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Expression of Assertion in Opinion Essays
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This paper analyzes opinion essays written in Japanese both by Japanese (JP) and Taiwanese
Mandarin (TMJ) speaking university students along with mother tongue versions (TMT). The data ex-
tracted is from “The Database of Japanese Opinion Essay by University Students from Japan, Korea,
and Taiwan.” The material is analyzed as follows:

(a) Form and function of the title

(b) Textual structure from the position of assertion

(c) Structural characteristics including both the title and the text

The results revealed the following characteristics:

(1) As for the form of the title, TMJ and TMT utilize full sentence or interrogative forms more
than JP.

(2) As for the function of the title, many JP authors suggest their assertions by utilizing noun
or phrase forms. On the other hand, many of the TMJ and TMT writers do not demonstrate their asser-
tions clearly. The use of interrogative forms make their assertions less definitive.

(3) As for textual structure, more than 60% of the JP writers assert their opinions in the intro-
duction and the conclusion. TMJ and TMT authors often include a long “preface,” which may raise a
question and reveal the topic in the introduction without demonstrating an actual assertion.

(4) As for title and main body textual structure, 47% of the JP contributors have titles that
demonstrate or suggest the assertion, along with introductions and conclusions further asserting their
opinions. Conversely, 37% of the TMJ and TMT essays have titles that do not express the assertion
clearly, followed by introductions that do not state the assertion clearly.

These results suggest that the mother tongue exerts influence on the characteristics of opinion
essays in Japanese by Taiwan learners, and that we need to focus the learners’ attention on the struc-

tural importance of the title and text in Japanese writing classes.
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