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Insistence on Language Rights by Opposition Groups in Post-war Taiwan
Focusing on the Arguments of the Assembly

Morirta, Kenji

This paper discusses how Taiwanese opposition groups regarded their language
rights in post-war Taiwan. The opposition groups, called the “Tang-wai,” who
agitated for democratization in Taiwan in the 1970s, appeared to embody the
Chinese education policy of post-war Taiwan. The opposition had no part
in the Kuomintang’s rule. They took the position of politically opposing the
regime of the Republic of China. One of the reasons for this was their insistence
on their language rights. This paper discusses the establishment of the legitimacy
of the Taiwanese language in public spaces. An example of this was the provincial
assembly. Also, this paper discusses the requirement to use Taiwanese language
in the media and in transportation announcements in particular. It was difficult
to argue for the use of Taiwanese language at the end of the 1970s when the
opposition groups won seats in the Taiwan Provincial Assembly. In that assembly
in the 1980s, their argument for using Taiwanese language was discussed
repeatedly. However, changing the law was a matter for the national assembly,
which is known as the Legislative Yuan. The provincial assembly, also called
the local assembly, did not have the powers to deal with the case for language
rights. However, the opposition groups succeeded in having the issue of bilingual
broadcasts of railway and bus announcements discussed in this assembly. In
addition, they demanded that a law restricting the use of dialects on TV programs
be amended. Ultimately, the Taiwan Chief Administrator began to rely less on
counter-arguments based on Chinese nationalism, and multi-lingual policies
began to evolve at the end of the 1980s and during the 1990s. The expansion
of the use of Taiwanese language in public spaces, which the opposition had
demanded, was accomplished progressively. As a result, their insistence on language
rights decreased gradually, and the rights of Taiwanese language speakers
were restored throughout Taiwanese society.

Keywords: Language rights, the opposition groups, assembly, post-war Taiwan,
language policy
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