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The Choice of Active or Passive Voice in the Negative Form

BER

Abstract

This paper examines the conditions for the possibility of choosing between active and passive in nega-
tive forms, and for semantic (in)variance between the two, as well as how “negation” influences the choice
between active and passive. We have focused on the “sinai form” and “sinakatta form” and found the follow-
ing. Active-passive choice and semantic (in)variance is contingent upon the ease with which the subject's
property is obtained from the verb negated with sinai. On the other hand, when the verb is negated with
sinakatta, the aspectual property of the verb plays the key role. More concretely, active-passive choice and
semantic (in)variance depend on how readily one can get the meaning of “unfinished events” (i.e., avoidance
of contact and avoidance of change) from the verb negated by sinakatta. In addition, regarding the condi-
tions under which negation influences active-passive choice, it was found that negation tends to do so when
the verb is negated with sinai and the subject's property is hard to obtain from the negated verb form. It
was also found that the choice is affected when the verb is negated by sinakatta and belongs to class A (re-

versible change/durational verbs) or class B (verbs expressing contact between the agent and object).
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