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The meaning of development in L. S. Vygotsky’s works and the facilitation of
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Perspectives on G.W.F. Hegel’s self-consciousness
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Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Abstract

The present study investigates the meaning of “development” as a key concept in Russian
psychologist L. S. Vygotsky’s works by linking this concept with German philosopher G. W. F. Hegel’s
ideas regarding “self-consciousness”. Vygotsky’s view of development describes the process of achieving a
level of conceptual thinking that facilitates communication with others who have conflicting perspectives.
His ideas on development were influenced by Hegel's discussion of self-consciousness as nurturing
personal world views that link alien ideas across cultural milieus. In this study, I examine how Hegel’s
ideas relate to Vygotsky’s discussion of cognitive development. I read Vygotsky’s thesis as appreciating
the capacity for participating in productive interactions that go beyond disputes between conflicting or
alien ideas. I also propose an educational model that facilitates learners’ capacity to deal with the

divergent ideas that underlie today’s conflict-ridden societies.
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