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An Attempt to Integrate Besyan, Bucyan and Zilan Tribes into the Ottoman Administrative System
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How to Control Nomadic Tribes?

Sarto, Kumiko

This article focuses on the sanjak (sub-province) of Besyan ve Bucyan ve ilan.
The Ottoman Empire conquered southeastern Anatolia and northern Syria
at the beginning of the 16th century. The Ottoman authorities unified many
of the region’s nomadic tribes into one administrative and tax collection
unit, and appointed a sancak bey (sub-province governor) to control nomadic
groups and collect taxes from them. As a result, sanjaks without definitive
administrative boundaries were newly established. Besyan, Bucyan, and Zilan
were three tribes that formed a Suleymani tribal confederation based in the
Diyarbakir region. Kurdish amirs (chieftain), called “amirs of Suleymani,”
were the leaders of the Suleymani tribal confederation.

This article examines the Ottoman policies towards the Suleymani tribal
confederation in terms of Kurdish tribes, nomadic groups, and guarding
frontiers. This article can be summarized in three points. First, the Ottoman’s
“divide and rule” approach to Kurdish tribes was used effectively, not only
for the Suleymani tribal confederation, but also for the amirs of Suleymani. Second,
the Ottoman authorities founded the sancak of Besyan ve Bucyan ve ilan
for nomadic tribes without definitive administrative boundaries. Third, the
authorities mobilized the Besyan, Bucyan, and Zilan tribes to guard its borders.

On account of this, the establishment of the sanjak of Besyan ve Bucyan ve
{ilan was intended to solve this problem by increasing state revenue. As such,
tax collected from the Besyan, Bucyan, and Zilan tribes became state revenue,
and the sancak bey was responsible for tax collection as a tax farmer. However,
tribal people who belonged to Besyan, Bucyan, and Zilan began to escape to
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avoid tax payment and consequently spread to Caucasus and Azerbaijan, thus

impacting the sancak bey’s control. In this process, the names of Besyan and

Bucyan gradually disappeared, while the name of Zilan remained.
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