example, 41l > 4; as¥ > aa¥1; luia¥ > ciluiaV¥l; oSlal > Slall;
Al > da gl Gl > ALl WSy > DLl JeaY > JedYI guyeal > Cpeall; dieY > el sl >
s,

= Words lacking a/if or hamza which is necessary at their end. For example, 5l > 15; 54 > 150
s3> Vg sela > selag slAa > 151805 o)y > 15 8 > 18 sl > D ey sand > ) ganly 5135 > 1505 Lall >
sLll; 34 > Ia.

® Letters or words which are unnecessarily repeated. For example, @l > (5 il as apals >
pdaalas Gy > Gan g (M ea > (Nses adll o da > dl Loy o SIS > 5 SalS.

= Errors in the transcription of dots which constitute parts of Arabic letters. For example, 3
> 345 A% > M5 all > (Al cpall > cpdll Jaias > Jaday ol > (g Al o) Jiid > el i (5 il > (5 s
> o) Aalie > Aaglae) i > iy > a5 Sdag > 23a0) Gregae > Greae) gl > aalsag 4uial > dial; Tl
> baad lall > 2l A1 > dal) Al > danag GRS > sl et > ) Raaa > Al aday >l
s > DA eaine > juaite) Aas > Alad; lida > L6685 Jaglat > Jalas) (es > (el Al > ALA; S0 > Ky
Caon > A 53 S > BS ) Ak > A 4gad > gl e > e Claal > Claall sl > jualy jeai > i
Jeas > Jzary e > e} Gue > 325 ge/ e > peg | UEE > | lEl; cé b > ¢ ja; dlae > alud; Juadl > Juail;
Ladad > Lol ala > Al (om0l > i) an g > 2 gy (ln g > (B4
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Text
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1da a al-dujunna fi ‘aqa’id ahl al-sunna is a verse work on theology, written by Ahmad al-
Magqqari (d. 1632) from Tlemcen.
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Al-Kawkab al-sati “ was composed by a well-known Egyptian scholar, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suyutt
(d. 1505). This work is a versification of ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Subkt’s (d. 1370) Jam * al-jawami " fi
usal al-figh.
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Bad’ al-amali is a verse work composed by a Hanafi scholar, ‘Alf al-Ushi (d. 1179/80), from
Fergana.
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This Qasida on theology was composed by Ahmad al-Jaza’irT (d. 1479/80).
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As a writing of the Maliki school of law, Durar al-qala’id wa-ghurar al-turar wa-I-fawa 'id,
written by Ahmad al-Wansharist (d. 1508), is known. However, I could not find this line in it.
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°l This Risala, written by Ibn AbT Zayd al-Qayrawani (d. 996), is a famous jurisprudential
writing of the Maliki school.
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5 Muhammad al-Bukhari’s (d. 870) Sahi# is one of the most significant hadith collections in
Sunnt Islam.
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Along with al-BukharT’s Sahih, Muslim b. al-Hajjaj’s (d. 875) Sahih is also a significant hadith
collection in Sunni Islam.
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Following this part, al-MaghilT stated in his Ajwiba, “Therefore, a jihad against them (i. e., venal
scholars and false pietists) and their supporters is preferable to all [the other forms of] jihad” (fa-
[-jihad fi-him wa-fi ansar'-him afdal min kull jihad). Although this statement has great meaning in

al-Maghili’s thoughts regarding jihad, ‘Uthman omitted it from his quotation.
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Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman (d. 656) was one of the companions of the Prophet Muhammad. Although
his father’s name is known as al-Yaman (o)), it is written as al-Yamani (Sl in the
manuscripts to which I referred.
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Following this, al-Maghili stated in his 4jwiba, “[venal scholars] who falsely devour people’s
property and turn their back on Allah’s way. They are robbers of religion” (alladhina ya kuluna
amwdal al-nas bi-1-batil wa-yasuddiina ‘an sabil Allah, fa-hum lusis al-din). ‘Uthman omitted this
passage in Sirdj.
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Following this portion, al-Maghili stated in his 4jwiba, “[venal scholars] who falsely devour
people’s property and turn their back on Allah’s way” (alladhina ya kulitna amwal al-nas bi-I-
batil wa-yasuddina ‘an sabil Allah). “"Uthman omitted this passage from his quotation.
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Following this part, al-MaghilT presented another question raised by Askiya Muhammad, “How
shall one act who has charge of some part of this matter and cannot find anyone of the people of
the reminder in his land?” (wa-kayfa yvaf alu man waliva shay " min hadha al-amr wa-lam yajid
Ji balad'-hi ahad™ min ahl al-dhikr). However, ‘Uthman omitted this question from his quotation.
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619 Aj, p. 14.

Following this sentence, al-Maghilt presented Askiya Muhammad’s words, “If they obtain good,
they claim that those idols are those which gave [it] to them. If they do not obtain [it], they think
that they (the idols) withheld [it] from them” (fa-in asabi khayr™ za ‘amii anna tilka al-asnam
hiya allatt a ‘tat-hu, wa-in lam yusibii ra aw anna-hd mana ‘at-hum). However, ‘Uthman omitted
these words from his quotation.
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644 Aj, p. 14.

Following this portion, al-Maghflt presented Askiya Muhammad’s following words:
However, he did not know the true sense of that (two phrases of shahada and other
similar words of the Muslims). He just pronounced it insincerely. When he heard the
name of the Prophet—may Allah bless him and grant him salvation—he often said,
“May he be praised.” Moreover, when he heard the name of Allah, he often said, “May
Allah bless him and grant him salvation” (wa-lakin 1a ya ‘rifu li-dhalika haqiqa™”, inna-
ma yaqiilu dhalika bi-lisan'-hi. wa-rubb®-ma sami ‘a ism al-nabi, salla Allah “alay-hi wa-
sallama, fa-yaqiilu: subhan®-hu. aw sami ‘a ism Allah fa-qala: salla Allah “alay-hi wa-
sallama).

‘Uthman omitted these words from his quotation.
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C: ofaalss

%7 C,F,K: & | D, Aj: by
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49 Aj, p. 14.

Following this portion, al-Maghilt presented Askiya Muhammad’s words, “He used to worship

646

idols, give credence to the soothsayers, and seek help from the sorcerers and so on” (ya ‘budu al-
asnam wa-yusaddiqu al-kuhhan wa-yasta ‘u bi-l-sahara wa-nahw'-him). ‘Uthman omitted these

words from his quotation.
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635 Aj, p. 15.

Following this part, al-Maghilt continued to present Askiya Muhammad’s words regarding Sunni

‘AlT’s several deeds, which seemed to be reprehensible from his viewpoint. However, ‘Uthman

omitted those passages in Sirdj.
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657 D byyd |E: bpdll

658 P adlay)

09 G: W | H: WS

660 D); gdial | F: alas

661 G:

62 Aj, p. 15.

Following this passage, al-Maghili presented Askiya Muhammad’s words as follows:
[Any time he was attracted by a woman, he put her in his house] and bed, not caring for
her husband or anyone in her family. He gathered her and her mother [at the same time]
and gained pleasure from her (the mother) and her daughter, regardless of whether she
was a free woman, or whether she was a slave (wa-firash'-hi, la yubali bi-zawj'-ha wa-la
ahad min ahl'-ha wa-yajma ‘u-hd ma “ umm'-ha fa-yataladhdhadhu min al-mar’a wa-
ibnat'-ha, hurra kanat aw ama).

‘Uthman omitted these words from his quotation.
663 .
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665 1.
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%68 Aj, p. 16.

Following this part, al-Maghilt continued to present Askiya Muhammad’s words regarding Sunni

‘AlT’s cruel deeds as follows:
He destroyed some of them by the ablation of phalluses and testicles and by the cutting
of noses and hands. He plundered property, captured [free] women, and sold free people
to an unmeasurable extent. His depravity in the land through these [cruel acts] and the
like is well known. No one like him has ever been heard of in [the history of] Islam (wa-
afsada min-hum bi-jabb al-dhakar wa-l-unthayayn wa-qat * al-anf wa-l-yadayn, wa-

nahaba min al-amwal wa-saba min al-harim wa-ba ‘a min al-ahrar ma la yuhsa. wa-
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Sasad'-hu fi al-ard bi-dhalika wa-nahw'-hi mashhir lam yusma  gatt bi-mithl’-hi fi al-
islam).
‘Uthman omitted these words from his quotation.
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After this part in 4jwiba, al-Maghili continued to enumerate Askiya Muhammad’s various
questions, especially about property and land. ‘Uthman omitted those questions in Siraj.
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694 Aj, pp. 17-18.

Following this part, al-Maghilt explained three things by which one would be judged to be an
unbeliever, that is, conditions of takfir. However, ‘Uthman omitted those passages in his
quotation.
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1Aj, pp. 18-20.

™2 This Mukhtasar was written by a well-known Maliki scholar, Khalil b. Ishaq (d. 1365/67/74).
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Although I could not refer to this source, Ibrahtm al-Shabrakhitt (d. 1694/5) was a Maliki scholar

who wrote a commentary on Khalil b. Ishaq’s Mukhtasar.
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In Misbah al-arwah, this word is written as fawliya or tawalli-hi [al-Maghili 2013: 91; al-
Maghili, n. d. e.: 77].
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In Misbah al-arwah, these words are written as wa-tawliyat”-hum [al-Maghili 2013: 91; al-
Maghili, n. d. e.: 78].
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Maghilt’s opinion which totally prohibited the use of charms, ‘Uthman interpreted and
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As a place where this custom (i. e., women do not cover some parts of the body which Islamic
law forbids to be revealed in public) was widespread, al-Maghili mentioned Jenne in 4jwiba.
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Although al-Maghili concretely mentioned two town names, Timbuktu and Jenne, in 4jwiba,
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