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Listening problems of Japanese Arabic learners
- Mainly the issue of /r/ and /1/ -

Hanan Rafik MOHAMED

Cairo University

In this paper, I discuss the listening problems of Japanese Arabic learners focusing on the is-
sue of / r/ and / 1/. First, I introduce a contrastive phonetic analysis of Arabic and Japanese. Follow-
ing this, I analyze learners errors through listening investigations. These investigations show that the
problems arise from the interference of the leamers’ mother tongue, i.e., Japanese. The summary of

learners’ errors is as follows:

1) The most difficult problem for Japanese Arabic leamers is distinguishing between / r/ and
/11.

2) The percentages of correct answers for word-initial / 1/ and word-final / r/ are slightly high-
er compared with other positions. Based on these results, I conclude that these two positions are easier
to learm than other positions. Therefore, I recommend starting practicing from these two positions.

3) The range of correct answers for/ r/ and / 1/ is between 100% and 25%. This implies that
there is a huge difference among the learners. In order to clarify the cause of this difference, it is inmr
portant to understand at what age the leamer started to learn a foreign language, the experience of
learning a foreign language, and other elements.

4) Voiceless glottal fricative / h/ is obviously difficult for learners. This could be because the
possibility of the influence of Japanese / hi / and / hu/ is high.

5) Distinguishing between pharyngealised and non- pharyngealised sounds is difficult.

6) The incorrect answers of velar fricative / X / and / y / is about half of the incorrect answers
of pharyngeal fricative / h / and / § /.Based on this, I conclude that the acquisition of velar fricative
sounds is easier than pharyngeal fricative sounds to the learners.

7) Distinguishing between glottal stop / ? / and vowels is difficult.

8) Distinguishing between velar stop / k / and uvular stop / q / is difficult.

Finally, I suggest not only segment-level investigations, but also syllable-level investigations
inorderto make the actual situation of Japanese Arabic learners even clearer for future studies.
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