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Re-examination of The Waqf Deeds of Timar

Sucivama, Masaki

In the Safavid chronicles written after the seventeenth century, there are
anecdotes on the discovery of The wagqf deeds of Timar of 1602-3 that recorded
Timur’s endowment for Khvaja ‘Alj, the leader of Safavid Sufi order. Horst,
who analyzed one of the copies of this document in 1958, pointed out that the
original document of The waqf deeds of Timiir was fake and produced during the
reign of ‘Abbas I. However, his research has two loopholes: (I) He overlooked
more obvious evidence indicating that this document was fabricated, and
(IT) did not examine the reason for its production. The purpose of this paper
is to address these issues and to present a more accurate revised text of this
document in an appendix.

First, we analyzed mistakes in The wagqf deeds of Timur that Horst
overlooked; for example, in the title for Timar, the name of his father, and the
royal seal borne at the top of legal documents. Additionally, certain expressions
are inconsistent with the definition of waqf in Islamic jurisprudence. These
results lead to the conclusion that this document must have been fabricated in
the post-Timurid era.

Next, we investigated the reason for the fabrication by researching the
political situation during the reign of ‘Abbas I. Findings indicated that
‘Abbas I would have wanted to connect himself to Timur in order to improve
his position as the “perfect master,” thereby legitimating his rule. On these
grounds, we conclude that this document was produced around the court of
‘Abbas I to enhance the status of Safavid royal line by forging evidence of a
relationship between Timir and their ancestors.
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