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Spread of Reverence for the Twelve Imams among Sunnis
in the 13th—-14th Centuries and the Response
of the Shi‘i Scholarly Circle of Hilla
Trans-sectarian Tradition Learning in the Fard’id al-Simtayn
of Sadr al-Din al-Hammiiyi

Mizukami, Ryo

Although reverence for ‘Alids or the Twelve Imams is generally considered to
be characteristic of the piety of Twelver Shi‘ism, a similar veneration spread
among some Sunni scholars from the 13th to the 16th centuries. Imamophilic
Sunni scholars compiled numerous fadd’il works (writings describing the
excellences of someone or something) about the Imams. On the other hand,
the city of Hilla became the most influential Shi‘i scholarly center during
this period, maintaining a positive relationship with the Abbasids and, later,
with the Ilkhanids. However, researchers have not attended to the issue of
interaction between the Imamophilic Sunni scholars and Shi‘i scholars of
Hilla. With particular focus on a Sunni fadd’il work on the Twelve Imams,
Fard’id al-Simtayn, written by Sadr al-Din al-Hammuy1 (1246-1322), this study
explores how he learned traditions from Hilli Shi‘i scholars.

Sadr al-Din was a renowned tradition collector and son of Sa‘d al-Din
al-Hammauayi (d. 1260), the prominent sifi of the 13th century. The records
of Sadr al-Din’s learnings in Fard’id indicate that he collected traditions
pertaining to the Imams initially in Iran, and then in Iraq, Hijaz, and Sham.
Although Sadr al-Din was a Shafi‘i scholar, his Fard’id indicates his veneration
for the Twelve Imams—especially, ‘Ali al-Rida and Muhammad al-Muntazar,
the 8th and 12th Imams.

Fard’id includes the traditions transmitted from the leading Shi‘i scholars
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of the time, especially those from Hilla. Sadr al-Din’s learning from Sadid
al-Din Yasuf ibn al-Mutahhar al-Hilli (d. before 1266), al-‘Allama al-Hilli’s
father, indicates that his first contact with Hilli scholars harks back to the time
when he was still in Iran. These Hilli scholars, related to one another by blood
or through marriage, transmitted traditions to Sadr al-Din as a group. Therefore,
Sadr al-Din established a relationship with their scholarly community.

These Hilli scholars transmitted both Shi‘i and Sunni traditions to Sadr
al-Din. The isndds of the Shi‘i traditions include famous Shi‘i scholars like
Ibn Babawayh (d. 991) and al-Shaykh al-Tasi (d. 1067). These Shi‘i traditions
reflect Sadr al-Din’s confidence in the Hilli transmitters. A number of Sunni
traditions include Muhammab b. Ahmad al-Natanzi (d. 1103) in their isnad
though he was not a famous transmitter of Sunni fada’i/ literature. It is clear
that the Hilli transmitters did not intend to defend their Shi‘i beliefs by using
the Sunni traditions, but rather desired to showcase their comprehensive
knowledge of the Imams. For Imamophilic Sunni scholars, it is helpful to
learn from such Hilli scholars. Being erudite with regard to the Imams, the
Hilli scholars tried to connect with the intellectual society within which

reverence for the Imams proliferated.
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