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(I = Interviewer)

Bill : And When I was in Singapore, the Japanese came into our area,...I saw the Japanese Kempei,
that is the Japanese military police man, get hold of a little Chinese boy, and take his bicycle from
him, smashed it to the ground into pieces, and then---kicked him into the slit trench, shot him, with
revolver.

I: You didn’t see any reason why the Japanese soldiers did that?

Bill : No reason at all. The little boys just came where I was, on the bicycle, and the Japanese just
called him over, and took the bicycle, and just smashed it out in pieces on the ground,*** and the
child began to cry, and he kicked him into the trench, and shot him with two shots.

I: How old was the boy?

Bill : The boy was around eight or nine, being Chinese. I realized then that we were in for the rough
time.

I: Was it while you were in Singapore?

Bill : This was ah... the first two days we capitulated when the Japanese came in...

I: So you saw that incident, in front of you, I presume, so you were in the...

Bill : T was very very close there, yes, I was very very close. And I saw this poor little boy falling
into the frit trench, and that was that.

I: So were you in the camp?

Bill : No, that was in the open. That was the time when we were left on the field, for two or three
days, waiting for the Japanese were coming to *** take care of us.

(I)

I : Tremember when I met you for the first time, you spoke ... about the Chinese.

Bill : Ah...After that I was in the beach, on the beach, going into the water, bringing out the bodies,

when Japanese made me with two other men, going into the water, and bring out the bodies from
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the water, and put them on the beach, right up to my neck in the sea there, and brought up three
bodies, all tie together, with rope, and the closes on and everything, and the Japanese made us, bury
them on the beach and the following days, they gone out to the sea again, and we go again and
bring the same bodies, again, and there was the thousands of thousands of thousands of thousands
of bodies floating, out in the water, that has been.. kicked off by PL or somewhere, and float in,
most of them were tied, with arms on their backs.

(i)

I : When you speak this, you see the scenery .. I just wonder what it’s like to speak about what you
saw fifty years ago.

Bill : Well actually, its only over the last 10 years, that I’ve been passed on my .. war experience.
After 10 years ago, I did not mention it to the people, I did not want to talk about it. But it’s only
over the last ten years, OK because I met a bit of Japanese people, I've been quite involved with,
and also, I loved Japanese young generation today, I’ve been talking about and trying to pass on
the history, because I won’t be always be here and I would like the Japanese to know what actuary
took place in Singapore and Malaya. So that it would never happen again.

I: You didn’t want to speak about it because it was too difficult.

Bill : When I came back I felt numb for so many years, and I couldn’t .... I felt the war was over,
and tried to forget about it. But ah..., it used to occur every now and again I had dreams and the
nightmares, and it had come back again. Many many of my friends never knew that I was a POW,
thirty or forty years later. Because I never told them, I work with them and met them everyday, but
I never told them.

I : Probably even if you tell them, they would never believe you.

Bill : The thing is, when war was over, I was perhaps one in five who survived, so I thought I was

very very lucky, and people tried to ...
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