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A Bibliographical Introduction to ‘Abdi Beg’s Sarih al-Milk

WATABE, Ryoko

This paper provides a basic introduction to ‘Abdi Beg’s Sarih al-Milk, an
important source for historical research on the property management of the
Shrine of Shaykh Safi, focusing on its structure and method of compilation.

Located in Ardabil, a local city in the Azerbaijan region in the early
14th century, the shrine of Sufi saint Shaykh Safi al-Din Ishaq Ardabili (d.
1334) developed as the center of the Safavid Sufi order and then as a royal
mausoleum after the establishment of the Safavid dynasty (1501-1736).
Over a long period from its establishment, prosperity to decline after the fall
of the Safavids, various historical materials have been produced concerning its
acquisition and management of waqf endowments. Among these, Sarih al-Milk,
the first comprehensive inventory of the Shrine’s endowments, compiled
by ‘Abdi Beg Shirazi during the reign of the second Safavid monarch
Shah Tahmasb in the late 16th century, is the most famous source on the
development of the Shrine’s property in the earliest period.

Sarih al-milk is a type of legal document that contains copies of deeds
relating to real estate widely used from the 14th century as a means of asserting
ownership. However, among the vast number of endowments acquired by
the Shrine from the 14th to the 16th century, there were many properties for
which no complete legal evidence remained. Therefore, after investigating the
legal documents stored in the Shrine, ‘Abdi Beg compiled his Sarih al-Milk in
a special way to claim the legal validity of the Shrine’s endowments.

‘Abdi Beg’s Sarih al-Milk has been valued by scholars as a historical
source regarding the acquisition and increase of waqf endowments of the
Shrine of Shaykh Safi. However, Sarih al-Milk, which played an important role
in defending the legal rights of the Shrine’s properties throughout its long
history, is expected to repay close study from a variety of perspectives.

Keywords: Shrine of Shaykh Safi, Sarih al-Milk (inventory of real estate), wadf,
legal documents, Safavid dynasty
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WHMRT 8. 777 4 — « XURY 7 1+ —BARE)EE H & 17

EH 3. TIT4—RABEBRICETZS vA47 - Y T74—D7 9 7HE—&

(7IL% E—ILERER Alghir F118 B YRR 2 LEIC L D) [Gronke 1993: 301-304]
(A)=3#H (1) (761/1360 fH3EE) Mgk, 733/1333 7 7 7 fk—% (29 1)
(B) =3¢ (2) (737/1337 (Bl ) WiEk, 727/1327 7 7 7 LFHFCES S HE—HE (251F)
V=i E AR =7 7T MR E R o o (EEEADNVR) Wk

P | (A) #g (B) OXIE ‘Abdi I D FEHE T
Ardabil | (1) Kalkhuran (B1) 63a—65a : V7 4 —Z:Hh
i [ (9) Alqabad (B3) 56b
(3) Barur (B2) 49b-50b
(4) Alghir (B4) 39b-44a
(5) Sarkujan (B21) 54a-54b
(6) Nawdih-i sufla (B5) 70b-71a: Nawdih (?)
(7) Zhazhqin 47b-48a: Jazin
(8) Kakhcharan'V 62a: Kajran
(9) Charab¥ (B15) Churab, [Hazarab), [Tarja]
(10) Sadiqadih (B17) 55a-55b
(11) Hamidabad'V 52a
(12) GilinaharV¥ 65a
(13) Ul (B13) 33a
(B7) Janzanaq 48a-48b
(B8) Juraq, Majuraq® 49a: Miyan Zir‘an
Ardabil (B22) HEOTHDIES 2 28a
I [ (14) nv w2 (B23) 142
(15) 7KH (B24) 29a: ‘Abdi fRFERHER 78 L
Darmarz | (16) Nawdih (B5) Nawdih 70b-71a
(17) Suha (B6) 54b
(19) Kanjush (B11) 66b
Garmrad | (18) Sinan (B9) Sinanaq, (B25) Alfibab 118b-121a: Pf&
(20) Dizhnan'V 117a
(21) Aq TabaraqV¥ 107a-109a: Aq Tawara
(24) zamin-i mufarraz ///
Hashtrad | (22) Shaladurad (B10) Qibchaqi**, Shaladurad, Yalqutluq FERE O | 134a-134b
b 45> (hisas) &, 4juft O+
Khalkhal | (23) Kazaj (B16) 93b-94a
(25) GuransarayV (B18) 94b
(26) Vardih ¥ 95b
(27) Hindal (B20) 95a
(28) ZinhaV 92b
(29) Zivin al-Jabal¥ 93a
(B19) Hishi 95a-b
L (B14) [Ravansar] ///

* 7 4 —NFIA THET TH 5 Shams al-Din b. Shaykh Zahid il 5- U7z +#h & U CHELVEEH 25 > T\ % [Minorsky
1954: 522-523], 7' v v 7 X Z OG- 1327-33 FEoOicfThbhic L 2 T [Gronke 1993: 302 nn. 28-32], &)
BEHE 7 L2 — ARRE Jara va Majara SMIHH T, 4 An—VEOPOEHE—KY 2 v 1 =—FKhbolbito 15
Jurab LRIEI R TV,

** Qibchaqi / Qipchaghay icOWT, 775 4 —3F vy LAV —FICBTH I EPBEMD I DHPILIcEF v 1
AA—FOMBTRLTEY [127b], Vv v r xZhieXHC L 2841 (Bi2t Miyana g3 %) RNCTE5 L5
[Gronke 1993: 301-302],



