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Monologue and Dialogue in the theses of Jakubinskij, Bakhtin and Vygotsky:

On the uniformity of social groups and the uniqueness of personalities
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Abstract

Monologue and dialogue, concepts that were developed by L.P. Jakubinskij in the context of Soviet linguistics during the 1920s,
were cited in the works of M.M. Bakhtin and L.S. Vygotsky. This study investigated Bakhtin’s and Vygotsky’s interpretations of these
concepts, paying particular attentions to the analysis of relationships between the uniformity of social groups and the uniqueness of
personalities. In summary, social groups emerge from the images of fellowship held by each personality, and the uniformity of such
groups corresponds to the communicative practices of individuals, each of whom has unique ideas. Specifically, Vygotsky’s thesis
presents a developmental model of personality that addresses the transition from mastering adult speech via imitative internalizing
(related to the uniformity of social groups) to creatively reconstructing one’s own meanings (related to the uniqueness of personalities).

The ideal perspectives for research regarding these differences between uniformity and uniqueness in discourse practices were

discussed by analyzing Jakubinskij’s, Bakhtin’s, and Vygotsky’s interpretations of monologue and dialogue.
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