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The Recurrent Course in Japanese Language Education at Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies is a program designed for current Japanese language teachers who would return to their
home institutions and contribute to the development of Japanese language education after obtaining a
master's degree through one year of study and research.

This paper provides an overview of the Recurrent Course in Japanese Language Education and
its achievements to date, as well as a summary of the follow-up survey of graduates and its results.
Additionally, it discusses the significance and challenges of the course from the perspective of career
development.

A survey was conducted on all 24 graduates, and 23 responses were obtained. The questionnaire
contains both multiple-choice and open-ended questions.

The results revealed that the course was significant for the following five reasons: 1) Acquisition
of knowledge regarding research, 2) Improvement of expertise and practical skills in Japanese
language education, 3) Collaboration and peer learning among current Japanese teachers, 4) Career
development and expansion of career options through the obtaining of a master's degree, and 5) Length
of the program (one year). On the other hand, the following three items were identified as challenges: 1)
Lack of information about possibilities of continuing to PhD, 2) Necessity for strengthening networks
of graduates, and 3) Lack of stable financial support for graduate students.

The survey was able to identify the overall views of graduates from a quantitative perspective.
For further research, it is essential to conduct interviews with several graduates to find out how this
course has helped them further develop their careers. Through qualitative analysis of such interviews,

we expect to clarify various aspects of individual career development.
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