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Ming Policy toward Mongolia during the 15" Century and a Tibetan
Buddhist Monastery in the Border Land “JA[fg (He-xi)”
A Study of the Sino-Tibetan Inscription on the Stupa of Sa-skya Pandita

BaN, Shinichiro

The present paper analyses the Sino-Tibetan inscription “F &M F¥EE” on
the stele erected at the Tibetan Buddhist monastery ” FI34<f (Bai-ta-si)” by the
Ming court to commemorate the Tibetan monk Sa-skya Pandita. This inscrip-
tion is a valuable source to study the important role of this Tibetan Buddhist
monastery in Sino-Mongol relations in the border land “/74 (He-xi)”. The
Ming court rebuilt the Stupa of Sa-skya Pandita with an innovation of “ 13§
(Bai-ta-si)” in 1430 and inscribed the historical background of this enterprise
on the stele through discussion.

Chapter one presents the transcription of the Chinese and Tibetan texts
and their respective Japanese translations. Chapter two attempts a critical
comparison of both texts with detailed reference to Chinese and Tibetan
sources. Chapter three discusses the Ming- {7 (He-xi) Mongol political
background. The Ming court attempted to show their honor of Sa-skya Pan-
dita through rebuilding this stupa and thereby maintaining the peace with 1
Vi (He-xi) Mongol for the purpose of avoiding their connection to Oirate.
Chapter four discusses the Tibetan Buddhist background. The Ming court
attempted to favor Tibetan monks there, through granting their request and
rebuilding this monastery and thereby making use of their diplomatic abil-
ity in Inner Asia at large. Finally, we can conclude that the Tibetan Buddhist
monastery in the border land played the role of peace maker in the interna-
tional relations between China and Mongol, and helped to develop peaceful
China-Tibet-Mongol relations on the basis of Tibetan Buddhism.

Keywords: the Ming Court, the Stupa of Sa-skya Pandita, Bai-ta-si Temple,
He-xi-Mongol, He-xi Tibetan Buddhist Monks
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