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A Poetic Bureaucrat, ‘Abdi Beg, and his Works:
The Intention for Compiling the Sarih al-Milk

Gorto, Yukako

The author of Sarih al-Milk, Khvaja Zayn al-‘Abidin b. ‘Abd al-Mu’'min (d.
1580), known as ‘Abdi Beg, was a bureaucrat from a notable family of Shiraz
who worked in the royal chancellery of Shah Tahmasb and composed poetry
and a history. Except for his few travels with Tahmasb’s expeditions, ‘Abdi
Beg was engaged in the administration of the capital court’s financial affairs.
Among Ardabil documents, a decree issued by Tahmasb in 973/1565 indicates
that as a result of Tahmasb’s active endowment of the shrine of Shaykh Safi
al-Din, administrative readjustments to previous and new financial documents
were urgent, and despite never revealing his reluctance to be sent there, ‘Abdi
Beg was appointed and dispatched to Ardabil for that project.

‘Abdi Beg’s three famous works were compiled to legitimize Safavid
rule. In the preface of his earliest work, Fannat-i ‘Adn (965-7/1557-60), which
celebrated the royal buildings constructed by Tahmasb in his new capital,
Qazvin, ‘Abdi Beg glorified the rule of the Safavids, giving their religious
authority, which derived from the genealogy of the Twelve Imams, greater
weight than their secular authority. In the preface of the Safavid chronicle,
Takmilat al-Akhbar (978/1571), written during Tahmasb’s stable later reign,
‘Abdi Beg praised the Shah’s secular authority more magnificently, even
though the priority of his religious authority was maintained. In the pref-
ace of Sarih al-Milk, which was completed one year before Takmilat al-Akhbar
(977/1570), he avoided splendid expressions of imperial authority, especially
considering that the work was a register of the endowment documents of the
sacred shrine complex. Displaying his literary talent, ‘Abdi Beg wrote suitable
prefaces with prudent concern for the Safavid’s multiple types of authority. By
including the preface and poems in the Sarih al-Milk, he gave it literary value.

Keywords: ‘Abdi Beg, janndt-i ‘Adn, Sarih al-Milk (inventory of real estate),
Takmilat al-Akhbar, Safavid historiography
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