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Wagf Administrators and Properties of the Ardabil Shrine
during the Safavid Period

Konpo, Nobuaki

This study examines the waqf administrators of the Ardabil Shrine of Shaykh
Safi al-Din Ishaq (d. 1334), the founder of the Safavid Sufi order and ancestor
of the Safavids, during the Safavid period. Although the real estate inventories
of the shrine (sar?h al-milk) contain detailed information, it remains unclear
who controlled the properties and how they were managed. This study lists the
53 waqf administrators of the shrine and discusses the system for the control
of property.

Unlike other shrines of equal importance, such as Mashhad, Qum, and
Rey, the Ardabil Shrine was controlled by various groups of people. The
first group was the Safavid or Shaykhavand clan, who were relatives of the
Safavid shahs. The Shaykhavand, some of whom were Sufis and enjoyed tax
immunity, lived in Ardabil. When Shah ‘Abbas visited Ardabil, he always
met with notable Shaykhavand and paid respect to them. The second group
was the Talish and the Qaramanla, both old allies of the Safavid order who
had helped Shah Isma‘il during his exile. The third group was the Qizilbash,
Turkic tribesmen who supported Safavid military campaigns. These three
groups were rarely found among the administrators of other shrines,
indicating that the Ardabil Shrine had a particular significance for Sufis and
Safavid followers.

Another point concerns the shrine’s old and new waqf departments.
Although previous studies alluded vaguely to them, this study pinpoints
the timing of Shah ‘Abbas’s establishment of the new waqf department.
Specifically, this occurred when he established the Chahardah Ma‘sim Wagqf
related to Husayni sayyids. ‘Abbas appointed a Qizilbash amir as the administrator
of the new department. The central government controlled the new wagqf, and
relevant documents were probably preserved in Isfahan. Consequently, no
document concerning the new waqf department remained in the shrine, while
sarih al-milks and other documents on the old waqf department had been
preserved there.
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