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A Representation of a King
in Courtly Literature of the Mysore Kingdom
A Study of Cikkadeévardja Saptapadi

Ota, Nobuhiro

Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa

This article discusses on Cikkadévaraja Saptapadi, a Kannada love poem, writ-
ten by one of the court poets of a Maisuru (Mysore) king, Cikka Déva Raja
(r.1673-1704) in South India. The poem mainly consists of fifty-three indepen-
dent songs (padas) and its theme is love affairs between the king Cikka Déva
Raja and various anonymous women. It is richly influenced by Indian classical
poetics. For example, just as classical poetics classifies heroines (nayikds) by
their psychological states (avastha), this poem portrays its heroines according
to the same classification. The theology of Srivaisnava Sampradaya, one of the
major Hindu sects in south India, also has greatly influenced the poem. The
relationship between the hero and the heroines is delineated as analogous to
what the sect’s theologians described as the relationship between the god and
devotees. In particular, the concluding section of the poem, which deals with
fulfilled and enjoyed love (sambhoga), is permeated by idioms and concepts of
the sect’s doctrine of submission to the god (prapaiti). The characterizations
of the hero and heroines in the poem are also profoundly affected by the sect’s
ideas. For instance, the hero-king of the poem is praised for his generous and
spontaneous compassion which the sect’s theology regards as one of the most
important qualities of the god. This stands in contrast to other courtly poems
of early modern South India, recently examined by some scholars. In those
poems heroes-kings are often praised for their sexual attraction and exploits,
indicating that sensual enjoyment (bhoga) was an important constituent of
political authority in South India of that period. The representation of the
king as a compassionate, rather than passionate hero in Cikkadévardja Saptapadi
shows us a different aspect of the political culture of early modern South India.

Keywords: The Mysore kingdom, Kannada literature, Indian courtly literature,
political culture, Srivaisnavism
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KX hicy — 2 =0, 5—< LOFHESFITC
BN TR DB R &bk L &
Lo —<hi&kotcbdhbd DWEED X 5
i, e ofi D o i E R felk S,
MoYI L 2 AHE S5 (Hopkins 2002:
177),

5L, val—e Ty A2tV 7R
DRI I\ THIREER & Hhn b o4
BERESEZT, 7225 4] 2k
WL, TRUgE L 7% il sSzicb ik 5
B 5 o3 SHio T, wicbo [15
nicl ERFRCHAI hTHirhb 2 i
TeolctFzbh b,

EoE EHELELTORRD, MELTDE

al)— e WAy aF T IRBEF AT E
2le b T 9723574 #FKEEHT5 &
BT E EETLTEMEhLE LT, ki
HLEELDRARNTZ RNy 5T 4 KELM=1F
FBIRE PR XL TR TN S C E0N
b, BT HLbi, EoEFcEH?
L, F5ThHILDILEDRETI T2dD
AEOEINIMEERTHD Z ExIE-T, &
THELICERDUBICEDL T TOBRBICH D
LHFTE D,

H2IE 2, WEHEST I E
WD TH L - e N E DRI (kataksa
viksanadi) BIfi7e kv (Srmgara lilegalam)
FRTEokbon, ZRNADT~NDOEE
(olme) XA DIDdy, BHHNIFFITE
FLIb D TIXRWER (saja; Skt. sahaja)

21) EoFERFEET DL 5 78 3T, HarTieikzledr-llic, TRENDS b
Bx REENHIEINTWED, FROLOENE [F o7 Hilc Bl LS EL A B AHFiCT
HBAERIECELR], BDCE TESLTHiDEZDT LS ELRVD] Lol DHFERD
ANz T25ERLAONE, 2T, FEMEMCMBICTI-> ek h, EOFaIIR

FTHLE-TEIRTVD,
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1 NOVINAY I i NN ANA 22 4 [l O o D)
ThHhbH, CCTHEHINZON, [HH] & TH
Rl DSTCODHETHB, v 2V —T >
132 F V2 ROBFTIE, 1D HREHT
HHAECH e BEEY, Mo B5E—
WBIXANF 2 & &, wiEE T8 258

T5 [(hxr—2v ] ERERE?, Bk
Nz X S it BN E L, iy
Wb o THRDO S D] (Y v)
Thotee NHERGTHMOBEIIAART
ARMLL D THHICLEL LT, B
MOLDOHHBND D L5 EHBE AT L
&, AMEMH»HEI D K NELTrd T
Hotlee, TZTTOLDKAES Tz, LEolft
7o TR 2 TR boThHy, Bl
Bl (EE) ©X5b0TiRRWE EaH
RLIENZ ECHRTHOTHD, LT, £
DT ERD D EF 2, il v
BHEWRICE Y AL ERY D LI EY;
THZEeikD,

52 58 7T, —Eo&EFICE, o
e ENS RO THE LD, RicE-
ok SR i cEA T Lo b Ay M
BLTLEDS—JiT, B0 [ZAHT
EZoh, (F) Frréazhv - TRE
TTCLESOnb] EF2HDIHT, £
DN D X EDZRFEL N ED I D T,
IHIEDFEHRIADTCHHETHLDI L
e, EolFcElEnby, FegIh
BNE S MTIXASOMCERNLD B &5
EANE T TR 5,

TH5 LB LE N, BIMWTHRY
BLID EFbhD, 4, [LHEAR

<AV =V EEOEEFICR T D EOERS 19

ORI DO ED [HEW2 D] i
bR, EoRhETH L THZECHM
2 DU AT B3, HEERIESETERH
Wz CEDTRELXB LA S L5 AL L
LT HbH, Thikic, LoMFREYS
n, TOELHRIIKGEL D TH D, Hi#H5 1
Th, BodinxiifsL Cilod gL
DL RNBELT D, ThbOROKILN 7H
HiE D BT E I & 7o o fotr & IR
L TWA™ ) 7, NED E T -
T, AbLFIRLTLE-hb Lakbiib
DL EFE W, HERIAED oD biX
FhasEhsd X 5 knflirhsd, 2o
4L R0 EAGE K I WHLR o H T4 [
LIzl T\ b,

(47237 1) ofT, Licby, ffin
DTFRy T4 CEDLETORHFCE IR
ks, Flival)V—e Ty 4y aFv
RN &3 % TR D B O % fif 2 T A &
LTEREIN T D, B4 7N, s
LWzl ieEmE bbb DiEgE%ry, N
HotcboThb, Thd 7THEdks Eog
D, val— e YAy aF T REBCCF
TULIX LIRS HRBN R E &
HMORETED T EERBRUICHERHL TR E
72\ (Nayar 1997b: 215)

Ao 7ihohTh, ERLbicmd
HETOH Y FEM b LT, FRcERE-0
DA THD, TZTER, LOEFERH
BicH<bLTLESDRY, FXLEED
5 EZAMRICI L BT 5, LMo
HikE 0B E RO bR THRT TS
IER, ToEoBCERL Fe#l

29) X b IEREIE, FIROHPTHHEIROZBACE N TED L 5 IPIER TS LROEF T, [ % —
7 v ] Cikig [77%—4% (prasada) | DHFESHVHBRTWS (Mumme 1987: 259-260),

23) 7k, HH5MDLIL )7 7 4+ O&% T (bhaktibharadim) | FiclimlLick I b, v 2 ) — -
Vs Ay aF Vs RETFICRENT, (N2 7 4]0, 1Fh 7% - IeBir F B2 AR @k 3
Bo [ 7285 4 | DMEMT 5 RIREZFE, BILmEIRD 5 b, MAMCHIRO Th £E 2 bR bR
ZOHRBFCEB T, N7 T4 137Xy T4 XD VL > BFETFEREIND, ok DE 2 -
KL IRTIeDIE, MIRBFN T TN T4 X0 S - BFEFERET B2 5 4 OHFET, &O
FEADEERKBHINTWE EE2DBRD, MIRBFICR TS (N2 5 4 | OfLESFIeoWTE,
Forsthoefel and Mumme (1999: 22-23) #&W o Z &,
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1oz AT RIEV IR - Tk 5 Ficiy, ki
FRLTMZED O EDDBADTLOD HNH
D, WOFINDOIEIEL i, Jicah
RIZEOHIE, vVal—e Ty ALy aF T 7R
BACE T, MIEAROBEH LR HE2T T
EIADPBEMMICETHEIRD, LMD
ERETH E AL, ThikonZFoEEy
ELLEORE, 5 LMo h HicxHe
FTHISHirhcET 25,

Fie, BTN, GlEIEDLOEENTIC
LN b ESTHET, ERLADEE &R
BERONBEER->TWD, val— T 5 A
vaF Yy REFTIE BEHE L0
A & o Clit 2 w2 & & Xh b (Nayar
1997a: 105), £ & DR A Licb B EIEL
Browe, FbihltoflhaxEEEIELL
ZERDPRTOBDREN, THIET S5 Lz
MOERBEFE IR, O LMRTE DY,

5 M 10 oI B E D 5 B, f
I Y EF S [FAZ W] Ok, HMEF
MOBE SR, TR BTHHE
Db oL LTRBEREII TS T L 'R
Licty, TOBEBENSY 2V — T 74
v 2V RO MBLE & OB CHEF TR E
THH5, ZOMTIE, EOFEKEDKL
(B, o, WL, J, &) »ZeoF T THid Ll
LW EE2LR’ELTWDH, TDXH5
TofliD BZLEE LinWRAEFEE, v 2 —-
Ty Ay ad Vs IROMEHR DT
LIZLIZHWS €5 —7 TH 5 (Hopkins
2002: 164, 195), [FA X W] LAk, &
i) RN L2 iR
LichT5ZEChihnsrBLETIET
D, 723741 o 20Ty, KIEP
fili b o B b F BB I I EoHkE D

LODENEHAIN T\, fibhThign
HY O F FOHRTEMWIME 350> 7o\l i
A & LR B EAEEM VTV B EF
5%, BHEOHELE LW S oRGIE
EREbE LT, IR OBE I
HInhicEtE2bRh 5,

FhEL 7215401 B, [¥—2]
DS —H—thHicsd X5 RFEEoEAR
(eb) 22, EEMEESEEO L
b EDOBEOFEMEHNTCEBDO O LD,
Eh v al)—e Ty Ay ad V7 IROME
BCHDHEZEZDLND, FIROFEFITE W
T, JIANDFEEM: (sarva jana sadharana)
o BHEDOOESEIRBE®, HED
Tkl < A iF o5 (sadharana
pranaya) 1@ L35 LB, A
T Mo%RE FicERAER 5 ETRET
HolcbHZEzbnb,

DLk, T 7235 41 OfEMzizeks
BULT, LEicb EBFR, v a2V —-
Ty Ay 2TV s IREEDNG L I =EEBR
FIFREFCLTHrh b L, Thicxt
L CEDOZITIL IR D e « BRI
INTWD I ERMRLTEI, Eamich
SETHEWSHE 2L, EO [P &8
Shic3fidke comEE, Fmahz
WU TRDBEBICEAIRL TS, HiEFE%
RTxks,

DX ST AWML S 6 E 10 8
2 (B 1H] ks \» THZME
# % 4 C (samgamagi) ffiv7c, ZofF
mEFSEL O E oD 3k TIE, HD
RO NG T E 0% (nevamillade

dayegeyva) F v W+ T—V 7« T =Ty

24) FAFO THNY, MANTTHAENLLHLEDZ ERIEVEVBELEALIKS &\ 5 KRN HD
NT05b, R BRREL S BB L TR, GHIREANFEOF VY A2 ) » bEElF %
Y5y T —h—] OWERENS AR, B ETHHNOME L, [F 59 7 —s
VS 4 —vH—] ILoWTIE, Lienhard (1984: 95-97) & LK (1982) #ZBWo &,

25) WHFRR T, BT ERNFEICE > THi Y 0K E X b (Ali 2004: 162-170)

26) Foh e T—T 5
PICE R L T»% (Iyengar 1949: 11),

=Yy HY, BEIFovIT—Vr5—r

Y FR] OfRTIOMDE
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HF—F—F LML (gettw), it
CHE-> THERMEFT L ERFS Lol
EEE D > T2 D,

FELteboBFoiEHN [T firhied
LT, BB TALonnLIEELAK
DY, FxFr—5—F¥F (V1 2x) flic
RN THEIETH - 12, £ D HAr ToOMRHLE,
ekt 5 EofF &R Az £ < BE
2, AP I T EToImoMKE D
DZEEBHBHD, oM EGIGET B ID
2, B E TR Do TerD L 5Th
B

B [ Rl B L i
DEERCBERED, ARMAOHEIEK (>
b@b N7 5 4]) ZWETDe YNy —
HHBIRDEY: « FHLFITSATEAID A
OB TWDZERELAILRATWE, [H
ZHEOREE] #EEETD 7235 4]
i, TORITHY, BIROBFEIEH LI
BEFFT, BEIMEFEHCOTO-BE
THEBEIh WD EF 25,

BU— TMBETRVE] ORZR

(7254003, FEiiblots
M A & o L BERZFETHY, FoH
D, REMCE, [F—%« -4 v x]
HIeZ HoTeb CIHKERM T %, £0—7 T,
o 2B0OMHONEE, 2V —-T 5
1 27 7 IRECED S =15 H BRI
DA R L eI TR Y, T¥—% .
T—y V] HELETOERNOBEF L
BRENRLD ETANKEN, BlzIE, EM
DRF LD TR LIS %o,
Tl b oFRNLTRE EWMExdk> oT
137, BbLPHOADOEE % LD, 4T
HERCERHIWREEHETHHNEC-> T
be TITIY, FA v NIRRT 5 EELE

<AV =V EEOEEFICR T D EOERS 21

op L EHINE) L OBIRE R E 200, BE
FELTORRELAS L LD [T 4R
T4 ) ZERIYIE, FEEMOIKILLICT v
T e T =75 e 7=V v EORRITKE T,
<AV = A DEMENED L 5 I SALRYlifE D
HBH L L THCEZRL L T Iconicon
T, HTOZELEEMz T E LIz,

16 AR A & 18 fhfd & ToR o R 1
vV FIBWT, P, L EEoMEIRD
NAEINVLOREEWAT, EREELTD
BXAEHcE b5 5 2 TCRUBRERTH-
e ERREFBEIR TS (Rao et al. 1992;
Shulman and Rao 1992), HEZ .l & L
TR T ) — b EoBTE, RN e
B THMBROPR ORI hTote, Ptk
& B RRESE B BT A M EEE, SRR
W EMEMbIRBEDOTEETH S &\ 5 5E
LoEz2 ) ERE~RTH->T, TOHER
TS ERER 7B A B R D B & 5 i
AP L TWie, 5 LicfilifitkRa S
T 500, ZoORRICHSL < Erhl, R
DFEEEDF - KFLETLIFEEFTHD,
Wity T %, PR ReD D OKE R THEED
FDOEEEHNTHiTcL, FOZEEMUET
AR MBS E R BRNE S & &
nicoTH5H (Rao et al. 1992: 113-124),

e NEREOP O HZ L Iskilo T, T
LB ALBORD, RPHRT, HECEDL
NEWEZEOLEIIAME L T 2 Licinbh, £
DOREALIE, FTIHIE A v F OB b ik
BT84 Thy, HERMHERY, ks
FETLERM 2 LG TIBETH- 2
(Shulman and Rao 1992: 193-198), Z5 L
B SUL R R & LT, ZOB, HIET
BHE  OWFCFERE DR, TO—FHIEs
FavThHEEEDO NOWELEM L LI,
ERL LB BFICRE S h, PR ED
T 5 F wfli < FEUFL, BT,
EoWmkT, b bto ik

27) (37 F 4 | B0 B RARBEFFORECO\WTIX, Ramanujan and Cutler (1983) & 218

NI,
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PEIFOEE L, ThiAbilcTiiizE
2BbDTHhHole, LT, LOWELHI
12T F AN THDHEEFL, Togs (R
XL T, THENRE] LW nkebT
WORDIHT, HEMFEFIE, Z0X5
R_EHOBEWRT, EXEOMRICERET 2
CEERTHHTThH o EFT 2 D,

T 725740 b, NEARABERS
T2 ENDHELNRE 5, A Y FOEE
MELEOTI TR E 2 TELRTW5, L
ML, (EROSRETHSD TR LR OB
HO M T D DL, BEFTHIYA SIS
ROMFT D2 EROALTIXRL, THAD
~OREH LD, & TEECERD EVI IR
BThole, WhHLAERK L T FEDH
M, o758y 7 4 12tz b bk
M7 B R HM LT 2B FIUEI h T
2D THD, &, HRERMREZEOHONA
DiAtrZ LB - TH, Thik, FiokEc
Fft3 2 2 LB DL LMRE N BT D ikh
BEchy, HoZFofor, HOEZ»2D
HZBHZEDIRWEMLDS BLICREINEZ L
b,

X5 7257 4] Ty, HED
PO, HORENSEI ORI X - CTd
BIh, WiFTERRSEEN, E2E%T52
ETELNLTEMOR T EIND, ThET
DEEBEFFCTHENCH O O L XRE
D, TOXS5EFLELOPROELIEHIZAET
R0, o HEOENET] TH-
2o EOWHINERIRMAIC L » TAS O &
DICRTORICL DTN EHMB L
T, LIXHCHKE LM ORTICHED DD
Thbdb, Val— T4y 2F T 7 IREFE
ZRWT, BEVACEBEL, 0T bhic
kS5 75 %y 74 B, e —@Fb+
LIREDOTFETHVIREOENEZF 25 & W»
5%, ToORIEIRDDN, oD
R Th ot T 7257 4] T,

ZH Ly al)—e Ty 4y 2F T2 IREFE
O LFEREEHL, 778y 7 4 ER
HFEFOPONE L b EEL o [HEHOE
WET] Ml EHIRTWEDTH D,

T4 7 285 4] T, FMEAIEES D
bbb ER, BRNEHONEEI R T
Wy, rhbi, O E, BACEBEEL
TP E 5 X b Lol o fedic
WEI NG T A v ¥ OEEXFohT,
%L DA, ERxtotEiz#Ez bR,
FLTHDERET, R0 Mg IoREBE
ELCEBGFOTIEST Ao %e, £
FBhfbEbhb I tdbhote, TRIEHL
Ty 72540 13, LoFgES2#Hz,
Val— T 5 Ay aF T 2 IREF D
T (B #5225 HEEHF—F—
Yo, EFrERGhbELLDTH-
TtEEz2 X5,

Foh e T =Ty 7=y EDOFHETHE
S, HEoORROEEFIC LIZLIEEY
THEETHY, Hxtvrvr, 7—<
DIEMC RO S, 22T, FhbofE
WMo —HELT, %y F2—F
=N F ¥ 2 (Sacchudracara
Nirpayam)J] &5 % v A2V v b FEIEM
KA LTEL, 7FA MR TEDOEENRTE
CARGEI L CW B EEE, vy Ao
&, NOVENY 7 v SERICE U CHE A
B ALOS THENFTRE BRI ZED T [£
N7 ey —AFT | XO—FTHD, A
FONEMIREY, ToREIRTIOIC
My > v 3O Ll Edns [va—FF ]
RIS EIR D, 552 085F R EHFE T D
bR TWBHHTHLH, AfissoBdiTclHHI
NHDIE, BHEHORF TRERIORFRIT N
T, BN TRWY 2 —F i+ 5804
23 B (sacchudranujighrksaya) |, #AHE % M
WAL ot WS R R D ETHHY,
ZOXERDIYD [va—FF] 1TE->TCEE

T—=Fv—7 -

28) “Sacchudracara nirnayam,” Oriental Research Institute, University of Mysore, Ms. No. P.5256/2,

folios.8-9.
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M7eEH#REY S o T IBERTh 525, 4
SO TFECMET S AN EcE T [%IE
&l B EOBIWIERETDEVIE
R, EHEICE > CIXEEREMTH -1 &
E2bNhD, Foh v XiEmEsd Ky
VAZ Yy VEEX LT e vy — A TR
LRI D ST D DXHRTH 5 B,
F o B e FT—Ty e 53—y FOBIFHEIN
HEHRIRTHD EVS —HTIIEEL v
HDTH5b,
AROBH TR X 5T, FEFA v F
CRWT, BRNLENTEOMER %Al
HEBERERTH o722 L1L, 7—FbiC
Lo TSI i, b, 17HRs 3
M eI 1% 7 — v 7 B O = SRR &
Feimle LT, Fo Il ERPLMCLLS
EFB b, WU I v c17 bk
Kb EEF CHRELIA v Y vy — T — L
DvIT—2—FEIZBWTL, 2L EHHER
TN FE DRI & BT OO W ie &
W5 R LAY TTWwW5% (Rao et al. 1992:
317-318), chicxt LT, KT B e’z -
ook, 1THAERDF v h o F—F 5 « 55—
2y FRfic~ 1 Y — A EEHTHR LT HE
DY AP =S EHONIN VR g il d o N RN O
LEoZLEY, X VEREMCREEL WL
WHZETHbDH, 55FTHL, w14V —
NEEOFHO EOR L - Tllibic, 17
AR TR 2 28 1 v PN RBIR UL
Baim b LAWY THD, LoLiah
b, w4V —=VEHENEZHZS Lz [T
FRCE] &5 G, FEFIIET O R
CRWT, MA v FoBRUERN Tkl
, ZBALoRkELR Ltk b D THoT2
EERLTWA EIXEZ X 95,
HBCRDED, w4V —AEEHICENT,
FEOH RS ZHim i U3 Busl 1 £ —
DRI DARIE B I hicoi, F o .
T—Yy e 57—y ERNHEOZ ETH -
oo REDHEME, EEOBEAHIEE O FREL
CREWTHEELRENTH Y, [TB-hIEH

e @il LR AT H o7, 25 L1
B Y < v TcoZB ks, BusXb & 0B
fRizoWTiy, Mo EETsEEL
o\,
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