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Study on a Viewpoint on the Lead Character Formation
Method in the Sequel of “The Tale of Genji :

Focus on Kaoru, Onnaichinomiya + Onnaninomiya

TaeYoung KIM (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)
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This research analyzed the status of Kaoru as the lead character in the sequel of [The Story
of Genji] from the viewpoint of correlation between the main part and the sequel. The expression
of [The Tale of Genji] sometimes changed in Monogatari structure respectively in the expression in
the main part and the sequel, based on it, the aspect of the logic and the theme of Monogatari acted
strongly. The researcher considers the attempt to comprehend the intention of the writer, who selected
Kaoru, born due to the adultery affair of the second part, as the lead character of the sequel is useful
to comprehend the relation between the thematic succession and transformation that is continued
from the main part to the sequel, and the expression and theme of Monogatari with the status of the
character.

This research considered the meaning and the status of Kaoru as the lead character described
in the expression structure of the 3rd section from the thematics and the expressive theory. From
the thematic approach, Kaoru can be said to succeed negative properties as a child of illicit relation
born from an adultery affair, accordingly, this research analyzed the significance of Kaoru as the
lead character through first, relativization of Kaoru that appeared in the expression structure of the
sequel, second, the analysis of quotation expression aspect and the characteristic of Kashiwagi that
continuously appeared in the expression that was surrounding Kaoru. In Yadorigi part, the word
Tadaudo was used as a major key word, which expressed the difference of status that stood out
between the relationship with Hikaru genji, the lead character of the main part, also, this research
concluded, in the aspect of Kaoru, who admired Onnaichinomiya, the best lady, while he married
Onnaninomiya, the princess, it could imply development of the 2nd part, where Kashiwagi, the actual
father of Kaoru, admired and committed adultery with Onnasannomiya, a daughter of Fujitsubo-
nyogo, while he married Onnaninomiya and met destruction, and read the theme of the sequel which

eventually reached a different point from the main part.





