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Ming Court’s Patronage for Tibetan Buddhist Monastery at Area of Amdo
A Detailed Comparison Between Chinese and Tibetan Text to Stele
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with Inscription “HEHMIAEFH (1448)”

BaN, Shinichiro

This paper analyses the Sino-Tibetan inscription “EEH M AESF#,” which was
erected by bureaucrats of the Ming court to commemorate patronage of
Buddhism in the rebuilding of the Tibetan Buddhist monastery “/A3%<F”
(Guang-shan-si) in 1448. This inscription is valuable in the study of the
Ming Court’s policy for Tibetans in the border land of “Amdo”. The Ming
Court attempted to represent political legitimacy by erecting Sino-Tibetan
inscriptions at Tibetan Buddhist monasteries, such that the authority of the
Ming Court could strengthen its position in Amdo. However, Sino-Tibetan
inscriptions have different contents in each Chinese and Tibetan text.
Chapter one introduces eleven Sino-Tibetan inscriptions and their
historical backgrounds, and points out that “FEEHIMIAFHEIFM” contains a
clearer contrast between Buddhism and Confucianism compared to other
inscriptions. Chapter two presents the transcription of Chinese and Tibetan
texts and their respective Japanese translations, and confirms erectors from
other sources. Chapter three presents a detailed comparison between the
Chinese and Tibetan texts. Unlike the Chinese text, the Tibetan text does
not describe Confucian ideology, but instead emphasizes Tibetan Buddhistic
ideology and culture by explaining the Ming court’s imperial patronage
in terms of monk-patron relations; for example, it presents veneration to
Mafijuéri at the monastery “/A3<F” (Guang-shan-si) through a quote from
the Tibetan Buddhist canon: “Phags pa glang ri lung bstan pa” (The Prophecy
at Ox-headed Mount), which is a eulogy for the saintly appearance of “/I*f4L”
(the Ox-headed Mount) in Khotan. Finally, we conclude that the Ming court’s
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bureaucrats demonstrated Confucianism in the Chinese text, while also sympathizing
with Tibetan or Inner Asian Buddhism in Tibetan text. Therefore, the different
religions and cultures were prized in its foreign policy.
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