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An Analysis of Complex Sentences with Consecutive Conditional
Clauses “-Ba” and “-Tara”:

With a Focus on the “Problem and Desire Expression” Types.

ISHIBASHI Yuko

KEYWORDS: conditional sentence, consecutive conditional clauses, evaluative use of conditional

forms, importance of information

This paper is a study of sentences containing consecutive conditional clauses in the “-Ba” and
“-Tara” forms. It focuses on sentences where one of the conditional clauses lacks a causal relationship
with the main clause, especially, among them, where the first clause expresses problems, desires, or
intentions. This research uses corpus examples to analyze the semantic structure and grammatical
features from perspectives such as “co-occurrence of an adverb ‘Moshi’” and “the possibility of
paraphrasing into forms like “-Baii”or “~-Nakerebanaranai”, which describe the speaker’s judgement.

As a result, it becomes evident that the first conditional clause in the sentence serves to establish
situations as the temporal triggers of events, while the other conditional clause indicates the necessary
conditions for the main clause’s event. These clauses play different roles within the sentence.
Furthermore, sentences with this semantic structure often connect to expressions like “-Baii” and
“-Nakerebanaranai”. The predominance of “-Ba” in the second conditional clause is influenced by the

importance of the information conveyed by the clauses and the nature of conditional forms.
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