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<Research Note>
Learner Interactions in Two Different Discussion Tasks:
A Comparison between the “Pros and Cons Type” and
the “Problem-Solving Type” of Discussions

Kanako KUDO, Tomomi OTSU (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
[Keywords] Discussion task, “pros and cons type”, “problem-solving type”,

interaction analysis, task achievement process

This study analyses the interactions of intermediate learners of Japanese in two different types
of discussions, namely, the “pros and cons type” and the “problem-solving type”. The discussions
were implemented after textbook-based activities in which the students learned about Japanese society
and its culture. The purpose of the discussions was to deepen the learners’ understanding of the themes
raised in the textbook. Through detailed scrutiny of the discourses during the discussions, it became
apparent that task variation influences the learners’ interactions, and that the factors effective to the
task achievement are different according to the task type, as explained below.

The discourse characteristics of the “pros and con type” of discussion that may lead to
effective learning outcomes are: 1) to discuss the pros and cons from multiple perspectives raised by
the learners themselves; and 2) to verbalize what the opponent thinks from his or her angle. On the
other hand, the discourse characteristics of an effective “problem-solving type” of discussion are: 1) to
collaboratively develop a solution by putting ideas or keywords sprung up in the interactions together;
and 2) to make the best of given information about the problem situations for more realistic and
persuasive solutions.

The results of this research will be beneficial for teachers to plan and conduct more effective

and productive discussions in Japanese language classes.



