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How Japanese Language Learners Find Words
from a Dictionary: Studies of Dictionary Use
by Seven Mid to Pre-advanced Learners

Tomomi SUZUKI (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

[keywords] “Writing”, Dictionary Application, Smart Phone, Online Dictionary, Electronic

Dictionary, Searching Process and Notes*

In this paper, with the help of seven mid to pre-advanced level learners, I

investigated how a Japanese language learner can appropriately find the most suitable

word or expression by using dictionary tools.

The characteristic points are as follows:

(1) Check example sentences to see if the usage can apply to the required context.

(2)

3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

(8)

9)

Refer to a learner’ s acquired vocabulary or grammar. However, a dictionary does not
always supply the grammatical information required.

Check more than one bilingual dictionary (i.e. English-Japanese, Japanese- English) to
verify the usage. This method is useful when checking the dictionaries which provide
multiple example sentences from different source of corpus or database.

Check more than one dictionary (Bilingual Dictionary, Monolingual Dictionary) to
verify the usage.

To find the appropriate predicative verb, check the complement noun.

To find the appropriate predicative verb, check the complement noun with the
particle. This method is useful when utilizing a dictionary with full-text search
function.

To find the predicative verb, check the verb combined with the complement.

Check a Japanese-Japanese dictionary to find hints from expressions in the
explanation.

Check a web site including similar Japanese context.

(10) Check a web site to obtain any hints, including graphics.

*Searching Process and Notes; Participants took notes on which words they looked up and

which example sentences they examined.





