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Wagf-related Sources on the Imam Riza Shrine during the Qajarid Period
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Imam Riza, the eighth Imam of the Twelver Imamate Shiites, died in 818 at
present-day Mashhad, northeastern city of the Islamic Republic of Iran. His
mausoleum, erected soon after his death, was gradually expanded, mainly
by waqf endowments, under the patronage of the royal families and ruling
elites of various dynasties governing the Iranian region. In particular, due
to the shiization of the Iranian region after the Safavid dynasty, founded in
the 16th century, this Imamate mausoleum began a full-scale development
with many endowments. However, this mausoleum had suffered significant
damage because of the Uzbek inversion at the end of the 16th century,
Nadir Shah’s confiscation of waqf properties, and the domestic instabilities
at Khurasan district in the first half of the Qajar period. These political
disruptions severely destabilized this mausoleum administration. After this
disorder, the mausoleum conducted surveys of its waqf properties, revenues,
and expenditures, and recorded the results in a manuscript to reestablish
the mausoleum’s administration. In particular, surveys conducted after the
1850s, when the local rebellion in the Khurasan area was suppressed, and
several manuscripts collecting information indispensable for the mausoleum’s
operations were compiled.

This paper aims to introduce waqf-related historical sources for the
Imam Riza mausoleum that were compiled in the late Qajar period. The first
part surveys the characteristics of the mausoleum’s waqf management from
the 16th to 19th centuries, focusing on the involvements of dynasties in its
management and the importance of mawqafat-i mutlaga (waqf property without
conditions on the use of its revenue). The latter part introduces five historical
sources on waqf properties compiled after the 1850s. These sources can be
divided into two categories: a corpus of transcriptions of waqf documents and
a collection of data on the mausoleum’s waqf properties and its staff. This
section describes the background and main features of its completion.
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