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Language Ideology and Identity in Heritage Language:

L2025

Based on the Life Story of a Second-generation Newcomer, Born and

Raised in Japan

NAKAIE, Shoei
Sophia University Doctoral Program in Linguistics

This study clarifies the language ideology and identity of Yumika, a second-generation
newcomer born and raised in Japan, and examines their changes in these over time. A semi-
structured interview was conducted with Yumika to explore her identity and ideology
regarding her heritage language. Thematic analysis of the interview transcripts revealed
that Yumika’s language ideology regarding her heritage language gradually weakened
owing to the strong primordialist ideology (Canagarajah 2019) seen in her elementary and
junior high school years. Eventually, she broke away from the heritage language ideology
(Nakaie 2024), and as she entered high school and university, her practice-based ideology
of heritage language (Canagarajah 2019) became more pronounced. In this way, Yumika’s
own language ideology was seen to have changed. Furthermore, Yumika had an
essentialist identity during her elementary and junior high school years. However, after
entering university, she formed an independent identity as a speaker of the inherited
language. These findings suggest that an individual’s language ideology gradually changes
over time and is deeply related to identity.
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