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Succeeding the Sarih al-Milks at the Safavid Shrine:
A 19th Century Synopsized Version of the Shrine’s Real Estate Inventory

ABE, Naofumi

After the fall of the Safavid dynasty in 1722, the shrine of Shaykh Safi faced a
decline due to budgetary shortages and the diminution of people’s veneration.
Hence, contemporary scholars have rarely studied the Safavid shrine during
the second half of the 18th and 19th centuries. The shrine, however, survived
throughout the centuries, preserving its buildings and precious movable
properties such as manuscripts and Chinese porcelains until today.

The Sarih al-Milk, a well-known inventory of the real estate belonging to
the Safavid shrine, was composed in two versions, one in the reign of Shah
Tahmasb and one under Shah ‘Abbas I. We have recently found that two
copies of a synopsized version of the shrine’s inventory (Kitabcha-'i Khuldsa-’i
Sarih al-Milk), which have not been correctly catalogued, were newly written
at some point between the years 1885 and 1891. This article attempts to locate
this synopsized version in the shrine’s tradition of compiling inventories of
immovable properties even back to the pre-Safavid period.

Some documents prove that during and after the Safavid dynasty, the
Sarih al-Milk had been continuously used for the management of the shrine’s
wagf properties as documentary evidence.

The 19th century synopsized version aimed to survey the status quo
of the waqf properties registered in the two previous version of the Sarih
al-Milk, as the shrine was experiencing decline with the shrinkage of waqf
revenues. Available documentation indicates that the synopsized version of
the inventory, summarizing the two previous versions, is likely to have been
compiled based on a couple of different manuscripts in an attempt to cover
necessary items of information. Patterned precisely on the layout of the two
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previous versions of the Sarih al-Milk, the 19th century version was mainly

used for administration rather than documentary evidence, which was the

function of the previous versions.
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