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Culturo-linguistics—A Preliminary Step

Nara, Tsuyoshi

Abstract

The author’s proposed culturo-linguistics is a new domain of linguistic research
for finding and describing the correlations of linguistic forms with their corresponding
cultural features (or cognitive patterns of the native speakers concerned) which are
established as social conventions of the speech community to which the native speakers
belong.

The author’s wish for developing this new discipline has been motivated by his
dissatisfaction with and criticism against the description as found in existing gram-
mars as well as dictionaries. The author observes that any of the existing grammar
books or dictionaries often lacks the information essential for correctly comprehending
or composing the linguistic and cultural patterns established as social convention of
the speech community concerned.

For instance, there are quite a few linguistic forms (inflectional or conjugational)
which are grammatically correct in that language but never accepted or used in that
speech community. There are also many such words, phrases or sentences (including
so-called idioms) whose correct meanings one cannot get unless one has the ap-
propriate information about certain cultural features of that speech community.

This paper consists of the following sections: —

[0] Introduction, [1-1] Verbal Conjugational Forms, [1-2] Human Relational Ex-
pressions, [1-3] Yes-No Expressions, [2-1] Animate / Inanimate Distinction in
Verbs, [2-2] Animate / Inanimate Distinction in Case Markers, [2-3] Animate / In-
animate Distinction in Mobile Character, [2-4] Noun / Numeral Classifiers, [2-5]
Emotional Suffixes, [3-1] Demonstrative Pronouns by Distance, [3-2] Demonstra-
tive Pronouns by Distance & Visibility, [3-3] Demonstrative Pronouns by Distance,
Direction, Visibility & Audibility, [4-1] Divisions of Time & Day(s), [4-2] Time Con-
cepts Expressed in Verbal Conjugations, [5] Semantic Features of Some Verbs, [6]
Numeral Composition and [7] Idiomatic Expressions.
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