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The Production and Management of Copies of ‘Abdi Beg’s
Sarih al-Milk
A Preliminary Analysis of the Title Page and Marginal Notes
of its Three Extant Manuscripts

WATABE, Ryoko

This paper aims to reconstruct the production and management of the three
existing copies of Sarif al-Milk, the first comprehensive inventory of the real
estate of Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili’s shrine compiled by ‘Abdi Beg during
Shah Tahmasb’s reign (1524-76), through an analysis of notes on their title
pages and margins.

‘Abdi I (National Museum of Iran, Ms. 3718), as Alexander Morton
pointed out, was produced immediately after the compilation of Sarih al-Milk
and dedicated to Tahmasb, and then donated by his grandson Shah ‘Abbas
to the Shrine in 1608. ‘Abdi I, which bore Tahmasb’s seal at the top of its first
page and ‘Abbas’s waqf record on its title page, was stored in the library of the
new wagf department established by ‘Abbas in the shrine and treated as “the
Original” of Sarih al-Milk.

‘Abdi IT (National Museum of Iran, Ms. 3719), which was used in the practical
management of the Shrine’s property, was prepared from a manuscript in
which the errors of ‘A4bdi I were repaired. A great deal of information relating
to the Shrine’s real estate, particularly the results of a comprehensive survey
of the endowments during the reign of ‘Abbas II (1642-66), were added to
its margins, updating the information in Sarih al-Milk. The notes on the title
pages of ‘Abdi III (National Library of Iran, Ms. 2734) suggest that ‘Abdzr II
was sent to the Safavid court in 1090/1679 and, after being kept in the Royal
Warehouse for about twenty-five years, was approved as an official copy of
Sarih al-Milk in 1109/1697-8, by having a copy of Tahmasb’s seal and ‘Abbas’s
wagf record transcribed from ‘Abdi I in the shrine. ‘Abdz IIT was then produced
from ‘Abdi II as a revised copy of Sarih al-Milk.

The three extant copied of Sarih al-Milk show that in the Safavid era, copies
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of Sarih al-Milk were managed in a strict manner as the basic material for the

management of the Shrine’s property, in which ‘Abdi I was regarded as “the

Original” and the other manuscripts as “copies” of it, with the Tahmasb’s seal

and ‘Abbas’s waqf record as signs of its legitimacy.
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