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Alienable and Inalienable Nouns in Nzema

Koaa, Kyoko

Nzema (Niger-Congo, Kwa) distinguishes inalienable nouns from alienable
nouns in possessive constructions. Chinebuah (1971) has shown that in Nzema,
inalienable nouns take different forms in possessive constructions. However,
his work focuses mainly on the morphological features of inalienable possession,
with no reference to phonological features. In this paper, I argue that phonological
features are also important in distinguishing inalienable and alienable possession.
A new observation is that alienable possession with no morphological change
still exhibits phonological (tonal) changes with different patterns from those
found in inalienable possession.

The new data come from my own fieldwork. First, affixes of inalienable
nouns become null in possessive constructions, but those of alienable nouns
remain intact. Second, in the case of proper nouns, the possessive marker a- is
added to inalienable nouns, while no such marker is added to alienable nouns.
Third, tonal changes of alienable nouns in possessive constructions are limited
to the prefix or the root-initial syllable. A wholesale tonal change is observed in
roots of inalienable nouns. In sum, alienable possessions are marked only by a
tonal change, whereas inalienable possessions are marked in a phonologically/
morphologically complex way: tonal lowering of the entire root, epenthesis of
the possessive marker a- (in constructions with proper nouns), or root-initial
high tone (in constructions with a possessive clitic). It is not the case, however,
that the patterns in Nzema contradict the general tendency for markers of
inalienable possession to be simpler than those of alienable possession. The
phonological/morphological changes in inalienable possession in fact reduce
the number of syllables in possessive constructions and target the entire root
for tonal lowering.

The possessive constructions 5=z ‘his/her father’ (si/¢ ‘father”), o=/i ‘his/her
mother’ (nili ‘mother’), and ¢=hii, ‘her husband’ (ki/f ‘husband’) are even simpler
than those of other inalienable nouns in that (a) the roots are monosyllabic,
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(b) the tone of possessive constructions with possessive clitics as a whole is
low, and (c) consonant lenition occurs. The patterns found in Nzema suggest
that the degree of inalienability is correlated with the morphological and
phonological simplicity of possessive constructions; the simpler the morphological
and phonological structure of the possessive construction, the more inalienable
the possession.
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8 TYT 77 Y A EEALHE 97
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ébonyilé =1 vilé [ | enyulii TH
2lbals W=l dzile M | ezt [
etefimalé [&) ebntiale A &b Rty
égyéle kA Skérale M ] agowdle N
Skésale I 2holé M

Lii 7 v —7 Liii 7 v—F

nyéfSle [#.% ] adiema [ 5t o itk |

1od31é [(o) Bl awivadnyi B

toale M%)

yilé E

ralé [F]

IHr7r—7

silé [4Z]

nilt [BE]

kalf %]

Hp33ER LD, FOO 5B I111265E, Hilk5:3E, [Hilz2@ETHD, I 71— 71135
Th b,
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Mg [7F =D Fd] [, e o F 5]
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L% THE) L8,
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o2 Jufi k|
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6) L 7A—F
si-1¢ ni-li k-1t
4] F=3 %]

2.1.2 EBRAZHS FAEBX

[ 7 A—7k, BAEGFATHES AR OCE T, BHEFS a- b Y, BRI AbI S,
bED EBEMNYHLRWHE 27—, a- M, b Ed EBEF - 2 bR
foiss THil 7 v — 71, BEN DB Tnv,

FROBNFIL, 1 7v—7T, 7 o QHTEREKROBOFER IS (Ficb bl

FENH THRPHHEXIL LTEbaEXITHIRED)YW, X5,

@ LizZa—7
e-nyi-le Yaba a-nyi Akiba d-nyi
MH] [ oH] (727 ~"DH]
a-15a-1¢ Akyé a-16a Aka d-16a
sy [7F =0 [7HoO]
eé-tefiima-1¢ Kofi a-tefiuma Akiba d-téfiima
[ ] [27 4 O] [7 7 30D

@ LizZar—7
nyefs-1e Yabd a-nyéfss Aliiba d-nyefo
7.5 [ s DA [7 27 NOFB]
yi-l¢ Kofi a-yi Aka d-yi
3% (27 4 03] [7 7 D3]
ra-lg Akyé a-ra Akitba d-ra
[F] [7 5 =DF] [7 27 SDF]
9 i ZaA—7
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AERARN LIt d,

526 ] [7F =D (75 o5

14) Chinebuah (1971) O&K Tk, BEEFOFHIMPEZRCHILL WD, TANFEXELD
DER L LI D h, BEHETH S,
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a-wuvuanyt

(4]

Kofi a-wuvuanyi

[a7 s D%V

Akitba d-wivianyi
(772D * ]

7%, Chinebuah (1971) %, Z® a- i 2\WT, WNTED e/fe- AL L I2D D, B HWik
Bl L ERHNEL o Rt vicb o b vwb 2 Y OffREZE TS5, 8) X5,
L L EBEREHCEVIORY a- 13 T &, 213 RIBNB X 5 ciiaEER LS A
WL CH R E HRFNEL 0D 2 &0, BRI BRI ~—) — a- HMivic
LEZDDOBREYTH S,

—J, U7 A —F3BREETI 74 —F LR BV ERCT S, 3, a Tiiie 3 AR
BB BEEE o=/o= "Bl %, 7oL, Chinebuah (1971) ®F— &2 Tk 33 & b o=/o= M
LW, EHEDF —Z Tldnili Tlla-Th o="Th X <, kil Tik o= B 5B IBE b s - 1,
ek, TDo=/o=b a- LAKOFROWB T T 5 WIBEEROBOFR D), 1,
Chinebuah (1971) DAL X 5 CFEROTEREN RIS (s:zn:Lk: b, TOTHER
Brieowvw Ty, —~HofFbTths EaxmIhd, sz 3EHEEL, o L3WEE L, kA
BEEFILCL 53D TH D,

10) I Z7r—7

si-lIé Yaba 5=zi Akaiiba 5=zi
4] (YR | [7 7304
ni-lf Akyé a-Ii ~ o=Ii Aka a-1i ~ 6=Ii
F53] [7 5 =D} [7 91 DFE)
ki-If Yabd a-hii Akitba G-hii
[ [ D3k [7 27 "DHk]

2.1.3 FAREEEH S FFEEX

I BE R LS TERSC T, 3RTO 7 A — 7 THERNS L OCBERH LIS (b Ed
EBER RV Hi, I 72— F RO LLbR, &L EHREAFRW LHii 7
N—FBEFO LA Kb D), Ik, 21 TR X 51, NaEEAFE L 2 ABRBEEITA
Lal e=/e=, 3 NFRHABTAE HGE o=/o= 2D, WFEESAG (ThEh wo=/wo=, y=/yi=) &5
5 (FRUSADOFTEEEEFEL),

B, I 7v—71%, FIEEENL BRE—-FHNH T, ThlIiLicis,

11 Lizr—7

e-nyi-lé

e=nyi o=nyt
WER [Bint-DH ] %, Hetco H
&-16a-12 =16d >=lba
[ [Bigicon] [$% P dco ]
e-tefiimad-lé e=téfima o=téfiima
[ [BHIstzni] (%% 4c o )

15) o=/o= BEZFED LEFFAEIL L TW DD T EE 2 bR D,
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WRAT v 2O AT
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nyefo-1é e=nyéfo o=nyéfo

L5 [ 78 te D FLF | M 2 > FLI5

yi-lé e=yi o=yi

Ed [BictenFi] M3

ra-lé¢ &rd =rd

[ [BHIsizDF] M 2z D F ]
18) Liii 77—

a-diema e=diema o=diema

Mot | [ B 7t o o [~ 4 D SLehs |

a-wuvuanyl e=wuvuanyl o=wuvuanyl

[+ [BistenF ] M Bete oA ]

—Ji, I 72— FI3GERC H ORI L v, e, BAEREEZHES IAMCEFTL, &
Ry F TS %,

(14) U rr—7

si-1é &=zi o=z

4] (Bt ] (%, B 4 DAL |
ni-li e=li o=Ii

RS [B7sizDhE] %, B 4c DR
ki-If é=hii o=hii

3] (B Tntemk] [z 4e DI ]

2.1.2, 213 TRLICX 51, ARTEHAREELFHELIIEHCTOER « BRI
HI3%x KX 29D A—FRHSE LT, 1 Z7A—713, WEHOWTIE, BETEER
FERKbh, ILICEELAFAXES TR CHE~Y—7 — a- M, FROELH-I2D
WL, FFTEMCCEREHNA Licd, ¥, BAEAFALES A/ Tl a- 235615
BRKoOMOBEICIy, AR il iy, BRETHAH KRS, —J, 11
7 — 7, JEREH Tk, BB AFAL N S TENES T a- Tl o=/o=% 5, HHETIE, 7
AR CHERTFORBTNRS 5, T, TAEELHSTAMXT, 17Vv—7F L8k
DRI H N EH L s\,

2.2 AIEERFADEE - BRI

2.1 CHF A EE LTS O LGN, BRI, ERPNCMALSFC AR, A
-7 ) TEDL0RETY (EH 22— ME%F5), ChbomEEHL, AT
R TOZLR IR VAT, FRHEERD D, COBIRTHEERFAOSA L RINL, 20

16) 7 LIE10 T~k 51, TOFRABbRWEDLE B 5,
17) Zo®t®, Chinebuah (1971) Tl [M148{t4 & (non-variable noun) | &MEEN D, THETOD
FAETIX 373 EEIHE ORI BEATE IR,
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&2 TEERFAOH

abels [Ywewayv] édanlé [ ] kydle [E-FJ

aliba = éliié [ a4 %] mogyd [ 1fiL |

agbuya [$t1 ésamo (7N ¥ ] nani N

ahonli WA evili Y51 bede I A
aksndi 7] awdle [~ botokima %]

akima (%] ewiile e bowuilé K=

alig [fr~4y halé % dadié (4 7]
danyals [P képinli M5 nkwani [A—7 ]
awani b=h kelata Eid awdli I3 ]

ayilé Ed kolonvid o] pzd [

da (5% Kitiikat [ 751 ] ngonlé [fe~—2 |

Z L1 Chinebuah (1971) Titfh bhTnisw, = 2T, BEHEREZ IR, Bl
L A HEA ORI TS & EERT,

2.2.1 Eiphis

WHEE AL, HBTIUTOREERS, BEEFCE -, e/e-, N- (V- IEFEREF T O RN
HFHAE 2, BEREFC i3y, BEFELERF LML L0, WTFhrrits b o,
WTFRIS WL DERD B,

a-
e-/e- SRR -le/-le

v AT
¢-

(15) X5, FEIE, BEFREEAENLERN, HBEN- 2L 03ETH 5,
BREFILICIIHT, SUHEESAFAERACTH D, wWHEME Rl gaEaig, BirEoAE
EXDOBEICY - THHBRERNEIN DD, (16) X 5 cRHE Bz r+ g R~
BEAFD DD, B TEECKAI NS TR,

(15)  é-dan-I¢ é-lié a-bé-1¢ a-lie
[ | (v &4 %] hyEmay| [~
R-gom-12 A-kwdni kye-1¢ mogyd
[{E~—2] [2—7| [iEF 1]
(16) &wd-le cf. é-nyi-le (RAEEAG)
[~v] =N
ha-I¢ cf. yi-lé ORI 4 5)
I3 ==
a-liba cf. a-diema (RNWJEWEA )
[F] BT

2.2.2 BRBFAZH S HAHX
AR A & AR A OB, AW TR &) LBhd, (17) T X



AT ¢ ¥ ¢ O TTHE R HIEA Is

51, 7, WEEAFEATEELF R, AT OBEIEL v, Tk
bbb, HMYTROBEEE R X OERRER, FiAMtekswTdEh s,

MR LD, TR AR CHEMEEN R 5, BAEGHZNES AR
TUE, FREAO % 0 BN R REREAHER R LMo FERIC s, ThUBFEOFERIIED
SR AN

a7)  eé-dan-I¢ Akyé é-dan-1¢ Aka é-dan-1¢
[ [7 5 = DA [7 % DA
e-lné Akyé é-lué Aka 6-Iué
[ a1 %] [TF=DYat1x] [THDOYAALE]
a-lie Akyé a-lig Aka a-Ii¢
[~y [7 5 = DAY [7 5 D~
mogya Akyé mogyd Aka mégyd
[ | [7 F = DIfi ] [7 7 DIfi]
kyé-1¢ Akyé kye-I¢ Aka kyé-I¢
ME-FJ [7F = D] [7 5 OWET]

(18) X5, &b a D AFEEEAGEL, FrAW TR LRI &L
LIgwA, FERIC H 28h iy, FERAAD L /e 2 Al iEd el L CXAS b,

(18) a-kuma Akyé a-kima cf. é-késa-lé (Ru]FEPEL ) Akyé a-késa
I—%J |—79":‘_@%J I—%EJ |_79:I@%EJ

2.2.3 FIBEEEHSIFEREX

21 THRICX ST, FrAEGELMNS FTARSCT, WAL 2 APRBEIT A 835 wo=/
wo=, 3 NFsERBATA HRE yr=/yi= LD, Rulifilidid (ehTh ev/e=, o=lo=) LRicd (&
NN DT A EFE IR C),

19) wrRT Lo, MAEEOFRILL T, AEEAFEFALCTHD, EREE X
WFHE H 22, ThUBEOERIEZEL D I,

(19) é-dan-l¢ wo=¢é-dan-l¢ yi=é-dan-1é
Kl [ B Ttz i) [ o> A )
é-lué wo=¢é-lué yi=é-lné
(¥ &4 %] [(BHistcov a4 ] [0y a4 €]
a-lie wo=d-lié yi=a-lié
M~ [(BHigteofE~Yl  [HEOEY]
mogya wo=mogyd yi=mogyd
(1 | [ fsizoifi] (% o> 1fin |
kyé-le wo=kyé-l¢ yi=kyé-l¢

M7 [B s t=DiET M DIE T
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(200 DX ST, b &b LEERD RN i uaREARIL, 2« 3 ARBE LSO
FEGEEZAE S I RS AR REIEA G LR R Cic /e 28, GEREE— ML H A s,
AnEE A L TR S B,

(20) mogyd mi=mogyd cf. nyefo-le (RuJilEWE4a)  mi=nyéfo
[ 1f | (Lo I | (L5 ] [FLDFL5F

2.2.2, 223 T/RLICX 5, WHBEEAFIIAWEEAFHERY, AR CEELOE
fLikisvhs, FERZEIED D, COFHEILIEIATEEAFO T &R, NaEEA T
FEER AR LR C 205, WREMA T TBRER E ISR o A LA R D, To
X5, WERE S RREA G OPTE RSO XA, RIS T I () b Blh
T\,

3. TLHLER

v BB RN EE AT O X A H B Z L1k Chinebuah (1971) 12 X » TR X
ey, WHAD Lok, b o SR BEEAFHOMERNFH TS - 1o, ARITIL, %
FRBIMAETHRICT — 2 &S &, RuBEAFIIITEB O\ OBRBEIET T HF
WAL L RS &, TEEEAMHIFIEE LT W OB LI WA SRS IR 5 2 &,
OB REAG E R D, WA O AR o XK FINERER2 0 Cle < A b Bh
5T &R LI, ¥, FHEOT—2OFH - WERHFBICES X, NEEAFHE 250
YT —F LI,

AFGCTH Y BF AT REAF L 11 70— 7 EREAFROTE - WREROEEE Z LD
&, DFoXsicinsd,

AT AT L7 v~

B o KEXE . e/e- BEME -le/le
(Fo?E L—EBOBEIAREY a-, T To— SR BEERE BB A HL D T\)

+ Il 5 44 vl c WG WA - GER

FT A RESC * a- ISR R oMo P, FEREEE L,
+ A A Bk o B B ik =55
FrfkEC « 2 NFRBENR 3k e=/e=, 3 ABRHBUNE HGE o=/o= ML %,

° nn*ﬁ%—‘%ﬁﬁﬁ’ H VCJ/J\IS%ai Lo

R FREAE L 7 — 7
HHY R B L, -7

+ 45 445 c W . AT a- 3R R B4R o=/o=FE
FT A RESC < R E 0BT
e a-, o=/o= XM ERKOYOBER, FEHIT L




WHIAT ¥ € F O THIL R AT 17

+ TR R <M PTRERE=G

A RESC « O NFRHETA BE3E e=/e=, 3 ABRHBUITA BEE o=/o= ZHL 5,
c R FOEF
« BEIRE Lo

W] R A4
B . RS a-
e-/e- FEAR -le/-le
e
¢-
+ [ 75 44 vl < WS EIEAE HBMP
Fr AL o BZOHTREGEMR BRI EFE R LMo BN, T Lo BT M & F T,
+ P A Bk - W . FTAERE = BMUp
P RESC o 9 NWREBTA 8238 wo=/wo=, 3 AFREETA BEE yi=yi= M5,

o BEUHEE GERBHIL H, £hDREDFEHRIEHEME & F T,

TR ATRE A SO AR OB WA HRCE Lo 5 L, BEBHT, EFEILkbhS
oy (RAREMEAG) RFEES D0 (WEEAR), BEAAFLZNES Al Tlia~—7—0
a- DM oy (R M oviswndy (TREEAR) SV oSEWTHD, FMETIE, #
YR/ GERBIC O ZFEALNE 2 20 (WiEEAE) FEREBOFRTNET D (Rl
EAFE) E\WVH5ENTH D,

R AR SO I\ CTHEREE FEIREE O F A LD AL L » Tv—27 Sh b0kt
L, NEEAFAO~—7 — U, SHANCEETH D, Thbb, ®BHL, FEReto
EAERML, ESEEHA~—7—a 0% (EEAFAXNES AR XOBE), EREO RSN
b MEEELES TIEMIOEE) KX T~—27 8N 5, NuldEAREOT AR TS
D= —OHNEMTH S LWV —BNEFAIICK L TWD X5 CR 2%, ok s BEL
X O FEHBEI D D, FEREEMEHERLT S0, FiEM A EEH - BRI
B L T\ 5,

II 7 A —F O silé TR, nili TRE), kali T9) %, FrARScoSH - HERPEML @a)
DELICHEETHD, o35, 7, BRI 1 EHoLNLRD, T, FrA#EEEMES
AT, BXehoBEHR Lickhs (o R EEAFNIERES LX), b, #
WrEoRE sz 2,

CDXSRY T I N— T O, VERECE\WT, WA & N4 S IEH
VFTHEND I, RFEEIREOMETHL CLERT D LELLRSY, R
BENESWEEEH - BERWCX D BEific/ics 35 &, RAEEREOBREREWIEL D
ToXswRIhnbd,

AEELAF I 70— 7 S>SHRuEERGE L 7V — 7 > [ EE A

18) 3 ML Lo ER X ZFD, Lh b ORI DB RS bh 5N < Oh 0T
WEIhTw5b (cf. Ameka 1996, Osumi 1996),
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7235, Chinebuah (1971) OERIClL silé, nili, kali © 3EE L b BEAKLFARLE S AT
a- TlE7e 3 AHHET A B o=/o= DRI D, FEDF — 2 Tiknili Tlla- & o=2HH
LR, kili Tk o=0Bh 3B b hieh o lote®d, RuEELKFHNTOY 7 71— 7/
DRI KIINDDOH DD H LIIRn,

e, BERAFETNES TARESCT, I IEA R EEAF OB D U 1EFER
HAHIEER R LW OBETCIn D 0h, TEEEZN S TERCTaBEAT RNl EEAH
OBHEREREO HNE LR D), L WHIEZ O WTTHHH, —ODMRE L
T, R GEHEO H b LITAEEOMFEMRIC I 53 0T, MEXRABHRLTHY, Wik
Y44 5 b AR YA A b SRR EE & A MR o B IR S R A P o M TRk ¥ B 0 Tiks
W, CHIE—FEOBRIEE TRV EE 2B, 25w oklBiconTiy, vE<il
T, FRHHS aE B O s B 2 8L I AR TR L e auidie b 7w,

2 £ X &
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19) 7t%, Chinebuah (1971) OERITIZ, a- D FEFNIAFBER KL L TWw% (3 14), Chinebuah
(1971) OBEREFEELEOER E ORI BGWELIC I 2 b DR E LD, FrE#EELMES G
Xk s EEdb QBRI 25 oM CREIE AT S FTE ST b AR o E R Bk
FIMLCZEIL Lo Lk,



