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Junayd in the Tarikh-i Hayati
Yajima, Yoichi

Among the shaykhs of the Safavid Sufi order, Junayd has been among the most
enigmatic because of the scarcity of sources for his supposed significance in
the history of the order. So far, we have had only brief descriptions of him in
the Safavid historiographies and fragmentary references to him in non-Safavid
sources. However, the recently discovered Tarikh-i Haydti, a Safavid history
written during the reign of Tahmasb I, offers some unique information about
the personal history of Junayd as well as the history of the order itself. This
paper aims to reexamine the activity of Junayd and its background based on
the new source.

Junayd was exiled from Ardabil by his uncle Ja‘far, who was supported
by the Qaraqoyunlu ruler Jahanshah. The Aqqoyunlu ruler Uzun Hasan sided
with Junayd against his rival and married his sister to him. Junayd invaded
and plundered Trabzon with the military support of Uzun Hasan, which
seems to have served well in the latter’s diplomatic negotiations with the
Empire of Trebizond. His invasion of Samtskhe can also be assumed to have
been a factor involved in international relationships. His fatal expedition to
Shirvanshah followed.

Junayd’s wandering life was a product of both the conflict between the
Safavid family and the struggle between the Turkmen dynasties. His military
activities in connection with Uzun Hasan’s power and authority became
not only a basis for the later militarization of the Safavid Sufi order but also
a factor in the political and diplomatic situation at that time. The Tarikh-i
Hayati reveals Junayd’s significance in the history of the order as well as of
contemporary northwestern Iran, Anatolia, and Caucasus.
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