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This paper analyzes the structure of opinion essays written in Japanese by Japanese (JP), Korean (KR) 

and Taiwanese Mandarin (TM) speaking university students from the following four vantage points:

Textual structure format

Form and function of the title

Title and main body textual structure 

Method of conveying assertions

The results revealed the following characteristics:

In 60% of the cases, JP students laid out their assertions in the introduction  and the conclu-

sion  in a head and tail format. TM and KR students appeared to be spread out, with the head 

and tail format, the middle and tail format and the tail only format comprising more than 20% 

each.

Compared with the TM and KR students, the JP students utilized more noun forms in the for-

mation of their titles. Many of the KR and TM students utilized full sentence or interrogative 

forms to express their assertions in their titles.

The assertions were easy to glean from the title and continued to be expressed in the introduc-

tion and conclusion in the case of many of the JP students. It was especially the case of the TM 

students that the assertions were not easy to discern from the title, nor were they expressed 

right away in the introduction.

Opinion verbs, modality, and supporting position expressions were primarily used to convey 

assertions. Some of those expressions have different tendencies depending on where they ap-

pear.

 


