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Popularity of Islamic Short Novels and Islamic Awakening
among Muslim Women in Indonesia
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This presentation clarifies the role of Islamic short novels in Islamic awaken-
ing among Muslim women in Indonesia in the 1990s and early 2000s. It is
based on data gathered by field researches on writers, publishers, and readers,
as well as analysis of the storylines and texts of the novels.

Many Islamic short novels started to be written in the early 1990s under
the secular Suharto regime and were read by female high-school students and
college students. Factors including economic growth, increase in educational
level, and development of publication media during the Suharto era contrib-
uted to a rapid increase in the number of women who read books and novels.
At the same time, learning Islam and dakwah activities became popular among
college students all over the country against Suharto’s tyranny and the inflow
of Western culture. As a result, young female elites who learned Islam volun-
tarily and were conscious of its teachings appeared and they became the driv-
ing force behind the popularity of Islamic short novels.

At the beginning, these novels were published in a magazine called
Annida. It was first published in 1991 by some female students in the Faculty
of Literature, University of Indonesia in Jakarta who joined the student
dakwah organization there. From the beginning, it was known as a female liter-
ary magazine especially focusing on Islamic short novels and read by young
Muslim women across the country. After the Suharto regime collapsed in 1998,
the novels that had already gained popularity among the readers of Annida
came out in book form in quick succession and became big hits.

The writers of these Islamic short novels were young Muslim females who
started turning towards Islam. Some of them joined Islamic dakwah activities
in their universities and started wearing Islamic veils. Their novels showed
their enthusiasm for Islam and their own experiences with learning and turn-
ing towards Islam such as changes of relationship with their families and
friends. They wanted to deliver the Islam that they had learned and to share
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their experiences using the topics and slang expressions familiar to them. The

readers were also young females in similar circumstances to the writers. They

read these novels to reaffirm and justify their new commitment to Islam. The

Islamic short novels verbalized the awareness of both writers and readers who

spontaneously incorporated Islam into their lives.
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