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Okakura Tenshin (Kakuzo) at Bodh Gaya during His Stay in British India
Examination Using the Records Exchanged between Swami Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tagore

Tocawa, Masahiko

Okakura Tenshin (Kakuzo) was an art historian and intellectual in the Meiji
era, who played a significant role in introducing Japanese culture to the Western
world. This paper focuses on his visits to Bodh Gaya during his stay in India
for nine months in 1902. It is well known that during his stay he formed a
close relationship with Indian intellectuals such as Swami Vivekananda and
Rabindranath Tagore, and completed his book, The Ideals of the East with an
introductory note by Sister Nivedita, of which his opening phrase of ‘Asia is
one’ became very popular in later periods in Japan.

The documents examined in this paper reveal that he visited Bodh Gaya
three times, with one week stays for the first and second times, and proposed
to the mahant of Bodh Gaya temple to purchase a plot of land for a guest
house for Japanese pilgrims.

Even though the biographies of Okakura Tenshin so far have not scrutinized
various details about his visits to Bodh Gaya enough, the fact that there is no
other place Okakura visited in such a frequency during his stays in India implies
his concerns about the situation of Bodh Gaya temple, at which Anagarika
Dharmapala had launched his worldwide Buddhist revivalist movement in
1891, without having achieved its expected outcomes.

Another issue to be examined in this paper is about his involvement in the
secret societies of revolutionary movements, such as Anushilan Samiti, during
his stays in India. It is well known that the investigation office of the Bengal
government at that time reported that Okakura had been involved in revolu-
tionary societies, but many scholars have cast doubt if it is historical fact that
he caused some actual results in the political movement.

This paper is an attempt to cast new light over his experiences in India
using the historical materials of the Ramakrishna Mission, Rabindranath
Tagore, and British officials, and to examine his intention to visit the Bodh
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Gaya temple—the center for Buddhist revivalist movement during the British

Indian period.
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