Journal of Asian and African Studies, No.84, 2012

G 32

Ly HARERRERH] ER

pii

o
BT

A Study of the Epitaph of Hudujin Shenmi in the Khitan Small Script
Wu, Yingzhe

The Epitaph of Hudujin Shenmi #iE# %% in the Khitan Small Script is
preserved at the Khitan Museum in Balin Zuoqi of Chifeng, Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, China. The time and place of excavation of the epitaph
is still unknown. It is assumed to be complete and is an exquisite sample of a
Khitan cultural text. It has 39 lines in the Khitan Small Script, with a varying
number of characters per line. The total number of characters is 1480, includ-
ing single characters and blocks. The author of the epitaph lists the personal
narratives from the tomb owner’s ninth-generation forefather down to his
grandsons. His fourth-generation forefather was King Tuoning 5¢%, whose
biography is recorded in the Liaoshi #5. The tomb owner was born on June
13, tenth year of Chongxi H#E (1041), and he died on September 16, the sev-
enth year of Daan K% (1091). He held the administrative positions of Fellow
of the Department of Seal Card AIMFESE, Left Department of the Younger
Brother of the Emperor 7= #@JH8#, Resident Guardian of Middle Capital 15t
B5F, and others. His wife and his children gave him a funeral ceremony and
buried his corpse at a certain mountain.

There are several historical personages mentioned in the epitaph. These
include Xiao He j#ifil, Zhang Liang &K, Yang Xiong #5#ft, Wang Tong T,
Zhong Ziqi $#F Y and Bao Shuya ffi#{F. There is also a literary quotation.
According to a preliminary study of the epitaph, we can establish that the
tomb owner was the uncle of the tomb owner of the epitaph of Xiao Dilu i
HFGESE and a nephew of the tomb owner of the epitaph of Xiao Tuguci #iX
W RFZGESS. Therefore, the new epitaph will provide significant reference mate-
rial for the comparative study of the three epitaphs and of the clan of Xiao
during the Liao dynasty.

Keywords: Khitan Small Script, Epitaph, Hudujin Shenmi, Decipher
F—TU—F: FOPMF, LS, WIMERE, Mot
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