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Akhbar-i Mughdlan as a Source of Early llkhanid History
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This paper analyzes the recently published anonymous chronicle on Mongol
history, Akhbar-i Mughalan dar anbana’-i Qutb (Information about the Mongols)
in the collective manuscript (majmi‘a) of Qutb al-Din Shirazi (1236-1311),
one of the most esteemed scholars during the late thirteenth and the early
fourteenth centuries, written in 685 AH (1286) in Konya, Turkey. This majmi‘a
belonged to the Library in Rab‘-i Rashidi, a majestic academic and tomb com-
plex constructed in Tabriz by Qutb al-Din’s contemporary, the vizier Rashid
al-Din Fadl-Allah. In the initial sections, this chronicle contains brief remarks
on Chingiz Khan and his children and heirs. It then discusses early Ilkhanid
history from the time of its founder Hiilegii’s departure from Mongolia in
1253 to the third Ilkhan Tegiider Ahmad’s execution and the fourth Arghun’s
accession to the throne in 1285.

Although Qutb al-Din usually specified the authors and titles of the texts
he transcribed, he indicated neither the original manuscript nor the source
of the chronicle in this particular majma‘a. There is no conclusive evidence
that confirms whether he transcribed an original manuscript authored by
someone else or if he himself wrote it. However, the texts indicate that the
author had contacted the Mongols a few years after Hiilegi’s arrival in Iran-
Lamin. Furthermore, the author seems to have been more or less familiar with
contemporary astronomy, the genealogies of the Hiilegiiid family and some
families of the Mongol amirs in Iran-Zamin and certain Mongolian and Turkic
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terms and customs; the author shared a fondness for Sufism with Qutb al-Din.
Moreover, in Akhbdr-i Mughuldn, there are few records of the Ilkhans’ deeds
and other events in their courts during Qutb al-Din’s absence. This majmi‘a
provides detailed information of the events when the Mongols were in Ram,
where Qutb al-Din had resided for many years. Thus, he might have written
the chronicle, or recorded his own data into the original text.

By comparing the texts of Akhbar-i Mughilan with known historical
sources written up until 1286, it is clear that the author never directly quoted
and referred to Tarikh-i jahangushd-yi Juwayni by ‘Ata Malik Juwayni, Kayfiyat-i
wdqi‘a’-i Baghdad, and the preface of Zij-i Ilkhani by Nasir al-Din Tusi, Qutb
al-Din’s teacher, and other such texts. On the other hand, textual similarities
between Akhbdr-i Mughulan and Jami‘ al-tawarikh, compiled by Rashid al-Din
in the early 1300s, showed that both the chronicles had a common source,
or that Rashid al-Din refers to Akhbar-i Mughilan. In contrast, some texts of
Akhbar-i Mughulan assume a neutral position toward the Hiilegii’s family when
compared with 7ami‘ al-tawarikh, which was compiled in the reign of Ghazan
Khan and dedicated to his younger brother Oljeitii Khan. This chronicle also
contains some new information, which was not found in fami‘ al-tawarikh.

Thus, Akhbar-i Mughiilan is one of the rare contemporary sources of early

Ilkhanid history.
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