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The Impasse on Solutions for the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Through the Discourses of Palestinian Intellectuals in Jordan

ABDELHADI, Hani

Peace talks on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict assume the premise of the two-
state solution. However, the Oslo Accords resulted in a de facto failure, and
peace talks have not progressed since the early 2000s. Therefore, some intellectuals
suggest the improbability of the two-state solution, and as an alternative, the
one-state solution has been attracting attention mainly from intellectuals in
Europe and the United States. However, the occupied Palestinian territories,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Israel, have not increased their support for the one-state
solution. Moreover, polls indicate that majority of the Palestinians prefer the
two-state solution. Therefore, the two-state solution remains the main premise
of peace talks. Why does the two-state solution continue to have mainstream
appeal despite its limitations and the deadlock in the peace process? This
paper focuses on this contradictory situation.

Many previous studies on the suggested solutions for the conflict, especially
the two-state and one-state solutions, are based on political methodologies.
Thus, these works mainly focus on the issue’s theoretical aspects and examine
the feasibility of these solutions on the basis of the situation on the ground.
However, these studies have not examined the social aspect, such as how
Palestinian society perceives the propositions. Therefore, the current research
adopts a sociological approach and focuses on the Palestinians’ perception of
these solutions. Discourse analysis and qualitative unstructured interviews were
conducted with three Palestinian intellectuals in Jordan, concerning Jordan’s
neutral political position.

This study reveals the Palestinians’ perception of the existing proposals
and why these proposals may be viewed as being unfavorable and unfeasible.
Furthermore, this paper suggests the reason why the two-state solution
continues to be a premise for peace talks. Finally, it describes how the collective
psyche of the Palestinians is caught in a certain normative system which
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mainly consists of the concept of national self-determination and regional

sovereignty, and how it results in their inflexibility in considering alternative

solutions for the conflict.
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